Letters to the Seven Churches

Christ dictates seven letters to the churches of Asia Minor, praising their
faithfulness, rebuking their compromise, and calling them to overcome.

Revelation 2:1-29 ¢ Revelation 3:1-22

CHARACTERS: Jesus Christ, The seven churches

THEMES: Faithfulness, Perseverance, Repentance, Overcoming

ONE BY ONE, Jesus dictated messages to the seven churches, each one

uniquely crafted to address their specific situations, yet all carrying
timeless truths for believers everywhere.

To Ephesus, He commended their hard work and discernment but
rebuked them: "You have abandoned the love you had at first."' To Smyrna,
facing persecution and poverty, He offered only encouragement: 'Be
faithful unto death, and I will give you the crown of life.' To Pergamum,
holding fast in Satan's throne room, He warned against tolerating false
teaching. To Thyatira, He praised their growing love and service but
condemned their acceptance of a false prophetess leading people into
immorality.

To Sardis came the sobering words: 'You have the reputation of being
alive, but you are dead." Wake up and strengthen what remains. To
Philadelphia, the church with little power but great faithfulness, Jesus
promised, 'l have set before you an open door.' And to Laodicea, neither
hot nor cold, came the strongest rebuke: 'Because you are lukewarm, I
will spit you out of my mouth." They thought themselves rich and
prosperous, but Christ saw them as wretched, pitiable, poor, blind, and
naked.



Yet even to Laodicea came an invitation: 'Behold, I stand at the door
and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in to
him and eat with him, and he with me.'

Each letter ended with a promise to the one who overcomes—they
would eat from the tree of life, receive the crown of life, be given hidden
manna and a white stone, have authority over the nations, be clothed in
white garments, become pillars in God's temple, and sit with Christ on His
throne.

These churches were real congregations facing real struggles—
persecution, poverty, false teaching, compromise, spiritual deadness, and
lukewarmness. The letters reveal Christ's intimate knowledge of His
bride, His intolerance of sin mixed with His desire for repentance, and His
promise that faithful endurance will be rewarded beyond measure.
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