
Psalms 66:12
Authorized King James Version (KJV)

Thou hast caused men to ride over our heads; we went

through fire and through water: but thou broughtest us out

into a wealthy place. 

Analysis

The imagery of men riding over Israel's heads depicts humiliation and subjugation

under  enemy  oppression.  Passing  through  fire  and  water  represents  extreme

dangers (Isaiah 43:2), yet God brings His people 'out into a wealthy place'—a place

of abundance, rest, and blessing. This pattern of suffering-then-glory reflects both

Israel's  experience  and  the  believer's  journey  through  sanctification  to

glorification.  The  'wealthy  place'  ultimately  points  to  the  eternal  inheritance

secured by Christ's suffering.

Historical Context

This  progression  from  oppression  to  blessing  characterized  Israel's  Exodus

(through  Red  Sea  water),  wilderness  (fire  of  testing),  and  entry  into  Canaan

(wealthy place). It became a paradigm for understanding God's redemptive pattern

throughout history.

Related Passages

Ephesians 2:8 — Salvation by grace through faith 

Romans 10:9 — Confession and belief for salvation 
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Study Questions

How does the promise of a 'wealthy place' sustain you through current 'fire

and water' experiences?

What spiritual riches has God brought you to after periods of intense trial and

testing?

How does this pattern of suffering-then-glory reflect Christ's own path and

the believer's union with Him?

Interlinear Text

בתְָּ ַּ הִרכְ
to ride
H7392

וֹשׁ אֱנ
Thou hast caused men

H582

ּ נו אשֵׁ לרְֹ
over our heads

H7218

ּ באָּֽנו
we went

H935

שׁ באֵָ
through fire

H784

יִם ובּמַַּ
and through water

H4325

ּ נו תּוֹציִאֵ ַ ו
but thou broughtest us out

H3318

לרָֽוְיָהָֽ׃
into a wealthy

H7310

Additional Cross-References

Isaiah 51:23 (Parallel theme):  But I will put it into the hand of them that afflict

thee; which have said to thy soul, Bow down, that we may go over: and thou hast

laid thy body as the ground, and as the street, to them that went over.

James 5:11 (Parallel theme): Behold, we count them happy which endure. Ye have

heard of the patience of Job, and have seen the end of the Lord; that the Lord is

very pitiful, and of tender mercy.

Job 36:16 (Parallel theme): Even so would he have removed thee out of the strait

into a broad place, where there is no straitness; and that which should be set on

thy table should be full of fatness.

Acts 14:22 (Parallel theme): Confirming the souls of the disciples, and exhorting

them to continue in the faith, and that we must through much tribulation enter

into the kingdom of God.

1. 

2. 

3. 
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