Romans 11:30

Authorized King James Version (KJV)

For as ye in times past have not believed God, yet have now

obtained mercy through their unbelief:

Analysis

For as ye in times past have not believed God—hosper gar hymeis pote
épeithésate to theo (Gomep yap Lpelc mote Nueld®noate T® O£®). Paul addresses
Gentiles' past: you were disobedient (épeithésate, 7fmelOnoate), unbelieving,
outside the covenant. Yet have now obtained mercy through their unbelief—
nyn de eleéthéte té touton apeitheia (VOV 6& NAenONTE TH ToOTWY AmeOsiq). Gentile
salvation came through (te, instrumental dative) Israel's disobedience, which
opened the door (v. 11).

Paul highlights the irony: Gentiles, who were disobedient pagans, now receive
mercy (eleethéete, nhendnte) via Israel's unbelief. This should produce humility, not
pride. If you obtained mercy through someone else's failure, boasting is absurd.
The same God who showed you mercy despite your disobedience will show Israel
mercy despite theirs. The pattern of divine mercy toward the disobedient applies
to both groups.

Historical Context

Gentiles were 'without God in the world' (Ephesians 2:12), idolaters, immoral,
outside the covenant. Their disobedience was complete—yet God showed mercy.
Paul draws a parallel: if God saved Gentiles (total outsiders), He will save Israel
(covenant people). This is an argument from lesser to greater.



Related Passages

1 Corinthians 13:4 — Characteristics of love

1 John 4:8 — God is love

Study Questions

1. How does remembering your past disobedience and God's mercy cultivate
humility toward Israel?

2. What does this verse teach about God's pattern of showing mercy to the
disobedient?

3. How should Gentile believers' reception of mercy 'through Israel's unbelief’
shape gratitude and prayer for Israel's salvation?

Interlinear Text

WoTIEp Yap Kal VUElQ TIOTE nueldbnoate 1O Oe®d

as For 62532 ye in times past have not believed ©3588  God
65618 61063 65210 64218 G544 62316

vOv 6& mNAendOnte T TOVTWY AmelBelq

now yet have G3588 through their unbelief
63568  G1161 61653 65130 G543

Additional Cross-References

Colossians 3:7 (Parallel theme): In the which ye also walked some time, when ye
lived in them.

Romans 11:31 (Faith): Even so have these also now not believed, that through
your mercy they also may obtain mercy.

1 Corinthians 7:25 (Faith): Now concerning virgins I have no commandment of
the Lord: yet I give my judgment, as one that hath obtained mercy of the Lord to
be faithful.



2 Corinthians 4:1 (Grace): Therefore seeing we have this ministry, as we have
received mercy, we faint not;
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