
Zechariah 1:18
Authorized King James Version (KJV)

Then lifted I up mine eyes, and saw, and behold four horns. 

Analysis

Then lifted I  up mine eyes,  and saw, and behold four horns. Zechariah's

second vision presents "four horns" (arba qarnayim, ַּע קְרנָיִָם� In ancient Near .(אַּרבְ

Eastern  iconography  and  Scripture,  "horns" symbolize  power,  strength,  and

dominion (Deuteronomy 33:17; 1 Kings 22:11; Daniel 7:7-8, 24; Revelation 13:1).

The number four suggests totality or universality—the four corners of the earth, all

directions, complete coverage.

The vision's brevity and lack of immediate explanation creates suspense. Zechariah

simply observes four horns without understanding their significance. This pattern

recurs  in  visionary  prophecy—the  prophet  sees,  questions,  and  receives

interpretation (cf. Daniel's visions). The four horns represent hostile powers that

scattered  God's  people,  as  verse  19  explains.  The  symbolism  emphasizes  that

multiple nations from all directions contributed to Israel's devastation and exile.

Historically,  Israel  and  Judah  faced  oppression  from multiple  directions:  Egypt

(south),  Assyria  (north/east),  Babylon (north/east),  Edom (south/east),  and later

Persia, Greece, and Rome. The "four horns" symbolically encompasses all  these

hostile powers. Yet the vision doesn't end with threat—verses 20-21 introduce four

craftsmen  who  come  to  terrify  and  cast  down  these  horns.  God's  sovereignty

ensures  that  powers  opposing  His  purposes  will  themselves  be  judged  and

defeated.
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Historical Context

By Zechariah's time (520 BC),  Judah had experienced devastating attacks from

multiple nations. Assyria destroyed the Northern Kingdom (Israel/Ephraim) in 722

BC, scattering ten tribes into permanent exile. Babylon destroyed Jerusalem and

the Southern Kingdom (Judah) in 586 BC, deporting the population and leaving the

land desolate. Egypt and Edom also afflicted Israel at various times.

The  post-exilic  community  lived  under  Persian  dominance,  though  Persia  was

relatively  benevolent.  Yet  the memory of  devastation and the reality  of  foreign

control  made  the  four  horns  vivid  imagery.  The  vision  assured  the  struggling

remnant that God saw their oppression and would act. No power—no matter how

dominant—escapes divine judgment when it opposes God's people and purposes.

Prophetically, the four horns pattern continues. Daniel's visions present successive

empires  opposing  God's  kingdom (Daniel  2,  7).  Revelation  depicts  beasts  with

multiple horns representing hostile powers throughout history (Revelation 13, 17).

Yet all ultimately fall before the Lamb who conquers through sacrifice and returns

in glory (Revelation 17:14; 19:11-21).

Related Passages

John 15:13 — Greatest form of love 

1 John 4:8 — God is love 

Study Questions

How does recognizing multiple "horns" of opposition help us understand that

spiritual warfare comes from various directions and sources?

What comfort does it bring that God shows Zechariah both the horns (threat)

and the craftsmen (God's response)?

How do Daniel's and Revelation's similar visions of horns connect to develop

a comprehensive biblical theology of God's sovereignty over hostile powers?

1. 

2. 

3. 
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Interlinear Text

א ואֶָשׂ�ָ
Then lifted I up

H5375

אֶת
H853

י ַּ עֵינ
mine eyes

H5869

ראֶ ואֵָ
and saw

H7200

ה ֵ� והְִנ
H2009

ע ַּ� אַּרבְ
and behold four

H702

קְרנָוֹֽת׃
horns
H7161

Additional Cross-References

Joshua 5:13 (Parallel theme):  And it came to pass, when Joshua was by Jericho,

that he lifted up his eyes and looked, and, behold, there stood a man over against

him with his sword drawn in his hand: and Joshua went unto him, and said unto

him, Art thou for us, or for our adversaries?
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