
Psalms 8:3
Authorized King James Version (KJV)

When I consider thy heavens, the work of thy fingers, the

moon and the stars, which thou hast ordained; 

Analysis

When I consider thy heavens, the work of thy fingers, the moon and the

stars,  which  thou  hast  ordained; This  verse  records  David's  contemplative

response to the night sky. The verb "consider" (ra'ah, ראָָה) means more than casual

observation; it suggests intentional looking, perceiving, and understanding. David

doesn't merely glance at stars; he meditates on their theological significance.

"Thy  heavens"  possesses  a  personal  pronoun—these  aren't  impersonal  cosmic

forces but God's creation, bearing His signature. "The work of thy fingers" employs

intimate, almost tender imagery. Not "the work of thy hands" (suggesting power)

but "fingers" (suggesting delicate artistry). The same fingers that crafted galaxies

wrote  the  Ten  Commandments  on  stone  tablets  (Exodus  31:18).  God  is  both

transcendent Creator and intimately involved Craftsman.

"The moon and the stars, which thou hast ordained" specifies what David observes.

The verb "ordained" (kun, ּן means to establish, prepare, set in place. God didn't (כוּ

merely  create  celestial  bodies  and  abandon  them;  He  positioned  each  star,

determined each orbit, and maintains cosmic order. Modern astronomy reveals the

staggering precision of this ordering—gravitational constants, planetary distances,

stellar life cycles all balanced within infinitesimally narrow parameters permitting

life.

Ancient  peoples  worshiped  sun,  moon,  and  stars  as  deities.  Israel's  neighbors

developed  elaborate  astrological  systems  attributing  divine  power  to  celestial

1



bodies.  Against  this  backdrop,  David's  statement  is  theologically  revolutionary:

moon and stars aren't gods but God's handiwork, no more worthy of worship than

a carpenter's furniture. They point beyond themselves to their Maker.

For  modern  readers  facing  the  universe's  vast  scale  revealed  by  telescopes,

David's  wonder  remains  relevant.  The  Milky  Way  contains  approximately  200

billion stars; the observable universe contains perhaps 200 billion galaxies. Yet the

God who ordained this cosmic vastness cares for individual humans (verse 4)—a

truth both humbling and exalting.

Historical Context

Ancient astronomy was primarily naked-eye observation. Without telescopes, David

saw  perhaps  2,000-3,000  stars  on  clear  nights—impressive  but  minuscule

compared to what modern instruments reveal. Yet his response—wonder at God's

greatness  and  questions  about  human  significance—mirrors  contemporary

reactions to Hubble telescope images spanning billions of light-years.

Shepherds  in  ancient  Palestine  spent  nights  under  open skies  guarding  flocks.

David's  shepherd  background  (1  Samuel  16:11;  17:34-35)  provided  ample

opportunity  for  stargazing and meditation.  The clarity  of  Middle Eastern skies,

unpolluted by artificial light, would have made the Milky Way and countless stars

spectacularly visible.

Israel's  neighbors  developed  sophisticated  astronomical  observations  for

agricultural, navigational, and religious purposes. Babylonian astronomy tracked

planetary movements and predicted eclipses. Egyptian religion centered on sun

god Ra. Canaanite religion worshiped moon and stars. Israel's radical monotheism

demythologized celestial bodies, teaching they were created things testifying to

their Creator, not objects of worship themselves.

Genesis 1:14-18 establishes this theology: God created sun, moon, and stars for

signs,  seasons,  days,  and  years—functional  purposes,  not  divine  beings.

Deuteronomy  4:19  warns  Israel  against  worshiping  "the  host  of  heaven."  Job

38:4-7  portrays  stars  as  God's  creatures  celebrating  His  work.  This  consistent
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testimony—creation reveals Creator but must not be confused with Him—shapes

David's meditation in Psalm 8.

Related Passages

Romans 1:17 — The righteous shall live by faith 

James 2:17 — Faith and works 

John 15:13 — Greatest form of love 

1 John 4:8 — God is love 

Study Questions

When did you last intentionally 'consider' creation—moving beyond casual

observation to theological reflection on what it reveals about God?

What does the contrast between cosmic vastness and God's intimate

craftsmanship ("work of thy fingers") teach about His character?

How does understanding that celestial bodies are created things, not divine

beings, protect against modern forms of cosmic idolatry?

In what ways does scientific knowledge of the universe's scale and complexity

enhance rather than diminish the wonder David expresses?

What does David's meditation on creation suggest about the value of silence,

solitude, and contemplation in spiritual formation?

Interlinear Text

כיִּֽ
H3588

ה אֶראְֶ
When I consider

H7200

ָ מֶיך שָׁ
thy heavens

H8064

י מַעֲשֵׂ
the work

H4639

ָ יך אֶצבְעְֹּתֶ
of thy fingers

H676

חַ ֵ ירָ
the moon

H3394

ים כוֹכבִָ ְ ו
and the stars

H3556

ר אֲשֶׁ
H834

כוֹּננָֽתְּהָ׃
which thou hast ordained

H3559

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

3



Additional Cross-References

Genesis 1:1 (Parallel theme):  In the beginning God created the heaven and the

earth.

Psalms 33:6 (Parallel theme): By the word of the LORD were the heavens made;

and all the host of them by the breath of his mouth.

Psalms 111:2 (Parallel theme): The works of the LORD are great, sought out of all

them that have pleasure therein.

Psalms 89:11 (Parallel theme): The heavens are thine, the earth also is thine: as

for the world and the fulness thereof, thou hast founded them.

Psalms 104:19 (Parallel  theme):  He appointed the moon for  seasons:  the sun

knoweth his going down.

Romans 1:20 (Parallel theme): For the invisible things of him from the creation of

the world are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even his

eternal power and Godhead; so that they are without excuse:

Exodus 8:19 (Parallel theme): Then the magicians said unto Pharaoh, This is the

finger  of  God:  and Pharaoh's  heart  was  hardened,  and he hearkened not  unto

them; as the LORD had said.

Luke 11:20 (Parallel theme):  But if I with the finger of God cast out devils, no

doubt the kingdom of God is come upon you.

Job 22:12 (Parallel theme):  Is not God in the height of heaven? and behold the

height of the stars, how high they are!

Exodus 31:18 (Parallel theme):  And he gave unto Moses, when he had made an

end of communing with him upon mount Sinai, two tables of testimony, tables of

stone, written with the finger of God.
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