
Psalms 78:14
Authorized King James Version (KJV)

In the daytime also he led them with a cloud, and all the night

with a light of fire. 

Analysis

In the daytime also he led them with a cloud, and all the night with a light

of fire—the pillar of cloud and fire ('ammûd 'ānān and  'ammûd 'ēš) manifested

God's visible presence (Exodus 13:21-22), called the Shekhinah (dwelling glory) in

later Jewish theology. This divine GPS provided not just direction but assurance of

Immanuel—'God with us.'

The  cloud  became  the  tabernacle's  glory  (Exodus  40:34-38),  filled  Solomon's

temple (1 Kings 8:10-11), and departed before exile (Ezekiel 10:18-19). At Christ's

transfiguration, the cloud reappeared (Matthew 17:5), and He will return 'with the

clouds' (Revelation 1:7). The Holy Spirit now guides believers as the internal pillar

of fire (Acts 2:3).

Historical Context

The wilderness period (1446-1406 BC) tested Israel's  faith for forty years.  The

pillar  guided  them through  the  Sinai  Peninsula's  harsh  terrain,  demonstrating

God's continuous presence despite their grumbling and rebellion.

Related Passages

Ephesians 2:8 — Salvation by grace through faith 

John 3:16 — God's love and salvation 
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Study Questions

How does the Holy Spirit function as your 'pillar of fire' giving guidance in

darkness?

When have you demanded different guidance than what God's 'cloud' was

clearly providing?

Interlinear Text

ם ויַנַּחְֵ
also he led

H5148

ן ָ בעֶָּנ
them with a cloud

H6051

ם יוֹמָ
In the daytime

H3119

וכְלָ
H3605

ילְהָ ַּ ל הַ
and all the night

H3915

וֹר באְּ
with a light

H216

אֵֽשׁ׃
of fire
H784

Additional Cross-References

Psalms 105:39 (Light): He spread a cloud for a covering; and fire to give light in

the night.

Exodus 14:24 (Parallel theme): And it came to pass, that in the morning watch the

LORD looked unto the host of the Egyptians through the pillar of fire and of the

cloud, and troubled the host of the Egyptians,

Nehemiah 9:12 (Light): Moreover thou leddest them in the day by a cloudy pillar;

and in the night by a pillar of fire, to give them light in the way wherein they

should go.

Nehemiah 9:19 (Light):  Yet thou in thy manifold mercies forsookest them not in

the wilderness: the pillar of the cloud departed not from them by day, to lead them

in the way; neither the pillar of fire by night, to shew them light, and the way

wherein they should go.
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