Zechariah 12:1

Authorized King James Version (KJV)

The burden of the word of the LORD for Israel, saith the
LORD, which stretcheth forth the heavens, and layeth the
foundation of the earth, and formeth the spirit of man within

him.

Analysis

The burden of the word of the LORD for Israel, saith the LORD, which
stretcheth forth the heavens, and layeth the foundation of the earth, and
formeth the spirit of man within him. This oracle begins with overwhelming
divine credentials establishing God's authority to speak. The term "burden"
(massa, Xwn) means weighty prophetic utterance—oracles of judgment and
deliverance that demand attention. "For Israel" indicates the prophecy concerns
God's covenant people, though the context shows Jerusalem specifically facing
end-times siege.

Three cosmic credentials authenticate this prophecy: First, "stretcheth forth the
heavens" (noteh shamayim)—God who created and sustains the vast universe
speaks. Second, "layeth the foundation of the earth" (yosed eretz)—the Creator
who established earth's foundations declares these truths. Third, "formeth the
spirit of man within him" (yotzer ruach-adam beqgirbo)—the God who creates
human consciousness and personality knows humanity intimately. These three acts
span the entire created order: heavens above, earth beneath, and human spirit

within.

This triadic formula echoes Isaiah 42:5 and establishes that the God who controls
cosmic powers can certainly defend Jerusalem against attacking nations. The
Creator of all has authority over all. The mention of forming man's spirit is



particularly significant for chapter 12's theme—God who creates human hearts can
also transform them, enabling Israel's future repentance when they look on the
pierced one (v. 10).

Historical Context

Zechariah prophesied circa 520-518 BC during post-exilic restoration. Chapter 12
shifts from immediate concerns (temple rebuilding) to eschatological prophecy—
the Day of the LORD when nations attack Jerusalem but God delivers. Unlike
chapters 1-8's dated night visions, chapters 9-14 are undated "burdens" with
apocalyptic scope. This section addresses questions troubling returnees: When will
God fully restore Israel? How will He deal with hostile nations? Will Jerusalem ever
be secure? The cosmic credentials answer doubts: the God powerful enough to
create and sustain the universe is certainly able to fulfill these promises.
Historically, Jerusalem faced many sieges (Babylonian 586 BC, Roman 70 AD, 135
AD), but ultimate fulfillment awaits Christ's return when He delivers Jerusalem
from all enemies (Revelation 19-20). Reformed interpretation sees this fulfilled in
God protecting His church, the true Israel, throughout history and climactically at
Christ's second coming.

Related Passages

Romans 1:17 — The righteous shall live by faith

Hebrews 11:1 — Definition of faith

Study Questions

1. How do God's cosmic credentials (creating heavens, earth, human spirit)
strengthen your confidence in His promises regarding your personal
circumstances?

2. What does it mean that the God who formed your spirit within you knows you
intimately and can transform your heart?

3. How should recognizing God as Creator of all things shape your response to
His prophetic word regarding future events?



Interlinear Text
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The burden of the word of the LORD H5921 for Israel saith of the LORD
H4853 H1697 H3068 H3478 H5002 H3068
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which stretcheth forth the heavens and layeth the foundation of the earth
H5186 H8064 H3245 H776
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and formeth the spirit of man within
H3335 H7307 H120 H7130

Additional Cross-References

Isaiah 42:5 (Spirit): Thus saith God the LORD, he that created the heavens, and
stretched them out; he that spread forth the earth, and that which cometh out of it;
he that giveth breath unto the people upon it, and spirit to them that walk therein:

Jeremiah 51:15 (Parallel theme): He hath made the earth by his power, he hath
established the world by his wisdom, and hath stretched out the heaven by his
understanding.

Isaiah 57:16 (Spirit): For I will not contend for ever, neither will I be always
wroth: for the spirit should fail before me, and the souls which I have made.

Hebrews 12:9 (Spirit): Furthermore we have had fathers of our flesh which
corrected us, and we gave them reverence: shall we not much rather be in
subjection unto the Father of spirits, and live?

Isaiah 48:13 (Parallel theme): Mine hand also hath laid the foundation of the
earth, and my right hand hath spanned the heavens: when I call unto them, they
stand up together.

Isaiah 44:24 (References Lord): Thus saith the LORD, thy redeemer, and he that
formed thee from the womb, I am the LORD that maketh all things; that stretcheth
forth the heavens alone; that spreadeth abroad the earth by myself;



Ecclesiastes 12:7 (Spirit): Then shall the dust return to the earth as it was: and
the spirit shall return unto God who gave it.

Genesis 2:7 (References Lord): And the LORD God formed man of the dust of the
ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living
soul.

Numbers 16:22 (Spirit): And they fell upon their faces, and said, O God, the God
of the spirits of all flesh, shall one man sin, and wilt thou be wroth with all the

congregation?

Job 26:7 (Parallel theme): He stretcheth out the north over the empty place, and
hangeth the earth upon nothing.
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