
Psalms 7:8
Authorized King James Version (KJV)

The LORD shall judge the people: judge me, O LORD,

according to my righteousness, and according to mine

integrity that is in me. 

Analysis

The LORD shall  judge the people:  judge me,  O LORD, according to my

righteousness,  and  according  to  mine  integrity  that  is  in  me. This  bold

request reveals David's confidence in divine justice and his own conscience. The

Hebrew word for "judge" (yadin, ידִָין) means to execute judgment, to act as arbiter,

to vindicate or condemn. David isn't afraid of God's scrutiny; he actively invites it,

confident that divine examination will vindicate him against false accusations.

"According  to  my  righteousness"  (ke-tzidqi, �צְדְִקִי  (כ  and  "according  to  mine

integrity"  (ke-tummi, י  �תְמֻ�ִ (כ  require  careful  theological  handling.  David  isn't

claiming sinless perfection or earning salvation by works. Rather, in the specific

matter  of  accusation—whatever  Cush  charged  him  with—David  insists  he  is

innocent.  Tzedek (righteousness)  refers  to  right  standing before God and man,

conformity  to  covenant  obligations.  Tom (integrity)  suggests  completeness,

innocence, or blamelessness in this particular situation.

The phrase "that is in me" (alai, ָעָלי) can also mean "concerning me" or "upon me."

David may be saying "judge me according to the integrity that concerns my case"

or  "according  to  the  integrity  You  have  worked  in  me."  This  latter  reading

preserves the theological truth that any righteousness we possess is gift from God,

not self-generated virtue.

This verse anticipates the New Testament theology of justification. While David
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appeals  to  situational  innocence regarding specific charges,  believers  in  Christ

appeal  to  Christ's  righteousness credited to them (2 Corinthians 5:21).  Yet  the

principle remains: those who belong to God need not fear His judgment because

He will vindicate His own, whether through demonstrating actual innocence (as

with David) or through imputed righteousness (as with Christians).

Historical Context

In ancient Israel's legal system, judges held significant authority to decide cases

based  on  evidence  and  testimony.  However,  corruption,  false  witnesses,  and

political  pressure  could  pervert  justice  (Exodus  23:1-3;  Deuteronomy  16:19).

David's appeal to divine judgment reflects recognition that human courts might fail

him, but God's tribunal cannot be deceived or bribed.

The concept of divine judgment appears throughout Israel's history. God judged

between  Abraham and  Lot  (Genesis  13:9),  between  Jacob  and  Laban  (Genesis

31:53), and rendered verdicts in legal disputes brought to priests (Deuteronomy

17:8-13). The throne of David himself was established to execute justice (2 Samuel

8:15), yet David recognizes a higher court where he himself must stand trial.

False accusation was serious in Israelite society. Bearing false witness violated the

ninth commandment (Exodus 20:16). The law required that false accusers receive

the punishment they intended for their victim (Deuteronomy 19:16-21). This severe

penalty underscored the community's dependence on truthful testimony for justice.

David's situation—accused before the king by a court official—left him vulnerable

because Saul was predisposed to believe accusations against him.

The New Testament develops this theme of divine judgment. Paul writes that God

"will bring to light the hidden things of darkness and reveal the counsels of the

hearts"  (1  Corinthians  4:5).  Jesus  promises  that  every  careless  word  will  be

accounted  for  (Matthew  12:36-37).  Yet  for  those  in  Christ,  judgment  becomes

vindication rather than condemnation (Romans 8:1, 31-34).
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Related Passages

Romans 2:1 — Judging others 

Revelation 20:12 — Judgment according to deeds 

Study Questions

In what situations might believers confidently invite God's judgment

regarding their innocence in specific matters?

How do you balance David's confidence in his integrity with Paul's

declaration that 'all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God' (Romans

3:23)?

What is the relationship between our positional righteousness in Christ and

our practical integrity in daily situations?

How should knowing that God will ultimately judge all hidden things affect

your choices when no human witness is present?

When falsely accused, how can you maintain both humility about your general

sinfulness and confidence about your specific innocence?

Interlinear Text

ה ָ יהְו
The LORD

H3068

ין ידִָ
shall judge

H1777

ים מ�ִ עַ
the people

H5971

ניִ שָׁפטְֵ
judge
H8199

ה ָ יהְו
The LORD

H3068

י �צְדְִקִ כ
according to my righteousness

H6664

י �כתְמֻ�ִ ו
and according to mine integrity

H8537

עָליָֽ׃
H5921

Additional Cross-References

Psalms 96:13 (Righteousness): Before the LORD: for he cometh, for he cometh to

judge the earth: he shall judge the world with righteousness, and the people with

his truth.

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 
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Psalms 43:1 (Righteousness):  Judge me, O God, and plead my cause against an

ungodly nation: O deliver me from the deceitful and unjust man.

Psalms 98:9 (Righteousness): Before the LORD; for he cometh to judge the earth:

with righteousness shall he judge the world, and the people with equity.

Psalms 26:1 (Judgment): Judge me, O LORD; for I have walked in mine integrity: I

have trusted also in the LORD; therefore I shall not slide.

2 Corinthians 1:12 (Parallel theme): For our rejoicing is this, the testimony of our

conscience, that in simplicity and godly sincerity, not with fleshly wisdom, but by

the grace of God, we have had our conversation in the world, and more abundantly

to you-ward.

1 Thessalonians 2:10 (Righteousness): Ye are witnesses, and God also, how holily

and justly and unblameably we behaved ourselves among you that believe:
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