
Psalms 81:14
Authorized King James Version (KJV)

I should soon have subdued their enemies, and turned my

hand against their adversaries. 

Analysis

I should soon have subdued their enemies, and turned my hand against

their adversaries. This verse expresses God's lament over Israel's disobedience

and the blessings they forfeited.  The conditional  "I  should soon" (kim-at, �ִּמְעַט  ,כ

"quickly"  or  "almost")  introduces what  would have happened if  only  Israel  had

obeyed.  The  verb  hakni-a (ִַּיע ,הַכנְ  "subdued")  means  to  humble  or  bring  into

subjection—God would have swiftly defeated Israel's enemies.

"Turned  my  hand  against  their  adversaries"  uses  anthropomorphic  language

depicting God's active intervention. The "hand" of God in Scripture represents His

power and action (Exodus 3:20;  Isaiah 59:1).  This  phrase promises not  merely

defensive protection but offensive action—God Himself fighting for Israel against

those  who  opposed  them.  The  parallel  structure  emphasizes  completeness:

enemies subdued, adversaries defeated.

The  tragedy  is  the  conditional  nature  of  this  promise.  The  preceding  verses

(81:11-13) describe Israel's refusal to listen and their stubborn rebellion. God's

response  was  to  give  them  over  to  their  own  way.  This  verse  reveals  what

obedience would have brought: comprehensive victory over enemies. The principle

extends beyond military conflict to spiritual warfare—obedience to God positions

believers  for  His  powerful  intervention,  while  disobedience  forfeits  divine

assistance  and  leaves  us  vulnerable  to  spiritual  enemies.  The  New  Testament

echoes this: submission to God accompanies resistance to the devil (James 4:7).
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Historical Context

Psalm 81 is attributed to Asaph, David's contemporary and worship leader. Internal

evidence suggests composition during the period of the Judges or early monarchy

when Israel faced repeated cycles of oppression due to idolatry and disobedience.

The psalm was likely used in temple worship, particularly during feast celebrations

(v. 1-3), perhaps the Feast of Tabernacles.

The historical pattern referenced is clear throughout Judges and the monarchy:

when  Israel  obeyed  God,  He  granted  them  victory  over  surrounding  nations

(Judges  2:18;  2  Chronicles  15:1-15).  When they  turned to  idols,  God withdrew

protection and they fell to enemies (Judges 2:14-15; 2 Chronicles 36:15-17). This

verse  crystallizes  the  conditional  covenant  relationship—obedience  brought

blessing and victory; disobedience brought judgment and defeat.

The early  church and Christian tradition have applied this  passage to spiritual

warfare. Church fathers saw Israel's enemies as types of sin, death, and demonic

powers that Christ subdues on behalf of His people. The Reformation emphasized

that  our obedience doesn't  earn salvation but  positions us to  experience God's

deliverance  and  blessing.  Puritan  writers  extensively  applied  this  principle  to

sanctification—growth in obedience corresponds with growth in spiritual victory

over besetting sins and temptations.

Related Passages

Genesis 1:1 — Creation of heavens and earth 

Psalm 19:1 — Heavens declare God's glory 

Study Questions

What blessings or victories might we be forfeiting through patterns of

disobedience in our lives?

How does understanding God's willingness to fight for obedient Israel shape

our approach to spiritual warfare today?

1. 

2. 

2



In what ways does this verse challenge modern tendencies to separate

obedience from blessing or to expect God's help without corresponding

faithfulness?

What specific areas of disobedience might be preventing us from

experiencing God's full intervention against our spiritual adversaries?

How can we cultivate the listening and obedience that positions us for God's

powerful work on our behalf?

Interlinear Text

מְעַט ִּ� כ
I should soon

H4592

ם אוֹיבְיֵהֶ
their enemies

H341

יעַ ִּ אַכנְ
have subdued

H3665

ל ועְַ
H5921

ם ריֵהֶ צָ
against their adversaries

H6862

יב אָשִּׁ
and turned

H7725

י׃ ידִָּֽ
my hand

H3027

Additional Cross-References

Amos 1:8 (Parallel theme): And I will cut off the inhabitant from Ashdod, and him

that holdeth the sceptre from Ashkelon, and I will turn mine hand against Ekron:

and the remnant of the Philistines shall perish, saith the Lord GOD.

Joshua 23:13 (Parallel theme): Know for a certainty that the LORD your God will

no more drive out any of these nations from before you; but they shall be snares

and traps unto you, and scourges in your sides, and thorns in your eyes, until ye

perish from off this good land which the LORD your God hath given you.

Numbers 14:9 (Parallel theme): Only rebel not ye against the LORD, neither fear

ye the people of the land; for they are bread for us: their defence is departed from

them, and the LORD is with us: fear them not.

Numbers  14:45 (Parallel  theme):  Then  the  Amalekites  came  down,  and  the

Canaanites which dwelt in that hill, and smote them, and discomfited them, even

unto Hormah.
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