
Psalms 90:8
Authorized King James Version (KJV)

Thou hast set our iniquities before thee, our secret sins in the

light of thy countenance. 

Analysis

Thou hast set our iniquities before thee, our secret sins in the light of thy

countenance. This verse explains why God's wrath consumes humanity (v.7)—our

sins are exposed before His holy presence. The parallelism between "iniquities"

and "secret sins," and between "before thee" and "in the light of thy countenance"

emphasizes that nothing is hidden from God's penetrating gaze. All sin, whether

public or private, stands exposed to divine scrutiny, justifying His righteous anger.

"Thou  hast  set  our  iniquities  before  thee" �ֶּךָ)  ֶּגדְ לנְ  � עֲוֺנֹתיֵנו shattah/ש�ַׁת�הָ   avonotenu

lenegdekha)  uses  shith (to  set,  place,  appoint)  with  intentionality—God

deliberately places our sins before Himself for examination.  Avon (iniquity, guilt,

perversity)  represents  twisted,  bent,  distorted  behavior—sin  as  deviation  from

God's  righteous  standard.  Neged (before,  in  front  of,  opposite)  indicates  God

positions our iniquities directly in His sight, examining them thoroughly. Nothing

escapes His notice or judgment.

"Our  secret  sins"  (� (alumenu/עֲלמֵֻנו  from  elem (hidden,  concealed,  secret  thing)

represents sins we think are private, unknown, unobserved. These are thoughts

never  voiced,  actions  done  in  darkness,  motives  hidden  from  others.  Humans

carefully  curate  public  image  while  hiding  private  corruption.  We show others

edited  versions  of  ourselves,  concealing  shameful  secrets.  Yet  alumenu—our

hidden things—are fully visible to God.

"In  the  light  of  thy  countenance" ֶּיךָ)  נָ פ� lim'or/למְִאוֹר   panekha)  uses  maor (light,
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luminary, brightness) and panim (face, countenance, presence). God's face radiates

penetrating light before which darkness cannot exist. Like X-rays revealing hidden

fractures or microscopes exposing invisible bacteria, divine light reveals sin we

thought was concealed. Hebrews 4:13 declares: "Neither is there any creature that

is not manifest in his sight: but all things are naked and opened unto the eyes of

him with whom we have to do."

Historical Context

Moses knew personally about exposed sin. His murder of the Egyptian, done in

secret,  became known (Exodus  2:14).  His  sin  at  Meribah,  striking  the  rock  in

anger, brought divine judgment (Numbers 20:12). David would later write: "Search

me, O God, and know my heart: try me, and know my thoughts: And see if there be

any  wicked  way  in  me"  (Psalm  139:23-24),  acknowledging  God's  complete

knowledge of hidden sin.

The  wilderness  generation's  sins  were  repeatedly  exposed.  They  grumbled

privately  in  their  tents,  but  God heard  (Numbers  11:1).  They  fantasized  about

Egyptian food in their hearts, and God knew (Numbers 11:4-6). Achan hid stolen

goods in his tent,  thinking them concealed, but God revealed the theft  (Joshua

7:21). Secret rebellion was impossible because God's light penetrated all darkness.

Jesus taught this reality: "For there is nothing covered, that shall not be revealed;

neither  hid,  that  shall  not  be  known.  Therefore  whatsoever  ye  have spoken in

darkness shall be heard in the light; and that which ye have spoken in the ear in

closets shall be proclaimed upon the housetops" (Luke 12:2-3). All secrets will be

exposed—either covered by Christ's blood now or revealed in judgment later.

Related Passages

Romans 1:17 — The righteous shall live by faith 

James 2:17 — Faith and works 
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Study Questions

What 'secret sins' might you harbor, thinking them hidden from view, and how

does this verse challenge the illusion of concealment?

How does awareness that God's light exposes all hidden sin affect your

relationship with Him—does it drive you to Christ or to further hiding?

What is the difference between God exposing sin for judgment versus

exposing sin for cleansing through confession (1 John 1:9)?

Interlinear Text

ָ ש�ַׁת�
Thou hast set

H7896

� ינו עֲוֺנֹתֵ
our iniquities

H5771

ָ ך ֶּ� ֶּגדְ לנְ
H5048

� נו ֲלמֵֻ ע
before thee our secret

H5956

וֹר למְִא
sins in the light

H3974

ֶּיֽך׃ָ נָ פ�
of thy countenance

H6440

Additional Cross-References

Jeremiah 16:17 (Sin):  For mine eyes are upon all their ways: they are not hid

from my face, neither is their iniquity hid from mine eyes.

Ecclesiastes  12:14 (Parallel  theme):  For  God  shall  bring  every  work  into

judgment, with every secret thing, whether it be good, or whether it be evil.

Psalms 19:12 (Parallel theme): Who can understand his errors? cleanse thou me

from secret faults.

Jeremiah 23:24 (Parallel theme): Can any hide himself in secret places that I shall

not see him? saith the LORD. Do not I fill heaven and earth? saith the LORD.

Revelation 20:12 (Parallel theme):  And I saw the dead, small and great, stand

before God; and the books were opened: and another book was opened, which is

the book of life: and the dead were judged out of those things which were written

in the books, according to their works.

1. 

2. 

3. 
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Psalms 10:11 (Parallel theme): He hath said in his heart, God hath forgotten: he

hideth his face; he will never see it.

1 John 3:20 (Parallel theme): For if our heart condemn us, God is greater than our

heart, and knoweth all things.
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