
Zechariah 9:6
Authorized King James Version (KJV)

And a bastard shall dwell in Ashdod, and I will cut off the

pride of the Philistines. 

Analysis

And a bastard shall dwell in Ashdod, and I will  cut off the pride of the

Philistines—the  judgment  intensifies  with  ethnic  and  cultural  humiliation.  "A

bastard shall dwell in Ashdod" (ve-yashav mamzer be-Ashdod, זרֵ בְּׁאַש�ְׁדוֹּד ְׁישָ�ַב מַמְׁ (ו

describes illegitimate occupants replacing the native population. The term mamzer

זרֵ) (מַמְׁ  means  "mongrel"  or  "mixed  race"—someone  of  questionable  parentage,

excluded  from Israel's  assembly  (Deuteronomy  23:2).  Here  it  suggests  foreign

settlers of mixed or uncertain ethnic origin displacing pure Philistines.

This prophecy found fulfillment as Alexander's conquests brought Greek colonists

who intermarried with native populations, creating Hellenized communities that

erased distinct Philistine identity. The once-proud Philistine ethnicity dissolved into

the mixed Hellenistic  culture  of  the  Eastern Mediterranean.  What  centuries  of

Israelite  pressure  couldn't  accomplish—Philistine  extinction—Greek  colonization

achieved.

"And I will cut off the pride of the Philistines" (ve-hikhrati ge'on Pelishtim,

פְּׁלִּש�ְׁתִּּים ְּׁאוֹן  ג ְׁהִּכְׁרתִַּּי  (ו  announces  the  true  objective.  God  targets  their  ga'on (גאָּוֹן,

pride/arrogance),  the  root  sin  of  opposing God's  people.  Throughout  Scripture,

divine judgment aims not merely at political or military defeat but at humbling

human pride that exalts itself against God (Isaiah 2:12-17; Proverbs 16:18). The

Philistines' pride in their military prowess, their Goliath-like boasting (1 Samuel

17),  and their capture of the Ark (1 Samuel 4-6) exemplified arrogance toward
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Israel's  God.  Now that  pride  receives  its  final  humiliation—ethnic  and  cultural

extinction.

Historical Context

Ashdod (Greek Azotus) was one of Philistia's five major cities,  located between

Ashkelon and Joppa on the coastal plain. The Philistines, possibly originating from

Crete or the Aegean region (Amos 9:7; Jeremiah 47:4), arrived in Canaan around

1200  BC as  part  of  the  "Sea  Peoples"  migrations.  They  brought  superior  iron

technology  and  military  organization,  dominating  Israel  until  David's  victories.

Despite subsequent defeats, Philistine identity persisted for centuries.

Alexander's conquests Hellenized the entire Eastern Mediterranean. Greek settlers

(often  military  veterans)  received  land  grants  in  conquered  territories,

intermarrying with locals and spreading Greek language and culture. This cultural

imperialism  succeeded  where  military  conquest  alone  failed—it  erased  native

identities.  By  the  New  Testament  era,  cities  like  Ashdod  were  thoroughly

Hellenized. Philip the Evangelist preached in Azotus (Acts 8:40), demonstrating

gospel  penetration  into  formerly  pagan  Philistine  territory.  The  prophecy's

fulfillment  shows  God's  comprehensive  control  of  history—using  even  pagan

empires to accomplish His purposes and prepare for Christ's coming.

Related Passages

Romans 1:17 — The righteous shall live by faith 

James 2:17 — Faith and works 

Study Questions

How does God's judgment targeting Philistine pride rather than merely their

political power reveal His concern with heart attitudes over external

circumstances?

What does the erosion of Philistine identity through cultural assimilation

teach about God's varied methods of executing judgment?
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In what ways might believers today harbor pride that, like the Philistines',

needs to be 'cut off' through divine discipline?

Interlinear Text

ב ְׁישָ�ַ ו
shall dwell

H3427

ר ֵ ז מַמְׁ
And a bastard

H4464

וֹד ּ בְּׁאַש�ְׁד
in Ashdod

H795

י ְׁהִּכְׁרתִַּּ ו
and I will cut off

H3772

וֹן ְּׁא ג
the pride

H1347

פְּׁלִּש�ְׁתִּּיֽם׃
of the Philistines

H6430

Additional Cross-References

Amos 1:8 (Parallel theme): And I will cut off the inhabitant from Ashdod, and him

that holdeth the sceptre from Ashkelon, and I will turn mine hand against Ekron:

and the remnant of the Philistines shall perish, saith the Lord GOD.

1 Peter 5:5 (Parallel theme):  Likewise, ye younger, submit yourselves unto the

elder. Yea, all of you be subject one to another, and be clothed with humility: for

God resisteth the proud, and giveth grace to the humble.

Zephaniah 2:10 (Parallel theme):  This shall they have for their pride, because

they have reproached and magnified themselves against the people of the LORD of

hosts.
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