
Psalms 61:4
Authorized King James Version (KJV)

I will abide in thy tabernacle for ever: I will trust in the covert

of thy wings. Selah. 

Analysis

I will abide in thy tabernacle for ever: I will trust in the covert of thy wings.

Selah. This verse expresses David's deepest longing—permanent dwelling in God's

presence. "I will abide" (agurah, ָאָגורּה) means to sojourn, dwell, remain, lodge. The

root  gur often describes foreigners dwelling temporarily in a land. Paradoxically,

David expresses desire to dwell "forever" using a word that suggests temporary

sojourning. This reflects the tension between earthly temporariness and eternal

aspiration.

"In  thy  tabernacle"  (be'oholekha,  ָ (באְָּהָלךְ  refers  to  God's  dwelling  place—the

tabernacle where God's presence dwelt among Israel, later replaced by Solomon's

temple. Literally "thy tent," evoking the mobile tent sanctuary that accompanied

Israel through wilderness and early settlement period. For David, the tabernacle

represented God's manifest presence on earth. To dwell in God's tabernacle meant

intimate proximity to divine presence.

"For ever" (olamim, עוֹלמִָים) is plural form of  olam (eternity, perpetuity, indefinite

future). The plural intensifies: "eternities," "forever and ever," "perpetually." David

doesn't desire temporary visits to God's presence but permanent residence. This

anticipates Psalm 23:6: "I will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever," and finds

ultimate fulfillment in eternal  dwelling with God (Revelation 21:3:  "Behold,  the

tabernacle of God is with men, and he will dwell with them").

Yet  David  knows  he  can't  literally  live  in  the  tabernacle—he's  king,  has

1



responsibilities,  must  govern.  The  desire  is  spiritual:  continual  conscious

awareness  of  God's  presence,  unbroken  fellowship,  permanent  intimate

relationship. This reflects the central human longing: to be fully known and fully

loved by God forever. Augustine famously prayed: "Thou hast made us for thyself,

and our heart is restless until it finds rest in thee."

"I will trust in the covert of thy wings" (echseh besether kenafekha, ֶאֶחֱסֶה בסְֵּתר

ָ .shifts to second metaphor (כנְּפָיֶך  Chasah means to take refuge, seek shelter, flee

for protection.  Sether means covering, hiding place, secret place.  Kanaf means

wing, extremity, corner. Together the phrase evokes mother bird sheltering chicks

under protective wings (cf. Psalm 17:8, 36:7, 57:1, 63:7, 91:4; Matthew 23:37).

The  wing imagery  suggests  both  intimacy  and security.  Chicks  under  mother's

wings are close, warm, protected, hidden from predators. God's wings represent

His hovering protective presence, tender care, and all-encompassing shelter. This

combines strength (ability to protect) with tenderness (maternal care). Ruth 2:12

blessed Ruth for coming under "the wings" of Israel's God—taking refuge in His

covenant protection.

"Selah" (ָסֶלה) signals pause for meditation. After expressing profound desire for

eternal  dwelling  in  God's  presence  and  confident  trust  in  His  protective  care,

worshipers should pause and reflect on these realities. What does it mean to desire

God's presence above all else? To find ultimate security under divine wings? To

long for eternal fellowship with God?

Historical Context

David's  desire  to  dwell  in  God's  tabernacle  must  be understood within  Israel's

covenant theology. The tabernacle represented God's presence among His people

—He who dwells in heaven condescended to dwell with Israel in the tent sanctuary.

Exodus 25:8 records God's command: 'Let them make me a sanctuary; that I may

dwell among them.' The tabernacle made possible communion between holy God

and sinful humanity through the priesthood and sacrificial system.

Only priests entered the tabernacle's Holy Place, and only the high priest entered
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the  Most  Holy  Place  (once  yearly  on  the  Day  of  Atonement).  Yet  Psalm  27:4

expresses similar longing: 'One thing have I desired of the LORD, that will I seek

after; that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life, to behold

the beauty of the LORD, and to enquire in his temple.' David's desire wasn't for

priestly duties but for intimate communion with God's presence.

David lived in unique relationship to the tabernacle. He brought the ark of the

covenant to Jerusalem with great celebration (2 Samuel 6) and placed it in a tent

he  prepared.  Second  Samuel  7  describes  David's  desire  to  build  a  permanent

temple for God, though God instead promised to establish David's house (dynasty)

forever. David's passion for God's dwelling place led him to gather resources for

the temple Solomon would build (1 Chronicles 22-29).

The  wing  imagery  has  ancient  Near  Eastern  parallels.  Egyptian  art  depicted

protective  deities  with  outstretched wings.  However,  Israel's  God distinguished

Himself  through  personal,  covenant  relationship—not  distant  deity  requiring

magical  manipulation  but  faithful  Father  welcoming  children  to  shelter  under

protective wings. Exodus 19:4 describes the exodus: 'I bare you on eagles' wings,

and brought you unto myself.'

For  New  Testament  believers,  dwelling  in  God's  tabernacle  finds  fulfillment

through Christ. John 1:14 declares: 'The Word was made flesh, and dwelt [literally

"tabernacled"]  among us.'  Jesus is  God's  tabernacle—divine presence in human

form. Through union with Christ,  believers dwell  in God's presence continually.

Ephesians 2:6 says believers are 'raised up together,  and made sit  together in

heavenly places in Christ Jesus.' The Holy Spirit indwells believers, making them

God's  temple  (1  Corinthians  6:19).  Ultimately,  Revelation  21:3  promises:  'The

tabernacle of God is with men, and he will dwell with them, and they shall be his

people, and God himself  shall  be with them, and be their God.'  The longing to

dwell in God's presence forever finds ultimate fulfillment in the new creation.

Related Passages

Matthew 25:31 — Final judgment 

Romans 2:1 — Judging others 
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Study Questions

What does it mean to desire to 'abide in God's tabernacle forever' when we

can't literally live in a physical sanctuary, and how is this longing fulfilled

spiritually?

How does the tension between 'sojourning' (temporary dwelling) and 'forever'

(eternal permanence) reflect the already-not-yet nature of life in God's

presence?

What aspects of our lives demonstrate whether we truly desire God's

presence above all else or merely desire God's blessings?

How does the image of taking refuge 'under the covert of God's wings'

address both our need for security (protection) and intimacy (closeness)?

In what ways does Jesus's lament over Jerusalem (Matthew 23:37) using this

same imagery illuminate God's desire to shelter His people and their refusal

to come?

Interlinear Text

ורּהָ אָג
I will abide

H1481

ָ אָהָלךְ בְ
in thy tabernacle

H168

ים עוֹלמִָ
for ever

H5769

ה אֶֽחֱסֶ
I will trust

H2620

תרֶ בסְֵ
in the covert

H5643

ָ יך כנְּפֶָ
of thy wings

H3671

סֶּֽלהָ׃
Selah
H5542

Additional Cross-References

Psalms 27:4 (Temple):  One thing have I desired of the LORD, that will  I  seek

after; that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life, to behold

the beauty of the LORD, and to enquire in his temple.

Psalms 23:6 (Parallel theme): Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the

days of my life: and I will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever.

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 
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Psalms 17:8 (Parallel theme): Keep me as the apple of the eye, hide me under the

shadow of thy wings,

Psalms 91:4 (Faith):  He shall cover thee with his feathers, and under his wings

shalt thou trust: his truth shall be thy shield and buckler.

Psalms 15:1 (Temple): LORD, who shall abide in thy tabernacle? who shall dwell

in thy holy hill?

Psalms 57:1 (Faith):  Be merciful unto me, O God, be merciful unto me: for my

soul trusteth in thee: yea, in the shadow of thy wings will I make my refuge, until

these calamities be overpast.

Psalms 62:7 (Parallel theme): In God is my salvation and my glory: the rock of my

strength, and my refuge, is in God.

Psalms 63:7 (Parallel theme):  Because thou hast been my help, therefore in the

shadow of thy wings will I rejoice.

Matthew 23:37 (Parallel  theme):  O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that  killest  the

prophets,  and stonest  them which are sent  unto thee,  how often would I  have

gathered thy children together, even as a hen gathereth her chickens under her

wings, and ye would not!

Ruth 2:12 (Faith):  The LORD recompense thy work, and a full reward be given

thee of the LORD God of Israel, under whose wings thou art come to trust.
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