
Psalms 74:8
Authorized King James Version (KJV)

They said in their hearts, Let us destroy them together: they

have burned up all the synagogues of God in the land. 

Analysis

They said in their hearts, Let us destroy them together—The Hebrew yōnêm

yaḥdāw (ו ָּ� 'means "let us oppress/subdue them altogether." The Babylonians (יוֹנםֵ יחְַד

intent  went  beyond  military  conquest  to  cultural  and  religious  genocide—the

systematic  eradication  of  Judah's  identity  as  God's  covenant  people.  In  their

hearts (bəlibbām, ָּם� reveals this wasn't mere political strategy but deep-seated (ב�לְבִ

hostility toward Yahweh Himself.

They have burned up all the synagogues of God in the land—This presents a

textual  challenge,  as  the  term  môʿădê-'ēl (מוֹעֲדֵי־אֵל,  "meeting  places  of  God")

predates  the  development  of  synagogues  as  we  know  them.  Most  scholars

understand this  as  local  shrines  or  places  of  assembly  for  worship  throughout

Judah, suggesting widespread religious persecution beyond Jerusalem. The verb

śārəp̄û (� ,ש�ָּרפְו  burned)  indicates  total  destruction—no  remnant  of  sacred  space

remained.

This verse captures the totalitarian nature of evil:  not content with conquering

Jerusalem,  the  enemy  seeks  to  eliminate  every  trace  of  God's  presence.  Yet

ironically, the very act of scattering God's people began the Jewish diaspora that

would preserve and spread knowledge of Yahweh worldwide. What Satan means

for destruction, God redeems for His purposes (Genesis 50:20). The church would

later face similar persecution (Acts 8:1-4), resulting in the gospel's expansion.
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Historical Context

Archaeological evidence confirms widespread destruction of Judean towns in the

early  6th  century  BC.  The  Babylonian  strategy  involved  not  just  capturing

Jerusalem  but  systematically  destroying  fortified  cities  and  religious  sites

throughout  Judah  (Lachish,  Azekah,  etc.).  This  policy  aimed  to  prevent  future

rebellion by obliterating national identity.

Related Passages

John 15:13 — Greatest form of love 

1 Corinthians 13:4 — Characteristics of love 

Study Questions

How does the enemy's desire to destroy 'altogether' reflect Satan's agenda

against the church today?

What does it reveal about God's sovereignty that even the burning of His

meeting places ultimately served His redemptive plan?

When facing comprehensive attack on your faith, how can you trust that

scattering often precedes greater harvest?

Interlinear Text

� ו אָּמְר
They said

H559

�ָּם לבִ בְ
in their hearts

H3820

ם ָּ ניִנ
Let us destroy

H3238

חַד ָּ י
them together

H3162

� ו ש�ָּרפְ
they have burned up

H8313

כָּל
H3605

מוֹעֲדֵי
all the synagogues

H4150

ל אֵ
of God
H410

ב�ָּאָּֽרץֶ׃
in the land

H776

1. 

2. 

3. 
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Additional Cross-References

Psalms 83:4 (Parallel theme): They have said, Come, and let us cut them off from

being a nation; that the name of Israel may be no more in remembrance.
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