
Zechariah 8:4
Authorized King James Version (KJV)

Thus saith the LORD of hosts; There shall yet old men and old

women dwell in the streets of Jerusalem, and every man with

his staff in his hand for very age. 

Analysis

Thus saith the LORD of hosts;  There shall  yet old men and old women

dwell in the streets of Jerusalem, and every man with his staff in his hand

for very age. This tender promise reverses the curse of  premature death that

accompanied exile and judgment. The phrase "shall yet" (od, עֹד) means "again" or

"still," expressing confidence in restoration despite current desolation. The specific

mention  of  "old  men  and  old  women" (zeqenim  u-zeqenot, וזּקְֵנוֹת  (זקְֵניִם 

emphasizes longevity—people living to full age, reaching elderhood.

The detail "and every man with his staff in his hand for very age" (mishanto

be-yado mi-rov yamim, מִש�ְעַנתְּוֹ ביְדָוֹ מֵרֹב ימִָים) pictures elderly citizens so blessed with

long life that they need walking sticks due to advanced age. This contrasts sharply

with conditions during judgment when people died young through famine, plague,

and  warfare.  Longevity  was  a  covenant  blessing  promised  for  obedience

(Deuteronomy 5:33, 30:20; Proverbs 3:1-2), while premature death accompanied

covenant curse (Deuteronomy 28:20-22).

The image of elderly people "dwelling in the streets" suggests not only longevity

but also security—they can sit peacefully in public spaces without fear of violence,

invasion, or danger. This peaceful scene recalls the Edenic ideal and anticipates

the restoration of all things. Isaiah 65:20 similarly promises, "There shall be no

more thence an infant of days, nor an old man that hath not filled his days." The
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vision depicts  comprehensive shalom—physical  safety,  material  provision,  social

stability, and spiritual blessing.

Historical Context

During Jerusalem's siege and destruction (586 BC), horrific conditions prevailed—

starvation led to cannibalism (Lamentations 2:20, 4:10), violence filled the streets,

and  death  was  rampant.  The  elderly  and  vulnerable  suffered  most  severely.

Lamentations  describes  the  trauma:  "The  elders  have  ceased  from  the  gate"

(Lamentations 5:14), meaning communal life collapsed. Those who survived exile

faced uncertain futures in foreign lands.

The returned remnant in 520 BC lived in a partially ruined city with broken walls

(not rebuilt until Nehemiah's time, 445 BC), facing poverty and opposition. Few

elderly survivors from before the exile remained. God's promise that elderly people

would  again  populate  Jerusalem's  streets,  living  to  natural  old  age,  assured

comprehensive restoration—not just temple rebuilding but communal flourishing

with all generations present.

This prophetic vision finds partial fulfillment in periods when Israel enjoyed peace

and prosperity. Yet ultimate fulfillment awaits the new creation where death itself

is abolished (Revelation 21:4). The imagery of elderly citizens with walking sticks

represents  the  restoration  of  normal,  blessed  human  life  under  God's  reign—

people living full lifespans in security, their needs met, their communities thriving.

Christians  anticipate  the  resurrection  when  mortality  puts  on  immortality  (1

Corinthians 15:53) and God's people dwell with Him forever in perfect shalom.

Related Passages

Romans 10:9 — Confession and belief for salvation 

John 3:16 — God's love and salvation 

1 John 4:8 — God is love 

1 Corinthians 13:4 — Characteristics of love 
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Study Questions

How does the specific promise of elderly people living in security reveal God's

attention to vulnerable populations?

What does longevity as a blessing teach us about God's original design for

human flourishing before sin brought death?

In what ways does this vision of intergenerational community challenge

modern culture's marginalization of the elderly?

Interlinear Text

ה ֹּ כ
H3541

אָמַר
Thus saith

H559

ה ָ יהְו
the LORD

H3068

וֹת צבְאָ
of hosts

H6635

ד עֹ
H5750

ּ ישֵֽ�ְבו
dwell
H3427

וֹת וזּקְֵנ
There shall yet old men

H2205

וֹת וזּקְֵנ
There shall yet old men

H2205

וֹת ברִּחְֹב
in the streets

H7339

ם ירְושּ�ָלִָ
of Jerusalem

H3389

יש� ואְִ
and every man

H376

וֹ מִש�ְעַנתְּ
with his staff

H4938

וֹ ביְּדָ
in his hand

H3027

ב מֵרֹ
for very

H7230

ים׃ ימִָֽ
age
H3117
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