
Zechariah 8:7
Authorized King James Version (KJV)

Thus saith the LORD of hosts; Behold, I will save my people

from the east country, and from the west country; 

Analysis

Thus saith the LORD of hosts; Behold, I will save my people from the east

country, and from the west country. God promises comprehensive ingathering

of  His  scattered  people.  The  command  "Behold" (hineni, (הִננְיִ   literally  means

"Behold me" or "Here I am," demanding attention to divine action. The verb "I will

save" (moshia, ַמוֹש�ִיע) means to deliver, rescue, bring salvation—God Himself acts

as  Savior,  not  through intermediaries  but  directly  intervening on behalf  of  His

people.

"From the east country, and from the west country" (me-eretz mizrach u-me-

eretz  mevo  ha-shemesh, הַש��ָּׁמֶש�  מְבוֹא  �מֵאֶרץֶ  ו מִזרְָּׁח  (מֵאֶרץֶ   uses  merism—naming

opposites to indicate totality. Literally "from the land of sunrise and from the land

of  the  going  down  of  the  sun,"  this  means  from  everywhere  the  people  are

scattered. Though the immediate context focused on return from Babylonian exile

(east), God's promise extends beyond single geographic restoration to universal

regathering from all directions.

Isaiah prophesied similarly: "Fear not: for I am with thee: I will bring thy seed from

the east, and gather thee from the west; I will say to the north, Give up; and to the

south, Keep not back: bring my sons from far, and my daughters from the ends of

the earth" (Isaiah 43:5-6). This comprehensive gathering finds initial fulfillment in

returns from exile, partial fulfillment in the church gathering believers from every

nation (Ephesians 2:11-22), and ultimate fulfillment when Christ regathers Israel
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at His return (Matthew 24:31; Romans 11:25-26) and brings all the redeemed into

the New Jerusalem (Revelation 7:9-10).

Historical Context

The Babylonian exile scattered Judah's population throughout the ancient Near

East.  The majority were deported to Babylon (modern Iraq, east of Judah),  but

some fled to  Egypt  (west),  and over  time Jewish  diaspora  communities  spread

throughout the Persian Empire and Mediterranean world.  When Cyrus decreed

that Jews could return to Jerusalem (538 BC), only a remnant chose to return—

approximately  50,000  under  Zerubbabel  (Ezra  2).  The  majority  remained

scattered.

Zechariah's  prophecy,  delivered around 518 BC, promised ongoing regathering.

Historically, additional waves of Jews returned: under Ezra (458 BC, Ezra 7-8) and

Nehemiah  (445  BC,  Nehemiah  2).  Yet  even  after  these  returns,  most  Jews

remained  in  diaspora.  By  the  first  century  AD,  Jewish  communities  existed

throughout the Roman Empire—more Jews lived outside Judea than within it. This

diaspora continues today.

Christians  see this  promise finding spiritual  fulfillment  in  the gospel  gathering

elect from every nation into Christ's church—"there is neither Jew nor Greek... for

ye  are  all  one  in  Christ  Jesus"  (Galatians  3:28).  The  church  becomes  the

ingathering of God's people from east and west, as Jesus declared: "Many shall

come from the east and west, and shall sit down with Abraham, and Isaac, and

Jacob, in the kingdom of heaven" (Matthew 8:11). Yet many also anticipate a future

literal regathering of ethnic Israel when "all Israel shall be saved" (Romans 11:26)

at Christ's return.

Related Passages

John 3:16 — God's love and salvation 

Romans 10:9 — Confession and belief for salvation 

Revelation 20:12 — Judgment according to deeds 
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Matthew 25:31 — Final judgment 

Study Questions

How does God's promise to personally save and gather His people

demonstrate His covenant faithfulness despite human unfaithfulness?

In what ways does the church's mission to "make disciples of all nations"

(Matthew 28:19) participate in this eschatological ingathering?

What comfort does this promise offer to believers who feel spiritually

scattered, isolated, or displaced in a hostile world?

Interlinear Text

ה ֹ� כ
H3541

אָּׁמַר
Thus saith

H559

ה ָּׁ יהְו
the LORD

H3068

וֹת צבְָּׁא
of hosts

H6635

י ִ הִננְ
H2005

יעַ מוֹש�ִ
Behold I will save

H3467

אֶת
H853

י עַמ�ִ
my people

H5971

רץֶ �מֵאֶ ו
country

H776

ח מִזרְָּׁ
from the east

H4217

רץֶ �מֵאֶ ו
country

H776

וֹא מְב
and from the west

H3996

הַש��ָּֽׁמֶש�׃
H8121

Additional Cross-References

Isaiah 49:12 (Parallel theme):  Behold, these shall come from far: and, lo, these

from the north and from the west; and these from the land of Sinim.

Jeremiah 31:8 (Parallel theme): Behold, I will bring them from the north country,

and gather them from the coasts of the earth, and with them the blind and the

lame, the woman with child and her that travaileth with child together: a great

company shall return thither.

Malachi 1:11 (References Lord):  For from the rising of the sun even unto the

going down of the same my name shall be great among the Gentiles; and in every

place incense shall be offered unto my name, and a pure offering: for my name

shall be great among the heathen, saith the LORD of hosts.

1. 

2. 

3. 
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