Zechariah 8:18

Authorized King James Version (KJV)

And the word of the LORD of hosts came unto me, saying,

Analysis

And the word of the LORD of hosts came unto me, saying, This transitional
verse introduces a new prophetic oracle addressing the question of ritual fasting.
The formula "And the word of the LORD of hosts came unto me" (vayehi
devar-Yahweh Tzeva'ot elay, '"7ny nixay ninmaT7 ') establishes divine authority—
what follows isn't Zechariah's opinion but God's direct revelation. The title "LORD
of hosts" (Yahweh Tzeva'ot, nixay nin!') emphasizes God's sovereignty over all
powers, ensuring His word carries ultimate authority.

This brief verse functions as a literary hinge, marking a shift from ethical
commands (verses 16-17) to ritual transformation (verse 19). The repetition of
authoritative formulas throughout Zechariah (1:1, 1:7, 4:8, 6:9, 7:1, 7:4, 7:8, 8:1,
8:18) underscores that authentic prophecy originates with God, not human
imagination. True prophets receive and transmit divine messages; false prophets
speak from their own hearts (Jeremiah 23:16, Ezekiel 13:2-3).

The phrase "came unto me" (elay, '7x) highlights prophetic reception—God
initiates revelation, the prophet receives and proclaims. This passive reception
characterizes biblical prophecy: "no prophecy was ever produced by the will of
man, but men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit" (2

Peter 1:21). Zechariah's role is faithful transmission, not creative composition.



Historical Context

This oracle (verses 18-23) concludes Zechariah's response to a delegation's inquiry
about continuing fasts commemorating Jerusalem's fall (Zechariah 7:1-3). For
seventy years during exile, Jews observed fasts mourning the temple's destruction.
Now that restoration had begun and the temple was being rebuilt, should they

continue these mournful commemorations?

God's answer comes in stages. First (7:4-7), He questions their motives: were
these fasts truly for Him or self-focused mourning? Second (7:8-14), He
emphasizes that He desires justice and mercy more than ritual observance—the
fathers' failure in these areas caused the exile. Third (8:1-17), He promises
restoration and calls for ethical righteousness. Now (8:18-23), He transforms fasts

into feasts and promises universal blessing.

The structure demonstrates that authentic worship addresses heart, ethics, and
ritual in proper order. God doesn't abolish ritual (the temple is being rebuilt!) but
subordinates it to righteousness and mercy. This pattern appears throughout
prophetic literature (Isaiah 1:10-17, Micah 6:6-8, Amos 5:21-24) and Jesus's
teaching (Matthew 23:23-24). The New Testament church maintained this priority:
genuine worship combines Spirit-enablement (John 4:23-24), ethical
transformation (Romans 12:1-2), and corporate gathering (Hebrews 10:24-25).

Related Passages

Romans 2:1 — Judging others

Matthew 25:31 — Final judgment

Study Questions

1. How does recognizing that Scripture is God's Word, not merely human
wisdom, change your approach to biblical commands and promises?
2. What does the pattern of divine initiative in revelation teach about our need

for God to speak before we can truly know Him?



3. How can we distinguish between authentic messages from God and merely
human opinions or cultural traditions in the church?

Interlinear Text

'l 12T NN NNy 7N N7
H1961 And the word of the LORD of hosts H413 came unto me saying
H1697 H3068 H6635 H559
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