
Spirits & Demons

Biblical Demonology and Spiritual Warfare

A comprehensive study of demons, Satan, evil spirits, and spiritual warfare in

Scripture—from Legion to the Lake of Fire.

The Reality of Evil Spirits

Demons Are Real — The Existence of Evil Spirits

Scripture affirms the reality of demons as fallen angels who rebelled against God

and now oppose His purposes with malevolent intent. They are not metaphors for

psychological disorders, personifications of evil impulses, or remnants of primitive

superstition, but actual spiritual beings possessing intellect, will, personality, and

supernatural power. The biblical worldview presents a cosmos populated not only by

material objects and human persons but by invisible spiritual entities—both holy

angels who serve God and fallen angels who serve Satan.

Jesus Christ Himself treated demons as real, personal entities throughout His

earthly ministry. He conversed with them, received their testimony (though He

silenced it), commanded them with authority, and cast them out of afflicted

individuals. The Gospels record dozens of such encounters, presenting them as

historical events, not allegorical tales. When the seventy disciples returned rejoicing

that demons were subject to them in Jesus' name, He did not correct a

misunderstanding but confirmed the reality of their victory, declaring 'I beheld Satan

as lightning fall from heaven.' The apostles continued this ministry of deliverance

throughout Acts, demonstrating that demonic activity persisted beyond Christ's

ascension.

Paul's epistles make explicit what the Gospels demonstrate: 'We wrestle not against

flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the

darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places.' The Christian

life is not merely a moral struggle against internal temptation or external

persecution, but a spiritual battle against invisible, intelligent enemies. James

declares that demons possess theological knowledge—'the devils also believe, and
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tremble'—though their knowledge produces only terror, not saving faith. Revelation

reveals demons working miracles to deceive the nations and gather them for the

final battle against God.

Denying demonic reality leaves believers dangerously unprepared for spiritual

warfare, attributing to natural causes what may have supernatural origin, or seeking

natural remedies for spiritual afflictions. While not every difficulty stems from

demonic activity, Scripture warns that some opposition to God's purposes comes

from hostile spiritual forces requiring spiritual weapons to overcome.

Ephesians 6:12

For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against

powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual

wickedness in high places.

Matthew 12:43-45

When the unclean spirit is gone out of a man, he walketh through dry places,

seeking rest, and findeth none. Then he saith, I will return into my house from

whence I came out; and when he is come, he findeth it empty, swept, and

garnished. Then goeth he, and taketh with himself seven other spirits more

wicked than himself, and they enter in and dwell there.

1 Timothy 4:1

Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart from

the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils.

James 2:19

Thou believest that there is one God; thou doest well: the devils also believe, and

tremble.

Revelation 16:14

For they are the spirits of devils, working miracles, which go forth unto the kings

of the earth and of the whole world, to gather them to the battle of that great day

of God Almighty.

Origin of Demons — Fallen Angels

While Scripture does not provide a systematic origin narrative for demons with

precise chronological details, it offers sufficient revelation to establish their identity

as angels who fell with Satan in his primordial rebellion against God's authority.

Unlike humanity's fall, which occurred in history and is documented in Genesis, the
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angelic fall preceded the creation account or occurred in primeval time, leaving us

with glimpses rather than a complete narrative. What Scripture reveals, however, is

theologically sufficient for understanding the nature and doom of these fallen

beings.

Jude speaks of 'angels which kept not their first estate, but left their own habitation,'

indicating they abandoned their original rank and dwelling place in rebellion. God

has 'reserved them in everlasting chains under darkness unto the judgment of the

great day'—their doom is fixed, their sentence awaiting final execution. Peter

likewise references 'angels that sinned' whom God 'cast down to hell, and delivered

into chains of darkness, to be reserved unto judgment.' The Greek word translated

'hell' here is Tartarus, used only in this passage, suggesting a place of confinement

for these rebellious spirits distinct from Hades or Gehenna.

Revelation provides the most explicit connection between Satan's fall and the angels

who joined his rebellion: 'his tail drew the third part of the stars of heaven, and did

cast them to the earth.' Throughout Scripture, 'stars' often symbolize angels (Job

38:7, Revelation 1:20), suggesting that Satan's rebellion drew a third of the angelic

host after him. These became 'his angels,' forming the demonic hierarchy that now

opposes God's purposes. Matthew 25:41 confirms this connection, speaking of

'everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels'—the lake of fire was created

not for humanity but for Satan and his followers.

These fallen angels became the demons who now serve Satan's kingdom of darkness.

They are irredeemable, having sinned in full knowledge without the mitigating

factors that attend human transgression. No savior died for angels; no gospel is

preached to demons; no repentance is offered to the fallen. Their nature is fixed in

rebellion, their character confirmed in wickedness, their destiny sealed in judgment.

They now expend their malice afflicting humanity, opposing God's kingdom,

promoting false religion, and seeking whom they may destroy before their own

destruction comes.

Jude 1:6

And the angels which kept not their first estate, but left their own habitation, he

hath reserved in everlasting chains under darkness unto the judgment of the

great day.

2 Peter 2:4
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For if God spared not the angels that sinned, but cast them down to hell, and

delivered them into chains of darkness, to be reserved unto judgment.

Revelation 12:4

And his tail drew the third part of the stars of heaven, and did cast them to the

earth: and the dragon stood before the woman which was ready to be delivered,

for to devour her child as soon as it was born.

Revelation 12:9

And the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan,

which deceiveth the whole world: he was cast out into the earth, and his angels

were cast out with him.

Matthew 25:41

Then shall he say also unto them on the left hand, Depart from me, ye cursed,

into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels.

Demonic Hierarchy — Organized Evil

The demonic realm is not a chaotic mob of spirits but an organized kingdom

operating under Satan's central authority. This organization reveals both the

intelligence of fallen angels and Satan's strategic approach to opposing God's

purposes. Paul identifies specific ranks within the kingdom of darkness:

'principalities, powers, rulers of the darkness of this world, and spiritual wickedness

in high places.' These terms are not synonyms but distinctions—different levels of

authority and function within Satan's hierarchy, each term carrying nuances of rule,

authority, cosmic influence, and malevolent intent.

The book of Daniel provides remarkable insight into the territorial and political

dimensions of demonic organization. When Daniel prayed, an angel was dispatched

with the answer but was 'withstood one and twenty days' by 'the prince of the

kingdom of Persia'—a demonic power assigned authority over that empire. The angel

Gabriel required reinforcement from Michael, 'one of the chief princes,' to break

through. The angel then warned that after departing he would fight 'the prince of

Persia' again, and afterward 'the prince of Grecia shall come,' indicating a

succession of demonic authorities over successive earthly kingdoms. This suggests

Satan has assigned powerful demons as 'princes' over nations and regions,

influencing political powers toward ends that oppose God's purposes.

Scripture indicates gradations of power and wickedness among demons. Jesus spoke
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of an unclean spirit that, upon returning to find his house empty, 'taketh with himself

seven other spirits more wicked than himself'—demons vary in degrees of

malevolence. When the disciples failed to cast out a particularly stubborn demon,

Jesus explained 'This kind can come forth by nothing, but by prayer and fasting,'

indicating some demons are more powerful or deeply entrenched than others.

Legion, possessing the Gadarene demoniac, represented a multitude of demons

inhabiting one person, suggesting both the possibility of multiple possession and

that demons can work individually or collectively.

This hierarchical structure likely mirrors the original angelic order from which

demons fell. Holy angels are organized into ranks—archangels, cherubim, seraphim,

thrones, dominions—each with distinct roles and authority. Demons, being fallen

angels, presumably retained their original ranks and capacities, though now turned

to evil purposes. Satan himself was the 'anointed cherub that covereth,' a position of

high authority corrupted into the leadership of rebellion. Understanding this

organization helps believers recognize that spiritual warfare engages an intelligent,

organized enemy requiring vigilance, discernment, and dependence on God's

superior power.

Ephesians 6:12

For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against

powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual

wickedness in high places.

Daniel 10:13

But the prince of the kingdom of Persia withstood me one and twenty days: but,

lo, Michael, one of the chief princes, came to help me; and I remained there with

the kings of Persia.

Daniel 10:20

Then said he, Knowest thou wherefore I come unto thee? and now will I return to

fight with the prince of Persia: and when I am gone forth, lo, the prince of Grecia

shall come.

Matthew 12:45

Then goeth he, and taketh with himself seven other spirits more wicked than

himself, and they enter in and dwell there: and the last state of that man is worse

than the first.

Mark 9:29
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And he said unto them, This kind can come forth by nothing, but by prayer and

fasting.

Satan: The Adversary

Names of Satan — The Devil's Many Titles

Scripture reveals Satan through a multitude of names and titles, each one unveiling

a distinct facet of his malevolent character, his methods of operation, or his role in

the cosmic rebellion against God. These are not arbitrary epithets but precise

designations that instruct believers concerning the nature of their adversary. To

know his names is to discern his strategies and guard against his deceptions.

He is **Satan** (*Hebrew šāṭān*, ש�ָטָן), meaning 'adversary' or 'accuser'—the one

who fundamentally opposes God and His people. He is **the Devil** (*Greek

diabolos*, διάβολος), meaning 'slanderer' or 'false accuser,' the one who 'accused

the brethren before our God day and night' until cast down. He is **the serpent**,

recalling his first appearance in Eden where he seduced Eve through subtle

questioning of God's word and character. He is **Beelzebub**, 'lord of the flies' or

'lord of the dwelling,' a contemptuous title the Pharisees applied to him, which Jesus

adopted to expose their blasphemy. He is **Belial**, meaning 'worthlessness' or

'wickedness,' personifying all that is base and corrupt.

He is **the dragon**, a title emphasizing his ferocity, power, and ancient malice,

particularly in Revelation where he wages war against God and His saints. He is

**the prince of this world**, a title Jesus Himself used, acknowledging Satan's

present (though limited and temporary) authority over the world system opposed to

God. Paul calls him **the god of this age**, who 'hath blinded the minds of them

which believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ... should shine unto

them.' He is **the prince of the power of the air**, indicating his domain in the

heavenly realms and his influence over the spiritual atmosphere of rebellion that

pervades fallen humanity.

Jesus identified him as **the evil one**, the personal embodiment and source of evil,

in contrast to God who is the definition of good. Christ called him **the father of

lies** because 'there is no truth in him. When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his

own: for he is a liar, and the father of it.' Truth-telling is foreign to his nature;

deception is his native language. Jesus further declared him **a murderer from the
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beginning**, connecting Satan's lies to their deadly fruit. Peter warned he is **a

roaring lion**, prowling about 'seeking whom he may devour,' combining images of

predatory intent and the noise meant to terrify prey. Revelation calls him **the

deceiver of the whole world**, summarizing his primary method and achievement.

Each title reveals another dimension of the enemy believers face, equipping the

saints to recognize his work and resist his schemes.

Revelation 12:9

And the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan,

which deceiveth the whole world: he was cast out into the earth, and his angels

were cast out with him.

John 8:44

Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your father ye will do. He was a

murderer from the beginning, and abode not in the truth, because there is no

truth in him. When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is a liar, and

the father of it.

2 Corinthians 4:4

In whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not,

lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should

shine unto them.

Ephesians 2:2

Wherein in time past ye walked according to the course of this world, according

to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children

of disobedience.

Revelation 12:10

And I heard a loud voice saying in heaven, Now is come salvation, and strength,

and the kingdom of our God, and the power of his Christ: for the accuser of our

brethren is cast down, which accused them before our God day and night.

1 Peter 5:8

Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh

about, seeking whom he may devour.

Satan's Fall — Pride Before Destruction

Satan was not created as the embodiment of evil but fell from a state of glory and

perfection through the sin of pride. This critical truth establishes both God's

goodness in creation and Satan's moral responsibility for his rebellion. God made all
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things good, including the highest angels; evil entered through creaturely choice,

not divine decree. Understanding Satan's fall illuminates the nature of sin itself—

fundamentally an assertion of autonomy against God's rightful authority.

Ezekiel 28 provides the most detailed glimpse into Satan's prelapsarian glory.

Though framed as a lament over the king of Tyre, the description transcends any

mere human ruler, depicting a being who 'was in Eden the garden of God,' whose

covering was 'every precious stone,' who was 'the anointed cherub that covereth'—

language appropriate only to an angelic being of the highest rank. He 'walked up

and down in the midst of the stones of fire' on 'the holy mountain of God,' suggesting

intimate access to God's presence and a position of extraordinary privilege. Most

importantly, he 'was perfect in his ways from the day that he was created, till

iniquity was found in him.' This perfection was not immutability but integrity—he

possessed no flaw until he chose rebellion.

The cause of his fall was pride: 'Thine heart was lifted up because of thy beauty, thou

hast corrupted thy wisdom by reason of thy brightness.' He gazed at his own

magnificence rather than worshiping the Source of all magnificence. Self-admiration

displaced God-adoration. His wisdom became corrupted precisely through his

brilliance—intelligence divorced from humility produces folly. Isaiah 14 penetrates

even deeper into Satan's internal rebellion through the taunt against Babylon's king.

Addressing 'Lucifer, son of the morning'—the bright morning star—the prophet

exposes the heart of demonic pride through five 'I wills': 'I will ascend into heaven, I

will exalt my throne above the stars of God, I will sit also upon the mount of the

congregation... I will ascend above the heights of the clouds, I will be like the most

High.'

These five declarations epitomize creaturely rebellion. Each 'I will' asserts

autonomy; together they aspire to deity itself. Satan did not merely desire

improvement in rank but sought to 'be like the most High'—to possess the

prerogatives of God Himself. This was not ambition within proper bounds but cosmic

treason, the creature claiming equality with the Creator. Jesus confirmed this

ancient fall: 'I beheld Satan as lightning fall from heaven'—a fall swift, bright, and

irrevocable. Paul warns that church leaders must not be novices 'lest being lifted up

with pride' they 'fall into the condemnation of the devil,' indicating that Satan's sin

and judgment establish a pattern and warning for all created beings. Pride remains

the archetypal sin, the root from which all other evils spring.

8



Ezekiel 28:14-15

Thou art the anointed cherub that covereth; and I have set thee so: thou wast

upon the holy mountain of God; thou hast walked up and down in the midst of the

stones of fire. Thou wast perfect in thy ways from the day that thou wast created,

till iniquity was found in thee.

Ezekiel 28:17

Thine heart was lifted up because of thy beauty, thou hast corrupted thy wisdom

by reason of thy brightness: I will cast thee to the ground, I will lay thee before

kings, that they may behold thee.

Isaiah 14:12-14

How art thou fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning! how art thou cut

down to the ground, which didst weaken the nations! For thou hast said in thine

heart, I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars of God: I

will sit also upon the mount of the congregation, in the sides of the north: I will

ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will be like the most High.

Luke 10:18

And he said unto them, I beheld Satan as lightning fall from heaven.

1 Timothy 3:6

Not a novice, lest being lifted up with pride he fall into the condemnation of the

devil.

Satan's Limitations — A Defeated Foe Under God's Sovereignty

While Satan possesses formidable power and intelligence, it is crucial to understand

his limitations lest believers either dismiss him with dangerous presumption or fear

him with paralyzing exaggeration. He is powerful but not omnipotent; cunning but

not omniscient; pervasive in influence but not omnipresent in person. Only God

possesses the incommunicable attributes of deity. Satan remains a creature, subject

to creaturely limitations, operating only within boundaries the sovereign God

permits.

The book of Job provides the clearest demonstration of Satan's subordination to

divine authority. Satan appears before God among the sons of God, suggesting he

retains some form of access to the heavenly court (though Revelation 12 indicates

this access will be terminated). When Satan accuses Job and requests permission to

afflict him, God grants limited authority: 'Behold, all that he hath is in thy power;

only upon himself put not forth thine hand.' Satan can do nothing beyond what God
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permits. When Job's integrity survives the first test, Satan returns for permission to

afflict Job's body, and again God sets boundaries: 'Behold, he is in thine hand; but

save his life.' Satan must operate within divine restrictions; he is on a leash, however

long that leash may sometimes appear.

The New Testament confirms this pattern. Satan 'desired to have' Peter, that he

might 'sift him as wheat,' but this was a request requiring permission, not an

autonomous action. Jesus, having granted that permission for purposes of testing

and strengthening Peter's faith, prayed that Peter's faith would not fail—and it did

not ultimately fail, though Peter stumbled grievously. The devil's power to tempt and

test is real but circumscribed by Christ's intercession and God's faithful preservation

of His elect. James provides the great promise and principle: 'Resist the devil, and he

will flee from you.' Satan is formidable but not invincible; he advances when

unopposed but retreats when resisted through faith.

John assures believers: 'Greater is he that is in you, than he that is in the world.' The

Holy Spirit indwelling the believer possesses infinitely greater power than all

demonic forces combined. Satan's power, though supernatural from a human

perspective, is created power—finite and defeatable. Though he prowls as a roaring

lion seeking prey, his roar is that of a defeated foe. Colossians declares that Christ

'spoiled principalities and powers, he made a shew of them openly, triumphing over

them' at the cross. Satan's doom is certain, his sentence passed, his execution

merely awaiting the appointed time. He is dangerous but defeated; threatening but

doomed. Believers face a real enemy but serve an infinitely greater King who has

already secured the victory.

Job 1:12

And the LORD said unto Satan, Behold, all that he hath is in thy power; only upon

himself put not forth thine hand. So Satan went forth from the presence of the

LORD.

Job 2:6

And the LORD said unto Satan, Behold, he is in thine hand; but save his life.

Luke 22:31-32

And the Lord said, Simon, Simon, behold, Satan hath desired to have you, that he

may sift you as wheat: But I have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not: and

when thou art converted, strengthen thy brethren.

James 4:7
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Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.

1 John 4:4

Ye are of God, little children, and have overcome them: because greater is he

that is in you, than he that is in the world.

Colossians 2:15

And having spoiled principalities and powers, he made a shew of them openly,

triumphing over them in it.

Demon Possession in Scripture

Legion: The Gadarene Demoniac — A Multitude of Demons

The account of Legion stands as Scripture's most dramatic demon possession

narrative. A man dwelling among tombs, crying out day and night, cutting himself

with stones, breaking chains and fetters—controlled by a multitude of unclean spirits

who identified themselves as 'Legion, for we are many.' When Jesus commanded the

demons to depart, they begged not to be sent into the abyss but into a herd of swine,

which then rushed into the sea and drowned. The healed man, clothed and in his

right mind, became a witness to Christ's power.

Mark 5:2-5

And when he was come out of the ship, immediately there met him out of the

tombs a man with an unclean spirit, Who had his dwelling among the tombs; and

no man could bind him, no, not with chains: Because that he had been often

bound with fetters and chains, and the chains had been plucked asunder by him,

and the fetters broken in pieces: neither could any man tame him. And always,

night and day, he was in the mountains, and in the tombs, crying, and cutting

himself with stones.

Mark 5:9

And he asked him, What is thy name? And he answered, saying, My name is

Legion: for we are many.

Mark 5:12-13

And all the devils besought him, saying, Send us into the swine, that we may

enter into them. And forthwith Jesus gave them leave. And the unclean spirits

went out, and entered into the swine: and the herd ran violently down a steep

place into the sea, (they were about two thousand;) and were choked in the sea.
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Mark 5:15

And they come to Jesus, and see him that was possessed with the devil, and had

the legion, sitting, and clothed, and in his right mind: and they were afraid.

Luke 8:39

Return to thine own house, and shew how great things God hath done unto thee.

And he went his way, and published throughout the whole city how great things

Jesus had done unto him.

The Syrophoenician's Daughter — Deliverance for a Gentile Child

A Gentile woman—a Greek, a Syrophoenician—came to Jesus on behalf of her

demon-possessed daughter. Initially Jesus tested her faith with apparent rejection: 'It

is not meet to take the children's bread, and to cast it unto the dogs.' Her humble yet

bold response—'Yes, Lord: yet the dogs under the table eat of the children's

crumbs'—demonstrated the faith Jesus commended. He cast out the demon at a

distance; when she returned home, she found her daughter lying on the bed, the

demon departed. This account demonstrates Christ's authority extends even beyond

His physical presence.

Mark 7:25-26

For a certain woman, whose young daughter had an unclean spirit, heard of him,

and came and fell at his feet: The woman was a Greek, a Syrophenician by

nation; and she besought him that he would cast forth the devil out of her

daughter.

Mark 7:27-28

But Jesus said unto her, Let the children first be filled: for it is not meet to take

the children's bread, and to cast it unto the dogs. And she answered and said

unto him, Yes, Lord: yet the dogs under the table eat of the children's crumbs.

Mark 7:29-30

And he said unto her, For this saying go thy way; the devil is gone out of thy

daughter. And when she was come to her house, she found the devil gone out,

and her daughter laid upon the bed.

Matthew 15:28

Then Jesus answered and said unto her, O woman, great is thy faith: be it unto

thee even as thou wilt. And her daughter was made whole from that very hour.
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The Epileptic Boy — A Spirit of Infirmity

A father brought his son, possessed since childhood by a spirit causing seizures,

convulsions, muteness, and self-destruction through fire and water. The disciples had

failed to cast it out. Jesus rebuked their faithlessness, then commanded the deaf and

dumb spirit to depart and enter no more. After a final violent convulsion, the boy lay

as dead until Jesus took his hand and lifted him up. When the disciples asked why

they had failed, Jesus explained: 'This kind can come forth by nothing, but by prayer

and fasting.'

Mark 9:17-18

And one of the multitude answered and said, Master, I have brought unto thee

my son, which hath a dumb spirit; And wheresoever he taketh him, he teareth

him: and he foameth, and gnasheth with his teeth, and pineth away: and I spake

to thy disciples that they should cast him out; and they could not.

Mark 9:21-22

And he asked his father, How long is it ago since this came unto him? And he

said, Of a child. And ofttimes it hath cast him into the fire, and into the waters, to

destroy him: but if thou canst do any thing, have compassion on us, and help us.

Mark 9:25-26

When Jesus saw that the people came running together, he rebuked the foul

spirit, saying unto him, Thou dumb and deaf spirit, I charge thee, come out of

him, and enter no more into him. And the spirit cried, and rent him sore, and

came out of him: and he was as one dead; insomuch that many said, He is dead.

Mark 9:27

But Jesus took him by the hand, and lifted him up; and he arose.

Mark 9:29

And he said unto them, This kind can come forth by nothing, but by prayer and

fasting.

Mary Magdalene — Delivered from Seven Devils

Mary Magdalene, later one of Christ's most devoted followers, had been possessed

by seven demons before Jesus delivered her. Scripture provides no details of her

possession or deliverance, only the remarkable fact that seven unclean spirits had

inhabited her. After her deliverance, she became part of the company of women who

supported Jesus' ministry from their own means. She stood at the cross when most

disciples fled, came first to the tomb on resurrection morning, and became the first
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witness of the risen Christ. Her transformation from severe demonic bondage to

faithful discipleship exemplifies the completeness of Christ's deliverance.

Luke 8:2

And certain women, which had been healed of evil spirits and infirmities, Mary

called Magdalene, out of whom went seven devils.

Mark 16:9

Now when Jesus was risen early the first day of the week, he appeared first to

Mary Magdalene, out of whom he had cast seven devils.

Luke 8:3

And Joanna the wife of Chuza Herod's steward, and Susanna, and many others,

which ministered unto him of their substance.

John 19:25

Now there stood by the cross of Jesus his mother, and his mother's sister, Mary

the wife of Cleophas, and Mary Magdalene.

John 20:16-18

Jesus saith unto her, Mary. She turned herself, and saith unto him, Rabboni;

which is to say, Master. Jesus saith unto her, Touch me not; for I am not yet

ascended to my Father: but go to my brethren, and say unto them, I ascend unto

my Father, and your Father; and to my God, and your God. Mary Magdalene came

and told the disciples that she had seen the Lord.

Christ's Victory Over Demons

Authority Over Unclean Spirits — The Demons Obey Him

From the beginning of His ministry, Jesus demonstrated absolute authority over

demons. Unlike Jewish exorcists who used elaborate rituals and incantations, Jesus

simply commanded demons to depart—and they obeyed. The demons recognized His

identity, crying out 'Thou art the Son of God!' and 'What have we to do with thee,

Jesus, thou Son of the most high God?' They feared Him, asking 'Art thou come to

destroy us?' and begging not to be sent into the abyss before the appointed time. His

authority astonished the crowds: 'What thing is this? what new doctrine is this? for

with authority commandeth he even the unclean spirits, and they do obey him.'

Mark 1:27
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And they were all amazed, insomuch that they questioned among themselves,

saying, What thing is this? what new doctrine is this? for with authority

commandeth he even the unclean spirits, and they do obey him.

Mark 1:34

And he healed many that were sick of divers diseases, and cast out many devils;

and suffered not the devils to speak, because they knew him.

Luke 4:41

And devils also came out of many, crying out, and saying, Thou art Christ the Son

of God. And he rebuking them suffered them not to speak: for they knew that he

was Christ.

Mark 5:7

And cried with a loud voice, and said, What have I to do with thee, Jesus, thou

Son of the most high God? I adjure thee by God, that thou torment me not.

Luke 8:31

And they besought him that he would not command them to go out into the deep.

Matthew 8:29

And, behold, they cried out, saying, What have we to do with thee, Jesus, thou

Son of God? art thou come hither to torment us before the time?

Binding the Strong Man — Plundering Satan's Kingdom

When the Pharisees attributed Jesus' exorcisms to Beelzebub, prince of demons, they

committed a blasphemy so severe that Christ interrupted His ministry to refute it at

length. Their accusation revealed their spiritual blindness, but Jesus' response

revealed the cosmic significance of His deliverance ministry. He exposed their illogic

with devastating simplicity: 'If Satan cast out Satan, he is divided against himself;

how shall then his kingdom stand?' A kingdom at war with itself falls; Satan would

not undermine his own dominion. The Pharisees' explanation collapsed under the

weight of its own contradiction.

Jesus then pressed them further: 'If I by Beelzebub cast out devils, by whom do your

children cast them out?' Jewish exorcists of that era practiced deliverance with

varied success; the Pharisees did not accuse them of satanic power. Their selective

accusation against Jesus revealed malice, not logic. But Christ moved beyond

refutation to revelation: 'If I cast out devils by the Spirit of God, then the kingdom of

God is come unto you.' Every demon expelled was evidence of God's kingdom
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breaking into Satan's territory, every liberation a proof that the Messianic age had

dawned. The exorcisms were not merely compassionate acts but eschatological signs

—the strong man was being plundered.

Jesus then unveiled the true explanation through a parable of profound import: 'How

can one enter into a strong man's house, and spoil his goods, except he first bind the

strong man? and then he will spoil his house.' The strong man is Satan; his house is

this fallen world; his goods are the souls he holds captive. Before anyone can

liberate Satan's prisoners, the captor himself must be bound. Jesus was that One

stronger than Satan who bound him, entering his domain with authority and

plundering his kingdom. Every demon cast out was a trophy of war, every delivered

person a prisoner of war set free, every healing a reversal of Satan's destructive

work.

Luke records an expanded version emphasizing force: 'When a strong man armed

keepeth his palace, his goods are in peace: But when a stronger than he shall come

upon him, and overcome him, he taketh from him all his armour wherein he trusted,

and divideth his spoils.' Satan armed himself, fortified his palace, guarded his

possessions—but One stronger came. Christ overpowered him, stripped him of his

weapons, and distributed the spoils. This binding reached its climax at the cross

where, through death, Christ destroyed 'him that had the power of death, that is, the

devil.' John declares: 'For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that he might

destroy the works of the devil.' Every exorcism was a skirmish in a larger war, every

deliverance a foretaste of the decisive victory purchased at Calvary.

Matthew 12:28-29

But if I cast out devils by the Spirit of God, then the kingdom of God is come unto

you. Or else how can one enter into a strong man's house, and spoil his goods,

except he first bind the strong man? and then he will spoil his house.

Mark 3:26-27

And if Satan rise up against himself, and be divided, he cannot stand, but hath an

end. No man can enter into a strong man's house, and spoil his goods, except he

will first bind the strong man; and then he will spoil his house.

Luke 11:21-22

When a strong man armed keepeth his palace, his goods are in peace: But when

a stronger than he shall come upon him, and overcome him, he taketh from him

all his armour wherein he trusted, and divideth his spoils.
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1 John 3:8

He that committeth sin is of the devil; for the devil sinneth from the beginning.

For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that he might destroy the works

of the devil.

Hebrews 2:14-15

Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh and blood, he also himself

likewise took part of the same; that through death he might destroy him that had

the power of death, that is, the devil; And deliver them who through fear of death

were all their lifetime subject to bondage.

Authority Delegated to Disciples — In His Name

Jesus delegated authority over demons to His followers. He gave the twelve power

over unclean spirits to cast them out. He sent the seventy who returned rejoicing:

'Lord, even the devils are subject unto us through thy name.' Jesus confirmed: 'I

beheld Satan as lightning fall from heaven. Behold, I give unto you power to tread on

serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy.' The Great Commission

includes: 'In my name shall they cast out devils.' This authority continues in the

church—not in our own power but in the name of Jesus.

Matthew 10:1

And when he had called unto him his twelve disciples, he gave them power

against unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to heal all manner of sickness and

all manner of disease.

Luke 10:17

And the seventy returned again with joy, saying, Lord, even the devils are subject

unto us through thy name.

Luke 10:18-19

And he said unto them, I beheld Satan as lightning fall from heaven. Behold, I

give unto you power to tread on serpents and scorpions, and over all the power

of the enemy: and nothing shall by any means hurt you.

Mark 16:17

And these signs shall follow them that believe; In my name shall they cast out

devils; they shall speak with new tongues.

Acts 16:18
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And this did she many days. But Paul, being grieved, turned and said to the spirit,

I command thee in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her. And he came out

the same hour.

Acts 19:15-16

And the evil spirit answered and said, Jesus I know, and Paul I know; but who are

ye? And the man in whom the evil spirit was leaped on them, and overcame them,

and prevailed against them, so that they fled out of that house naked and

wounded.

Spiritual Warfare

The Armor of God — Equipped for Battle

Paul's description of spiritual armor in Ephesians 6 provides the most

comprehensive biblical instruction on how believers are to engage in spiritual

warfare. Significantly, Paul does not leave believers to devise their own strategies or

forge their own weapons. He commands them to 'put on the whole armour of God'—

armor designed by God, provided by God, proven effective by God. The armor is His

provision; our responsibility is to wear it. The phrase 'whole armour' (*Greek

panoplia*, πανοπλία) emphasizes completeness—partial armor leaves vulnerabilities.

Every piece matters.

The purpose of the armor is defensive, not offensive conquest: 'that ye may be able

to stand against the wiles of the devil... that ye may be able to withstand in the evil

day, and having done all, to stand.' Three times Paul emphasizes standing—holding

ground against attack, not launching campaigns. The word 'wiles' (*methodeia*,

μεθοδεία) suggests scheming, strategy, systematic deception. Satan does not merely

tempt impulsively but deploys calculated methods requiring prepared resistance.

The 'evil day' may refer to times of intensified spiritual attack when multiple

pressures converge. In such times, standing firm becomes the victory.

Each piece of armor corresponds to a spiritual reality and addresses a particular

vulnerability. The **belt of truth** secures all other pieces, suggesting that truth is

foundational—falsehood compromises everything else. The **breastplate of

righteousness** guards the heart and vital organs, indicating that practical godliness

protects believers from accusations and defeats. The feet **shod with the

preparation of the gospel of peace** provide stable footing and readiness,
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suggesting that grounding in the gospel and readiness to proclaim it stabilize

believers in conflict. The **shield of faith** quenches 'all the fiery darts of the

wicked'—flaming arrows of doubt, temptation, accusation that Satan hurls. Faith in

God's character, promises, and power extinguishes these attacks before they

penetrate.

The **helmet of salvation** protects the mind and head, suggesting that assurance

of salvation guards against despair and doubt about one's standing before God. The

**sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God**, is the only offensive weapon listed,

emphasizing Scripture's primacy in spiritual combat. Jesus wielded this sword in the

wilderness, answering each satanic temptation with 'It is written.' Finally, **prayer

with supplication in the Spirit** undergirds all—'praying always with all prayer and

supplication in the Spirit.' Spiritual armor without prayerful dependence on God

becomes mere religious externalism. These weapons are 'not carnal, but mighty

through God to the pulling down of strong holds.' Victory comes not through human

effort but through appropriating divine provision.

Ephesians 6:11

Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of

the devil.

Ephesians 6:13-17

Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to

withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand. Stand therefore, having

your loins girt about with truth, and having on the breastplate of righteousness;

And your feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace; Above all, taking

the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the

wicked. And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is

the word of God.

Ephesians 6:18

Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and watching

thereunto with all perseverance and supplication for all saints.

2 Corinthians 10:4

For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God to the

pulling down of strong holds.

1 Peter 5:9
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Whom resist stedfast in the faith, knowing that the same afflictions are

accomplished in your brethren that are in the world.

Resisting the Devil — Submission and Resistance

Scripture provides clear instruction for engaging spiritual enemies. James

commands: 'Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee

from you.' The order matters—submission precedes resistance. We resist not in our

own strength but from a position of submission to God's authority. Peter warns: 'Be

sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about,

seeking whom he may devour: Whom resist stedfast in the faith.' Satan is dangerous

but defeatable. Those who resist him in faith find he flees. The battle is real but the

victory is assured.

James 4:7

Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.

1 Peter 5:8-9

Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh

about, seeking whom he may devour: Whom resist stedfast in the faith, knowing

that the same afflictions are accomplished in your brethren that are in the world.

Revelation 12:11

And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their

testimony; and they loved not their lives unto the death.

Romans 16:20

And the God of peace shall bruise Satan under your feet shortly. The grace of our

Lord Jesus Christ be with you. Amen.

1 John 5:18

We know that whosoever is born of God sinneth not; but he that is begotten of

God keepeth himself, and that wicked one toucheth him not.

Demonic Deception — Wolves in Sheep's Clothing

If Satan's primary characteristic is rebellion, his primary weapon is deception. He is

'the father of lies' who 'deceiveth the whole world,' employing falsehood as his native

language and fundamental strategy. Unlike God who cannot lie and whose every

word is truth, Satan cannot tell the truth except when it serves a larger lie. From his

first recorded words in Eden—'Yea, hath God said?'—to his final deception gathering

nations for battle against God, Satan's methodology remains consistent: question
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God's word, distort God's character, present evil as good and good as evil.

His deceptions are sophisticated, not crude. Paul warns that 'Satan himself is

transformed into an angel of light. Therefore it is no great thing if his ministers also

be transformed as the ministers of righteousness.' The devil does not always appear

horned and menacing; he often appears glorious, righteous, appealing. His false

teachers do not typically deny God outright but subtly twist doctrine, mix truth with

error, present 'another gospel' that sounds similar to the true one but leads to

destruction. They come as 'wolves in sheep's clothing'—externally they resemble

shepherds; internally they are predators. The danger lies precisely in their

plausibility.

Paul prophesies that 'in the latter times some shall depart from the faith, giving heed

to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils.' Demons actively promote false theology

through human teachers who have abandoned sound doctrine. These 'doctrines of

devils' are not obviously satanic but religiously deceptive—prohibiting marriage,

commanding abstinence from foods, promoting asceticism as spirituality. They

appear pious while denying grace. Second Thessalonians warns of the man of sin

'whose coming is after the working of Satan with all power and signs and lying

wonders.' Satan can produce counterfeit miracles to authenticate false teaching. Not

every supernatural manifestation originates with God; demons can work 'lying

wonders' that deceive those who 'received not the love of the truth.'

Paul fears for the Corinthians 'lest by any means, as the serpent beguiled Eve

through his subtilty, so your minds should be corrupted from the simplicity that is in

Christ.' Satanic deception targets the mind, complicating the simple gospel, adding

requirements to grace, obscuring Christ's sufficiency. Therefore believers must 'try

the spirits whether they are of God: because many false prophets are gone out into

the world.' Not every teaching claiming divine origin actually comes from God. Not

every spiritual experience is Spirit-generated. Not every miracle authenticates the

miracle-worker. Discernment is not optional but essential. Scripture alone provides

the touchstone by which all teaching, all prophecy, all spiritual claims must be

tested. What contradicts Scripture, however miraculous or popular or ancient, must

be rejected. What aligns with Scripture, however humble or unpopular or new, must

be received. Satan's deceptions are manifold, but God's truth is singular and

sufficient.

2 Corinthians 11:14-15
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And no marvel; for Satan himself is transformed into an angel of light. Therefore

it is no great thing if his ministers also be transformed as the ministers of

righteousness; whose end shall be according to their works.

1 Timothy 4:1

Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart from

the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils.

1 John 4:1

Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of God:

because many false prophets are gone out into the world.

2 Thessalonians 2:9

Even him, whose coming is after the working of Satan with all power and signs

and lying wonders.

2 Corinthians 11:3

But I fear, lest by any means, as the serpent beguiled Eve through his subtilty, so

your minds should be corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ.

Revelation 12:9

And the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan,

which deceiveth the whole world.

Testing the Spirits

Discerning True from False — By Their Fruits

Not every spiritual manifestation is from God. Jesus warned of false prophets in

sheep's clothing and taught that we know them by their fruits. John commands

testing the spirits: 'Every spirit that confesseth that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh

is of God: And every spirit that confesseth not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is

not of God: and this is that spirit of antichrist.' The test is Christological—does the

teaching honor Christ's person and work? Additionally, fruit of the Spirit versus

works of the flesh distinguishes divine from demonic. Sound doctrine and godly

character together mark the Spirit's work.

1 John 4:1-3

Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of God:

because many false prophets are gone out into the world. Hereby know ye the

Spirit of God: Every spirit that confesseth that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is
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of God: And every spirit that confesseth not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh

is not of God: and this is that spirit of antichrist.

Matthew 7:15-16

Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly

they are ravening wolves. Ye shall know them by their fruits.

Matthew 7:20

Wherefore by their fruits ye shall know them.

Galatians 5:22-23

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness,

faith, Meekness, temperance: against such there is no law.

1 Corinthians 12:3

Wherefore I give you to understand, that no man speaking by the Spirit of God

calleth Jesus accursed: and that no man can say that Jesus is the Lord, but by the

Holy Ghost.

Avoiding the Occult — Forbidden Practices

Scripture absolutely forbids any involvement with the occult. The Mosaic law

condemns witchcraft, divination, necromancy, enchantments, and consulting familiar

spirits—all are abominations to the LORD. Saul's consultation with the witch of

Endor was a sin for which he died. The Ephesian converts burned their magic books

worth fifty thousand pieces of silver. Believers must have no fellowship with the

unfruitful works of darkness. What communion has light with darkness? What

concord has Christ with Belial? All occult practices open doors to demonic influence

and must be completely forsaken.

Deuteronomy 18:10-12

There shall not be found among you any one that maketh his son or his daughter

to pass through the fire, or that useth divination, or an observer of times, or an

enchanter, or a witch, Or a charmer, or a consulter with familiar spirits, or a

wizard, or a necromancer. For all that do these things are an abomination unto

the LORD.

1 Chronicles 10:13-14

So Saul died for his transgression which he committed against the LORD, even

against the word of the LORD, which he kept not, and also for asking counsel of

one that had a familiar spirit, to enquire of it; And enquired not of the LORD:

therefore he slew him.
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Acts 19:19

Many of them also which used curious arts brought their books together, and

burned them before all men: and they counted the price of them, and found it

fifty thousand pieces of silver.

2 Corinthians 6:14-15

Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for what fellowship hath

righteousness with unrighteousness? and what communion hath light with

darkness? And what concord hath Christ with Belial?

Ephesians 5:11

And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather reprove

them.

Galatians 5:20-21

Idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, strife, seditions,

heresies, Envyings, murders, drunkenness, revellings, and such like: of the which

I tell you before, as I have also told you in time past, that they which do such

things shall not inherit the kingdom of God.

The Final Doom of Demons

War in Heaven — Michael Casts Out the Dragon

Revelation depicts a future cosmic battle: 'And there was war in heaven: Michael

and his angels fought against the dragon; and the dragon fought and his angels, and

prevailed not.' Satan and his angels are cast out of heaven, losing their access as

accusers of the brethren. The devil comes down to earth 'having great wrath,

because he knoweth that he hath but a short time.' This expulsion intensifies

tribulation on earth but marks a decisive stage in Satan's defeat. The accuser is

silenced; heaven rejoices; the saints overcome by the blood of the Lamb.

Revelation 12:7-9

And there was war in heaven: Michael and his angels fought against the dragon;

and the dragon fought and his angels, And prevailed not; neither was their place

found any more in heaven. And the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent,

called the Devil, and Satan, which deceiveth the whole world: he was cast out

into the earth, and his angels were cast out with him.

Revelation 12:10-11
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And I heard a loud voice saying in heaven, Now is come salvation, and strength,

and the kingdom of our God, and the power of his Christ: for the accuser of our

brethren is cast down, which accused them before our God day and night. And

they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their testimony.

Revelation 12:12

Therefore rejoice, ye heavens, and ye that dwell in them. Woe to the inhabiters of

the earth and of the sea! for the devil is come down unto you, having great

wrath, because he knoweth that he hath but a short time.

The Lake of Fire — Everlasting Punishment

The final destination of Satan and his demons is the lake of fire, described as

'everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels.' This eternal punishment was

not originally intended for humanity but designed specifically for Satan and his

followers. That humans join them there results from rejecting the salvation God

provided at infinite cost. The demons' doom is fixed, their sentence irrevocable, their

punishment eternal. No possibility of redemption exists for fallen angels; no gospel

is preached to demons; no savior died for them. Their judgment awaits only its

execution.

Revelation outlines the final stages of Satan's defeat. At Christ's return, an angel

descends from heaven 'having the key of the bottomless pit and a great chain in his

hand.' He seizes 'the dragon, that old serpent, which is the Devil, and Satan, and

bound him a thousand years, and cast him into the bottomless pit, and shut him up,

and set a seal upon him, that he should deceive the nations no more, till the

thousand years should be fulfilled.' This binding removes Satan from influence

during Christ's millennial kingdom, demonstrating that human sin does not require

demonic temptation—human hearts are sufficiently corrupt apart from satanic

influence. Evil persists even with Satan bound, vindicating God's judgment on

human depravity.

After the thousand years, Satan 'must be loosed a little season.' He immediately

resumes his work of deception, going 'out to deceive the nations which are in the

four quarters of the earth... to gather them together to battle: the number of whom

is as the sand of the sea.' Even after a thousand years of perfect government under

Christ's visible rule, multitudes follow Satan in final rebellion when given

opportunity. This demonstrates the incorrigibility of both Satan and unregenerate

humanity—neither time nor perfect conditions produce repentance apart from God's
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regenerating grace. Fire comes down from God and devours them, and then comes

the final sentence: 'And the devil that deceived them was cast into the lake of fire

and brimstone, where the beast and the false prophet are, and shall be tormented

day and night for ever and ever.'

The demons know this doom awaits them. When confronted by Jesus, they cried 'Art

thou come hither to torment us before the time?'—acknowledging an appointed time

for their punishment. They know Scripture, believe its prophecies, and tremble at

the certain judgment ahead. Yet their knowledge produces no repentance, only

terror. Their torment is described as eternal—'for ever and ever,' the strongest

phrase for unending duration in Greek. There is no annihilation, no second chance,

no eventual rehabilitation. The lake of fire is the final end of all who reject God, and

it was prepared first and foremost for the devil and his angels. Satan's defeat is

total, his doom eternal, his kingdom utterly destroyed.

Revelation 20:10

And the devil that deceived them was cast into the lake of fire and brimstone,

where the beast and the false prophet are, and shall be tormented day and night

for ever and ever.

Matthew 25:41

Then shall he say also unto them on the left hand, Depart from me, ye cursed,

into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels.

Revelation 20:1-3

And I saw an angel come down from heaven, having the key of the bottomless pit

and a great chain in his hand. And he laid hold on the dragon, that old serpent,

which is the Devil, and Satan, and bound him a thousand years, And cast him into

the bottomless pit, and shut him up, and set a seal upon him, that he should

deceive the nations no more.

Matthew 8:29

And, behold, they cried out, saying, What have we to do with thee, Jesus, thou

Son of God? art thou come hither to torment us before the time?

Jude 1:6

And the angels which kept not their first estate, but left their own habitation, he

hath reserved in everlasting chains under darkness unto the judgment of the

great day.
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