
Zechariah 12:8
Authorized King James Version (KJV)

In that day shall the LORD defend the inhabitants of

Jerusalem; and he that is feeble among them at that day shall

be as David; and the house of David shall be as God, as the

angel of the LORD before them. 

Analysis

In that day shall the LORD defend the inhabitants of Jerusalem; and he

that is feeble among them at that day shall be as David; and the house of

David shall be as God, as the angel of the LORD before them. This verse

promises supernatural empowerment transforming God's people. Three ascending

levels of strength: First, "he that is feeble among them" (ha-nikhshal bahem)—

the  weakest,  most  vulnerable  person,  one  stumbling  or  falling—"shall  be  as

David". David represents the ideal warrior-king who defeated Goliath, conquered

enemies,  and  established  Israel's  kingdom.  The  feeblest  believer  will  possess

Davidic strength and courage.

Second, "the house of David shall be as God" (beyt David ke-Elohim)—those of

royal lineage will function with divine authority and power. "As God" (Hebrew can

also be translated "as divine beings" or "like gods") doesn't mean they become

deity but that they exercise God-like authority and power as His representatives.

Third, more specifically,  "as the angel of the LORD before them" (kemal'akh

YHWH lifneyhem).  The  Angel  of  the  LORD,  often  understood  as  pre-incarnate

Christ  (Exodus 23:20-23,  Joshua 5:13-15),  led Israel  in  conquest.  The house of

David will function like this divine warrior going before the people.

This escalating empowerment—feeble becoming David, David becoming God-like,

specifically like the Angel of the LORD—reveals that in the eschatological battle,
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God will so empower His people that the weakest becomes mighty and the already-

strong become irresistible. This fulfills Joel 3:10: "let the weak say, I am strong."

Historical Context

Zechariah's audience consisted of weak, discouraged returnees. They had no king,

no  military,  no  security.  The  prophecy  promises  future  reversal  through divine

empowerment.  Partial  fulfillment  appeared  when  Maccabees  defeated  superior

forces (1 Maccabees 3-4), but ultimate fulfillment awaits Christ's return. The New

Testament reveals that believers already experience this empowerment spiritually:

Paul declares "when I am weak, then I am strong" (2 Corinthians 12:10); Christ's

power perfects itself in weakness (2 Corinthians 12:9); believers can do all things

through  Christ  who  strengthens  them  (Philippians  4:13).  The  church,  though

despised  and  persecuted,  has  conquered  empires,  transformed  cultures,  and

endured centuries  of  opposition—demonstrating that  the feeble,  empowered by

God, become mighty.  Eschatologically,  when Christ  returns,  believers will  reign

with  Him  (Revelation  20:4-6),  judging  angels  (1  Corinthians  6:3),  exercising

authority  over  nations  (Revelation 2:26-27).  The humble  saints  will  be  exalted,

sharing  Christ's  glory  and  authority.  This  begins  now  through  the  Spirit  but

culminates at Christ's return.

Related Passages

1 John 4:8 — God is love 

John 15:13 — Greatest form of love 

Study Questions

How does the promise that the feeble will be as David encourage you when

feeling weak, inadequate, or ineffective in spiritual battles?

What does it mean that the house of David will be "as God" and "as the angel

of the LORD"—how does this point to Christ and believers' union with Him?

In what ways have you experienced Christ's strength perfected in your

weakness, making you spiritually effective despite natural limitations?

1. 

2. 

3. 
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Interlinear Text

וֹם ּ ביַּ
In that day

H3117

ואּ הַה
H1931

ן ֵ יגָ
defend
H1598

ה ָ יהְו
of the LORD

H3068

בעְַּד
H1157

ב יוֹשֵׁ
the inhabitants

H3427

ם ירְושָּׁלִַ
of Jerusalem

H3389

ה ָ והְָי
H1961

ל הַנכִּשְָׁ
and he that is feeble

H3782

ם בהֶָּ
H0

וֹם ּ ביַּ
In that day

H3117

ואּ הַה
H1931

ויִד ָּ ד
of David

H1732

ית ובֵּ
and the house

H1004

ויִד ָּ ד
of David

H1732

ים כאֵּֽלֹהִ
shall be as God

H430

ְ ך כמְַּלאְַ
as the angel

H4397

ה ָ יהְו
of the LORD

H3068

לפִנְיֵהֶֽם׃
before
H6440

Additional Cross-References

Zechariah 9:8 (Parallel theme):  And I will encamp about mine house because of

the army, because of him that passeth by, and because of him that returneth: and

no oppressor shall pass through them any more: for now have I seen with mine

eyes.

Micah 7:8 (References Lord): Rejoice not against me, O mine enemy: when I fall, I

shall arise; when I sit in darkness, the LORD shall be a light unto me.

Micah 7:16 (Parallel theme): The nations shall see and be confounded at all their

might: they shall lay their hand upon their mouth, their ears shall be deaf.

Zechariah 2:5 (References Lord): For I, saith the LORD, will be unto her a wall of

fire round about, and will be the glory in the midst of her.

Joel  3:10 (Parallel  theme):  Beat  your  plowshares  into  swords,  and  your

pruninghooks into spears: let the weak say, I am strong.

Hosea 3:5 (References God):  Afterward shall the children of Israel return, and

seek the LORD their God, and David their king; and shall fear the LORD and his

goodness in the latter days.
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