Zechariah 9:10

Authorized King James Version (KJV)

And I will cut off the chariot from Ephraim, and the horse
from Jerusalem, and the battle bow shall be cut off: and he
shall speak peace unto the heathen: and his dominion shall be
from sea even to sea, and from the river even to the ends of

the earth.

Analysis

And I will cut off the chariot from Ephraim, and the horse from Jerusalem,
and the battle bow shall be cut off—following verse 9's famous prophecy of
Messiah entering Jerusalem on a donkey, verse 10 describes His reign's character.
God will "cut off" (hikhrati, mi>n) instruments of war. "The chariot from
Ephraim" (representing the northern kingdom/Israel) and "the horse from
Jerusalem" (representing Judah) signify military power. "The battle bow"
(geshet milchamah, nnn'7n nvj7) completes the triad of ancient warfare technology:
chariots, cavalry, and archery.

Messiah's kingdom will not be established or maintained by military force. This
contrasts sharply with every earthly kingdom. The cutting off of weapons isn't
defeat but transformation—from military conquest to peaceful reign. Isaiah 2:4
and Micah 4:3 prophesy similar disarmament: "they shall beat their swords into

plowshares." Christ's first advent perfectly embodied this—He rejected violent
messianism, rebuked Peter for sword use (Matthew 26:52), and declared His
kingdom "not of this world" (John 18:36). Though He returns as conquering King

(Revelation 19:11-16), His ultimate reign is peaceful.

"And he shall speak peace unto the heathen: and his dominion shall be



from sea even to sea, and from the river even to the ends of the earth" (ve-
dibber shalom la-goyim u-moshlo mi-yam ad-yam u-mi-nahar ad-aphsei-aretz).
Messiah "shall speak peace unto the heathen"—active proclamation, not
merely absence of war. His shalom (D17¥) encompasses wholeness, prosperity, and
right relationship with God. His dominion extends universally: "from sea even to
sea" (Mediterranean to Persian Gulf or beyond) and "from the river" (Euphrates)
"even to the ends of the earth" (Psalm 72:8 uses identical language). This
describes unlimited, global sovereignty—fulfilled spiritually through the gospel's
spread and ultimately in Christ's millennial/eternal reign.

Historical Context

This prophecy subverted Jewish messianic expectations. First-century Jews
anticipated a Davidic warrior-king who would overthrow Rome and restore Israel's
political independence. Zechariah 9:9-10 presents a paradox: a King who enters
humbly on a donkey yet rules the entire earth, who disarms armies yet achieves
universal dominion. This paradox resolves in Christ's two advents: first coming in
humility to accomplish spiritual salvation through the cross; second coming in
glory to establish visible, earthly reign.

Jesus's ministry demonstrated this peaceful kingdom. He preached the gospel
("speaking peace") to Samaritans, Syro-Phoenicians, Roman centurions—extending
God's kingdom beyond ethnic Israel to all nations. The Great Commission
(Matthew 28:18-20) commissioned His disciples to bring all nations under His
lordship through proclamation, not conquest. Church history shows this pattern:
Christianity spreads most authentically through gospel proclamation and
transformed lives, not military crusades (which contradicted Christ's kingdom
nature). The book of Acts traces the gospel's expansion "to the ends of the earth"
(Acts 1:8), fulfilling Zechariah's prophecy of universal dominion through peaceful
proclamation. Complete fulfillment awaits Christ's return when "the earth shall be
full of the knowledge of the LORD, as the waters cover the sea" (Isaiah 11:9).

Related Passages

Ephesians 2:8 — Salvation by grace through faith



John 3:16 — God's love and salvation

Study Questions

1. How does Christ's disarmament of weapons challenge both ancient and
modern tendencies to advance religion or ideology through violence?

2. What does it mean practically for Christ to 'speak peace unto the heathen,'
and how does the church participate in this ministry?

3. How should believers balance confidence in Christ's present spiritual reign
with anticipation of His future visible, universal kingdom?

Interlinear Text
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And I will cut off the chariot from Ephraim and the horse from Jerusalem
H3772 H7393 H669 H5483 H3389
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And I will cut off bow and the battle and he shall speak peace
H3772 H7198 H4421 H1696 H7965

D "7 17wt D! TV n!

unto the heathen and his dominion even tosea 1704 even to sea
H1471 H4915 H3220 H3220
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and from the river H5704 even to the ends of the earth
H5104 H657 H776

Additional Cross-References

Hosea 2:18 (Parallel theme): And in that day will I make a covenant for them with
the beasts of the field, and with the fowls of heaven, and with the creeping things
of the ground: and I will break the bow and the sword and the battle out of the
earth, and will make them to lie down safely.



Hosea 1:7 (Parallel theme): But I will have mercy upon the house of Judah, and
will save them by the LORD their God, and will not save them by bow, nor by
sword, nor by battle, by horses, nor by horsemen.

Revelation 11:15 (Parallel theme): And the seventh angel sounded; and there
were great voices in heaven, saying, The kingdoms of this world are become the
kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Christ; and he shall reign for ever and ever.

Isaiah 60:12 (Parallel theme): For the nation and kingdom that will not serve thee

shall perish; yea, those nations shall be utterly wasted.

Isaiah 49:6 (Parallel theme): And he said, It is a light thing that thou shouldest be
my servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob, and to restore the preserved of Israel: I
will also give thee for a light to the Gentiles, that thou mayest be my salvation unto
the end of the earth.

Micah 5:4 (Parallel theme): And he shall stand and feed in the strength of the
LORD, in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God; and they shall abide: for
now shall he be great unto the ends of the earth.
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