Zephaniah 1:17

Authorized King James Version (KJV)

And I will bring distress upon men, that they shall walk like
blind men, because they have sinned against the LORD: and
their blood shall be poured out as dust, and their flesh as the
dung.

Analysis

I will bring distress upon men, that they shall walk like blind men—The
Hebrew va'hatsarti la'adam means 'I will bring into straits/narrow places.'
Blindness here is judicial—those who refused to see God's ways are struck with
moral and spiritual blindness.

Their blood shall be poured out as dust, and their flesh as the dung (onT
19y) dam'am ke'afar)—Ultimate dehumanization. Blood, sacred and requiring
burial (Genesis 9:4, Deuteronomy 21:23), becomes worthless as dust. Flesh
becomes refuse (dung, nniny tse'otam). This reverses the dignity of being created
in God's image—the wages of covenant betrayal.

Historical Context

This prophecy was fulfilled literally during Jerusalem's 586 BC destruction, when
Babylonian soldiers showed no mercy, leaving bodies unburied in the streets
(Lamentations 2:21, 4:14). Josephus records similar scenes during Rome's AD 70
siege.



Related Passages

1 Corinthians 13:4 — Characteristics of love
John 15:13 — Greatest form of love
Revelation 20:12 — Judgment according to deeds

Romans 2:1 — Judging others

Study Questions

1. How does sin ultimately 'blind' us to reality, causing us to stumble despite
God's warnings?

2. What does the graphic imagery of worthless blood and flesh reveal about sin's
dehumanizing effects?

3. Where do you need to repent of spiritual blindness—walking confidently in

directions God has clearly forbidden?

Interlinear Text
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as dust and their flesh as the dung
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Additional Cross-References

Micah 7:13 (Parallel theme): Notwithstanding the land shall be desolate because
of them that dwell therein, for the fruit of their doings.

Revelation 3:17 (Parallel theme): Because thou sayest, I am rich, and increased
with goods, and have need of nothing; and knowest not that thou art wretched,
and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked:

Psalms 83:10 (Parallel theme): Which perished at En-dor: they became as dung
for the earth.

From KJV Study ° kjvstudy.org



	Zephaniah 1:17
	Analysis
	Historical Context
	Related Passages
	Study Questions
	Interlinear Text
	Additional Cross-References


