Romans 9:12

Authorized King James Version (KJV)

It was said unto her, The elder shall serve the younger.

Analysis

It was said unto her, The elder shall serve the younger—Paul quotes Genesis
25:23 (LXX: ho meizon doulesei to elassoni, 6 peiCwv 6ovAedoel T® Adooovt). The
Hebrew rab ya'avod tsa'ir (2'wy T2y 11) literally means 'the greater shall serve the
lesser.' This reverses natural order (primogeniture) and human expectation. Esau,
the firstborn, should inherit; instead, Jacob receives the blessing and covenant
promises. God's ways are not our ways (Isaiah 55:8-9).

The oracle establishes national destinies: Edom (Esau's descendants) would serve
Israel (Jacob's line). Yet Paul applies it to individual election—the nations represent
the persons. Ouk ex ergon all' ek tou kalountos (00K &€& Epywv GALA' €K TOD
kKaAobvtog, v. 11, 'not of works but of him who calls') grounds election in God's
sovereign choice, not human merit or effort. Before the twins were born or did
anything good/bad, God declared His purpose—revealing that salvation rests on
divine calling (klesis, kAfjlolc), not human performance. This is the doctrine of
unconditional election: God chooses whom He will save based solely on His
gracious purpose, not foreseen faith or works.

Historical Context

Genesis 25-27 narrates the fulfillment: Jacob obtains the birthright (25:29-34) and
blessing (27:1-40). Though Jacob's methods were flawed, God's choice stood.
Historically, Edom did serve Israel (2 Samuel 8:14). The typology extends to Christ:
the greater (Israel) served the lesser (Gentiles) by bringing salvation to the world.



Related Passages

1 John 4:8 — God is love

1 Corinthians 13:4 — Characteristics of love

Study Questions

1. How does God's reversal of natural order (elder serving younger) display
grace rather than merit?

2. What does the elder/younger motif teach about God's freedom in election?

3. How do you respond when God's choices violate your sense of fairness or
expectation?

Interlinear Text

eppnoOn  adTl 6Tt O  peiCwr OGovAebosl T® €EAdooovl

It was said wunto her 63754 63588  The elder shall serve 63588  the younger
64483 846 63187 61398 61640
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