Revelation 12:16

Authorized King James Version (KJV)

And the earth helped the woman, and the earth opened her
mouth, and swallowed up the flood which the dragon cast out

of his mouth.

Analysis

The earth helping the woman by swallowing the flood demonstrates God's
sovereignty over creation to protect His people. This recalls Numbers 16:32 (earth
swallowing Korah's rebellion) and Exodus 15:12 (earth swallowing Pharaoh's
army). Even natural elements serve God's purposes for the elect's preservation.
Reformed theology emphasizes providence—God governs all things, including
apparent coincidences and natural events, for His people's good (Romans 8:28).
The earth's assistance represents unexpected provision and deliverance from
seemingly certain destruction.

Historical Context

Ancient audiences familiar with earthquakes and land shifts would appreciate this
imagery. The earth swallowing threats paralleled Old Testament accounts,
establishing continuity between God's past deliverances and present preservation.
This vision encouraged believers that the same God who protected Israel would
preserve the church through any threat.

Related Passages

Hebrews 11:1 — Definition of faith

James 2:17 — Faith and works



Study Questions

1. How have you experienced unexpected 'help' from circumstances or creation
in times of spiritual attack?

2. What does creation's assistance teach about the comprehensive scope of
God's sovereignty in protecting His people?

Interlinear Text

Kol €Pondnoev T Vi T yuvakl Kol TNprot€er 1)
And helped 63588  the earth 63588 the woman And opened G3588
62532 6997 61093 61135 62532 G455
vi TO OTOPaTOC QDTG Kol KOATEMED TOV TMOTHHOD
the earth 63588 mouth G846 And swallowed up 63588 the flood
61093 64750 62532 62666 64215

ov ERBadevr O Oparkwvr €K TOoD OTOpOTOC OaLTOD

which cast G3588  the dragon out of 63588 mouth G846
63739 G906 61404 61537 64750
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