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Goodness, from the Greek ἀγαθωσύνη (agathosune), represents moral

excellence, uprightness of heart, and active benevolence toward others. This

sixth fruit of the Spirit encompasses both internal virtue and external action—

a righteous character that expresses itself through generous, beneficent

deeds. Unlike mere moralism or external conformity to rules, biblical

goodness flows from a regenerated nature transformed by the Holy Spirit. It

produces integrity in business, generosity toward the needy, righteousness in

conduct, and zeal for good works in all spheres of life. This fruit demonstrates

the Spirit's ongoing work of conforming believers to Christ's image,

reproducing the divine goodness in human vessels.

Note: The Greek ἀγαθωσύνη (agathosune) signifies active, practical goodness—virtue that benefits

others and righteousness that expresses itself in generous action. Related to ἀγαθός (agathos, good), it

emphasizes moral excellence coupled with beneficence. While Christ alone is inherently good (Mark

10:18), the Spirit reproduces this divine quality in believers, enabling them to be 'filled with all

goodness' (Romans 15:14). This goodness differs from χρηστότης (gentleness/kindness) by emphasizing

moral uprightness alongside benevolence.

Scripture establishes that only God possesses essential, inherent goodness.

When the rich young ruler addressed Jesus as 'Good Master,' Christ

responded, 'Why callest thou me good? there is none good but one, that is,

God' (Mark 10:18). This declaration emphasizes that all goodness derives

from God's nature and flows from His character. He alone is 'good, and ready

to forgive' (Psalm 86:5), the source of 'every good gift and every perfect gift'

(James 1:17). Human goodness, therefore, represents not autonomous moral

achievement but participation in divine nature through the Spirit's
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indwelling. As believers abide in Christ, the Vine, they bear fruit reflecting

His essential goodness—not manufacturing righteousness through effort but

manifesting the life within.

This fruit manifests in zealous pursuit of good works. Paul testified that

believers are God's 'workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works,

which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them' (Ephesians

2:10). While works cannot save, genuine salvation inevitably produces works.

Goodness moves beyond passive avoidance of evil to active pursuit of

righteousness and benevolence. It prompts believers to 'do good unto all

men, especially unto them who are of the household of faith' (Galatians 6:10),

to be 'ready to every good work' (Titus 3:1), and to be 'zealous of good works'

(Titus 2:14). This fruit transforms theoretical Christianity into practical

godliness, demonstrating faith through deeds.

Moreover, goodness encompasses moral integrity and upright dealing in all

relationships. It produces honesty in business—refusing to defraud, cheat, or

misrepresent for profit. It ensures faithfulness in marriage, rejecting adultery

and maintaining purity. It manifests in just treatment of employees, servants,

and those under one's authority. It prompts truthfulness in speech, keeping

promises and avoiding deceit. This comprehensive righteousness

demonstrates that Christ's lordship extends to every area of life—not merely

religious activities but all conduct, public and private. Believers 'let their light

so shine before men, that they may see their good works, and glorify their

Father which is in heaven' (Matthew 5:16), making invisible grace visible

through righteous living.

The cultivation of goodness requires both divine enabling and human

cooperation. Paul prayed that God would 'fulfil all the good pleasure of his

goodness' in believers (2 Thessalonians 1:11), recognizing that the Spirit

supplies power while Christians supply willing obedience. Believers must
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actively 'learn to maintain good works for necessary uses' (Titus 3:14),

training themselves in righteousness through practice. They must 'prove what

is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God' (Romans 12:2),

discerning divine standards and conforming their conduct accordingly. As

they yield to the Spirit's promptings, resist temptation, and pursue

righteousness, this fruit matures—producing lives marked by practical

holiness, generous benevolence, and moral excellence that glorifies God and

commends the gospel to watching unbelievers. 

Key Verses

Romans 15:14

And I myself also am persuaded of you, my brethren, that ye also are full of

goodness, filled with all knowledge, able also to admonish one another.

Ephesians 5:9

For the fruit of the Spirit is in all goodness and righteousness and truth.

2 Thessalonians 1:11

Wherefore also we pray always for you, that our God would count you worthy of

this calling, and fulfil all the good pleasure of his goodness, and the work of faith

with power.

Psalm 23:6

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: and I will dwell

in the house of the LORD for ever.

Matthew 5:16

Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and

glorify your Father which is in heaven.

Galatians 6:10

As we have therefore opportunity, let us do good unto all men, especially unto

them who are of the household of faith.

3



From KJV Study • kjvstudy.org

4


	Goodness
	Key Verses


