
Zephaniah 3:10
Authorized King James Version (KJV)

From beyond the rivers of Ethiopia my suppliants, even the

daughter of my dispersed, shall bring mine offering. 

Analysis

From beyond the rivers of Ethiopia my suppliants, even the daughter of my

dispersed,  shall  bring  mine  offering—this  verse  extends  restoration's

geographic scope to earth's extremities. "Beyond the rivers of Ethiopia" (me'ever

le-naharey khush, ּׁמֵעֵברֶ לנְהֲַריֵ־כוש) designates the farthest known regions south of

Israel, possibly the Nile's headwaters or beyond. Ethiopia (Cush) represented the

southern boundary of the known world, as Tarshish represented the west (Jonah

1:3). The phrase "from beyond" emphasizes remoteness—even from earth's distant

edges, the dispersed will return.

"My suppliants" (atrai, ַעֲתרָי) derives from atar (ַעָתר), meaning to pray earnestly, to

supplicate, to entreat. These aren't casual worshipers but earnest seekers bringing

desperate petitions. "The daughter of my dispersed" (bat-putsi, ַבתַּ־פוצּי) uses puts

.meaning scattered, dispersed—referring to exiles scattered among nations ,(פּוץּ)

"Daughter" is feminine singular collective, representing the scattered community

personified. These scattered suppliants represent both physical exile (Assyrian and

Babylonian deportations) and spiritual alienation—those far from God's presence

returning in worship.

"Shall  bring mine offering"  (yevalun minchati, מִנחְָתיִ  ּן  (יבְלָו  uses  minchah (מִנחְָה),

meaning tribute, offering, or gift, often the grain offering accompanying sacrifice.

The emphasis falls on "mine offering"—what belongs to God, what He has claimed.

This  pictures  restored  worship:  exiles  from  earth's  ends  bringing  offerings  to

Yahweh's house. Isaiah prophesied similarly: nations bringing Israel back "for an
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offering unto the LORD" (Isaiah 66:20). Malachi declared God's name would be

great  among  Gentiles,  who  would  bring  pure  offerings  (Malachi  1:11).  This

anticipates the gospel's reach to earth's ends (Acts 1:8) and worship by redeemed

from every nation (Revelation 7:9-10).

Historical Context

Ethiopia  (Cush)  had  complex  relationships  with  Israel  throughout  history.

Ethiopian eunuch served as Jeremiah's protector (Jeremiah 38:7-13), and later an

Ethiopian  eunuch  became an  early  Gentile  convert  (Acts  8:26-39).  The  phrase

"beyond the rivers of Ethiopia" suggests regions beyond even Cush—the absolute

extremity  of  the  known  world.  For  Zephaniah's  audience,  this  was  a  stunning

prophecy: those most distant geographically and ethnically would worship Yahweh.

The Assyrian (722 BC) and Babylonian (605-586 BC) conquests scattered Israelites

throughout the Near East  and beyond.  Jewish communities  appeared in Egypt,

Babylon, Persia, and eventually throughout the Mediterranean world. The return

from exile (538 BC onward) saw only a remnant physically return to Jerusalem,

while  most  remained  dispersed—the  beginning  of  the  Diaspora  that  continues

today.  Yet  wherever  scattered,  Jewish  communities  maintained  worship  and

brought offerings to Jerusalem's temple during pilgrim feasts.

The prophecy finds fuller realization in the church. The gospel reached Ethiopia

early (Acts 8), then spread throughout the Roman Empire and beyond, eventually

reaching  every  continent.  Paul's  ministry  to  Gentiles  fulfilled  this  vision:  those

formerly "far off" brought near through Christ's blood (Ephesians 2:13), offering

themselves  as  "living  sacrifices"  (Romans  12:1)  and  bringing  spiritual  worship

from earth's ends. Missionary expansion continues this pattern, with churches now

planted among virtually every people group, all  bringing "mine offering" to the

Lord.

Related Passages

Hebrews 11:1 — Definition of faith 

Romans 1:17 — The righteous shall live by faith 
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Study Questions

How does the vision of worshipers from earth's extremities inform and

motivate contemporary missions and evangelism?

What "offering" does God seek from His dispersed people today, and how do

believers bring it?

How should the church's global, multi-ethnic character display the fulfillment

of Old Testament prophecies like this?

Interlinear Text

ברֶ מֵעֵ
From beyond

H5676

לנְהֲַֽריֵ
the rivers

H5104

ושּׁ כ
of Ethiopia

H3568

עֲתרָיַ
my suppliants

H6282

בתַּ
even the daughter

H1323

י פּוצַּ
of my dispersed

H6327

ּן ו יוֹבלִ
shall bring

H2986

מִנחְָתיִֽ׃
mine offering

H4503

Additional Cross-References

Isaiah 11:11 (Parallel theme): And it shall come to pass in that day, that the Lord

shall set his hand again the second time to recover the remnant of his people,

which shall  be left,  from Assyria,  and from Egypt,  and from Pathros,  and from

Cush, and from Elam, and from Shinar, and from Hamath, and from the islands of

the sea.

Psalms 68:31 (Parallel theme):  Princes shall come out of Egypt; Ethiopia shall

soon stretch out her hands unto God.

Isaiah 18:1 (Parallel  theme):  Woe to the land shadowing with wings,  which is

beyond the rivers of Ethiopia:

Romans 15:16 (Sacrifice):  That I should be the minister of Jesus Christ to the

Gentiles, ministering the gospel of God, that the offering up of the Gentiles might

be acceptable, being sanctified by the Holy Ghost.

1. 

2. 

3. 
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1 Peter 1:1 (Parallel theme):  Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, to the strangers

scattered throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia,
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