Psalms 89:4

Authorized King James Version (KJV)

Thy seed will I establish for ever, and build up thy throne to

all generations. Selah.

Analysis

Thy seed will I establish for ever (n71y-Tv 2% JU1)—God promises to 'establish’
(kun—make firm, secure) David's zera (seed, offspring) into perpetuity. The
singular 'seed' is crucial—Paul applies this Messianic interpretation in Galatians
3:16 to Christ as the ultimate Seed. And build up thy throne to all generations
(Qx92 21117 mn21)—The architectural verb banah (build) from verse 2 reappears,
connecting God's mercy-building with throne-building. Selah marks a musical

pause for meditation on this staggering promise.

This verse is the theological hinge of Israel's royal theology. While Solomon,
Hezekiah, and Josiah each partially fulfilled it, only Jesus the Christ occupies an
eternal throne (Revelation 3:21, 22:16). The 'generations' (dor va-dor) extend
beyond ethnic Israel to all who are grafted into the Seed by faith (Galatians 3:29).

Historical Context

David's dynasty ruled Judah for over 400 years until the Babylonian exile (586 BC).
The apparent failure of the covenant during exile created a crisis resolved only
through the Messianic hope—that a greater Son of David would restore the throne
eternally, fulfilled in Christ's resurrection and ascension.

Related Passages

Matthew 25:31 — Final judgment



Revelation 20:12 — Judgment according to deeds

Study Questions

1. How does understanding 'seed' as singular (pointing to Christ) versus plural
reshape your reading of Old Testament promises?

2. What does it mean practically that Christ's throne is built 'to all generations,'
including yours?

3. How should the permanence of God's promise to David inform your

confidence in new covenant promises?

Interlinear Text
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for ever will I establish Thy seed and build up generations generations
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thy throne Selah
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Additional Cross-References

Psalms 132:12 (Parallel theme): If thy children will keep my covenant and my
testimony that I shall teach them, their children shall also sit upon thy throne for

evermore.

1 Chronicles 22:10 (Parallel theme): He shall build an house for my name; and he
shall be my son, and I will be his father; and I will establish the throne of his

kingdom over Israel for ever.
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