
Psalms 89:2
Authorized King James Version (KJV)

For I have said, Mercy shall be built up for ever: thy

faithfulness shalt thou establish in the very heavens. 

Analysis

For I have said, Mercy shall be built up for ever (ֶחֶסֶד לעְוֹלָּם יִב�ָּנה)—The psalmist

declares God's  hesed (covenant loyalty, steadfast love) as an eternal foundation,

using the architectural verb banah (to build). This is not sentiment but structure—

God's mercy is the permanent bedrock of reality.  Thy faithfulness shalt thou

establish  in  the  very  heavens (ָּכיִן ת� ב�שַ��ָּמַיִם   ָּ ָּתךְ �נ ,emunah (faithfulness—(אֱמו

reliability) is anchored in the celestial realm itself, immovable as the cosmos.

This verse sets the theological premise for the Davidic covenant that follows: God's

promises rest on His unchanging character, not human performance. Paul echoes

this in Romans 8:38-39—nothing can separate us from God's love because it's built

into the fabric of creation. The covenant with David is ultimately fulfilled in Christ,

whose throne is established forever (Luke 1:32-33).

Historical Context

Psalm 89 is a Maschil (instructional psalm) of Ethan the Ezrahite, likely written

during the Babylonian exile when the Davidic throne appeared to have failed. The

psalm wrestles with God's promises to David (2 Samuel 7) against the reality of

Jerusalem's destruction and the king's captivity.

Related Passages

Hebrews 11:1 — Definition of faith 
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Romans 1:17 — The righteous shall live by faith 

1 Corinthians 13:4 — Characteristics of love 

John 15:13 — Greatest form of love 

Study Questions

How does understanding God's hesed as architecturally 'built' change your

view of His promises during times when they seem threatened?

In what areas of life are you tempted to doubt God's faithfulness, and how

does anchoring it 'in the heavens' address those doubts?

How does the eternal nature of God's mercy inform your understanding of the

new covenant in Christ?

Interlinear Text

�יִֽ כ
H3588

יִ רתְ� אָּמַ
For I have said

H559

וֹלָּם ע
for ever

H5769

סֶד חֶ
Mercy
H2617

ה ֶ יִב�ָּנ
shall be built up

H1129

יִם׀ ש�ָּמַ
in the very heavens

H8064

ן ָּכִ ת�
shalt thou establish

H3559

ָּ ָּתךְ �נ אֱמו
thy faithfulness

H530

בָּהֶֽם׃
H0

Additional Cross-References

Psalms 36:5 (Faith):  Thy mercy, O LORD, is in the heavens; and thy faithfulness

reacheth unto the clouds.

Hebrews 6:18 (Parallel theme):  That by two immutable things, in which it was

impossible for God to lie, we might have a strong consolation, who have fled for

refuge to lay hold upon the hope set before us:

Psalms  103:17 (Grace):  But  the  mercy  of  the  LORD  is  from  everlasting  to

everlasting  upon  them  that  fear  him,  and  his  righteousness  unto  children's

children;

1. 

2. 

3. 
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Psalms 146:6 (Parallel theme):  Which made heaven, and earth, the sea, and all

that therein is: which keepeth truth for ever:

Matthew 24:35 (Parallel theme): Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my words

shall not pass away.

Luke 1:50 (Grace):  And his mercy is on them that fear him from generation to

generation.
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