
Psalms 89:36
Authorized King James Version (KJV)

His seed shall endure for ever, and his throne as the sun

before me. 

Analysis

His seed shall endure for ever, and his throne as the sun before me. This

verse parallels verse 29, reinforcing the eternal nature of the Davidic covenant

with cosmic imagery.  His seed shall endure for ever (zar-ʿô lə-ʿô-lām yih-yeh,

means (זרֶעַ ,zeraʿ) "repeats the promise of perpetual dynasty. "Seed (זרַעְוֹ לעְוֹלםָ יִהְיהֶ

offspring,  descendants,  lineage.  The  verb  hāyāh (ָהָיה),  "to  be,"  emphasizes

continuous  existence—David's  seed  will  be,  will  exist,  will  continue  forever

(ləʿôlām, ָלעְוֹלם).

And his throne as the sun before me employs wə-ḵis-ʾô kaš-še-meš neg-dî (ֹוכְסְִאו

י ִ� is magnificent. The sun (כשַׁ�ֶמֶשׁ ,kaššemeš) The comparison as the sun .(כשַׁ�ֶמֶשׁ נגֶדְ

(šemeš, (שֶׁמֶשׁ   rises  daily,  never  failing,  providing  light  and  life—a  symbol  of

permanence, reliability, and glory. As long as the sun exists, David's throne will

stand. Before me (negdî, י ִ� ,means in God's presence, under His watchful eye (נגֶדְ

within  His  sight.  The  throne  exists  coram  Deo—before  God's  face—making  it

absolutely secure.

The solar imagery connects to ancient Near Eastern royal ideology, where kings

were associated with sun gods. Yet here, David's throne is not divine itself but

established by Yahweh and enduring as long as God's created order. Malachi 4:2

prophesies that "the Sun of righteousness shall arise with healing in His wings"—a

messianic promise. Jesus Christ, David's ultimate seed, is "the true Light" (John

1:9), "the light of the world" (John 8:12), whose throne endures as eternally as the

sun He created.
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Historical Context

The daily rising of the sun provided Israel a visible reminder of God's covenant

faithfulness.  Even  during  the  exile  when  no  Davidic  king  reigned,  the  sun

continued to rise, testifying that God's promise stood firm. Jeremiah 31:35-36 and

33:19-21 use similar imagery: if the fixed order of sun, moon, and stars ceases,

only  then  will  God's  covenant  with  David  fail.  The  sun  still  rises,  and  David's

ultimate seed—Jesus Christ—reigns eternally  at  God's  right  hand,  fulfilling this

ancient promise beyond all expectation.

Related Passages

John 15:13 — Greatest form of love 

1 John 4:8 — God is love 

Study Questions

How does the comparison of David's throne to the sun communicate both the

permanence and the glory of the Davidic covenant?

What is the significance of the throne existing 'before me' (before God's face)

—how does this guarantee its eternal security?

In what ways is Jesus Christ, 'the Sun of righteousness' and 'the light of the

world,' the ultimate fulfillment of this solar imagery?

Interlinear Text

רעְוֹ ַ ז
His seed

H2233

ם לעְוֹלָ
shall endure for ever

H5769

ה ֶ יִהְי
H1961

וֹ וכְסְִא
and his throne

H3678

מֶשׁ כשַׁ�ֶ
as the sun

H8121

י׃ ִֽ� נגֶדְ
H5048

Additional Cross-References

Psalms 72:5 (Parallel theme):  They shall fear thee as long as the sun and moon

endure, throughout all generations.

1. 

2. 

3. 
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Psalms 89:29 (Parallel theme): His seed also will I make to endure for ever, and

his throne as the days of heaven.

Luke 1:33 (Parallel theme):  And he shall reign over the house of Jacob for ever;

and of his kingdom there shall be no end.

Isaiah 59:21 (Parallel theme): As for me, this is my covenant with them, saith the

LORD; My spirit that is upon thee, and my words which I have put in thy mouth,

shall not depart out of thy mouth, nor out of the mouth of thy seed, nor out of the

mouth of thy seed's seed, saith the LORD, from henceforth and for ever.

Psalms 72:17 (Parallel theme): His name shall endure for ever: his name shall be

continued as long as the sun: and men shall be blessed in him: all nations shall call

him blessed.
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