
Psalms 52:8
Authorized King James Version (KJV)

But I am like a green olive tree in the house of God: I trust in

the mercy of God for ever and ever. 

Analysis

But I am like a green olive tree in the house of God: I trust in the mercy of

God for ever and ever. This verse presents David's sharp contrast to the wicked

man just described. While the wicked trusts in riches and is uprooted (v.5), David

trusts in God's mercy and flourishes like a planted tree. The imagery is rich with

covenant significance.

"But I" (va'ani, ִואֲַני) marks emphatic contrast. The psalm has described the wicked

man's  fate—uprooting,  destruction,  laughing  scorn.  "But  I"  signals  David's

different position, choice, and destiny. Same world, same circumstances, different

foundation produces different outcomes.

"Am like a green olive tree" (kzayit ra'anan, ְָּזיִַת רעֲַנן� uses powerfully significant (כ

imagery. Zayit (זיִַת) is the olive tree, economically and symbolically crucial in Israel.

Olive trees live for centuries, produce valuable oil for food, medicine, light, and

anointing, and remain productive even when ancient. Ra'anan (ָרעֲַנן) means green,

flourishing, luxuriant—full of life and vitality. This isn't a struggling survivor but a

thriving, fruitful tree.

"In the house of God" (beveit Elohim, ב�ְּביֵת אֱלֹהִים) is crucial to the metaphor. This

isn't a wild olive tree but one planted in God's house—the temple courts. Psalm

92:13: "Those that be planted in the house of the LORD shall flourish in the courts

of our God." The location matters: proximity to God's presence, planted in sacred

space,  rooted  in  worship  and  covenant  community.  David  sees  himself  as
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permanently planted where God dwells.

"I  trust  in  the  mercy  of  God"  (batachti  bechesed-Elohim, בְּחֶסֶד־אֱלֹהִים  (ב�טַָחְּת�יִ 

provides the foundation.  Batach (ב�טַָח) is the same verb used in v.7 of the wicked

man trusting riches. David trusts differently: not in wealth but in  chesed (חֶסֶד)—

covenant  love,  steadfast  mercy,  loyal  faithfulness.  This  is  God's  committed,

reliable, unfailing love toward His covenant people. David's security rests not on

what he possesses but on who God is.

"For ever and ever" (olam va'ed, ועֶָד  .emphasizes permanence (עוֹלםָ   Olam (ָעוֹלם)

means  forever,  eternity,  perpetuity.  'Ad (עַד)  means  perpetuity,  everlasting.

Together:  eternally  eternal,  forever  and  forever.  David's  trust  isn't  temporary

expedient but eternal commitment. God's mercy endures eternally; David's trust

responds eternally. This is permanent relationship, not crisis-driven bargaining.

Historical Context

Olive  tree  imagery  carries  deep significance in  Israelite  culture  and Scripture.

Olive  trees  covered  the  landscape  of  ancient  Israel—on  the  Mount  of  Olives,

throughout Galilee, across the Mediterranean region. The tree provided: 

Food—olives for eating

Light—olive oil for lamps

Anointing—consecrated oil for priests and kings

Medicine—oil for healing

Trade—valuable export commodity.

An olive tree represented provision, prosperity, and permanence.

Jeremiah 11:16 uses similar imagery: "The LORD called thy name, A green olive

tree, fair, and of goodly fruit." Hosea 14:6 promises: "his beauty shall be as the

olive tree." Romans 11:17-24 uses olive tree imagery for covenant relationship—

Gentiles grafted into Israel's olive tree. Revelation 11:4 speaks of two witnesses as

"two olive trees...standing before the God of the earth."

The temple courts featured actual olive trees planted near sacred space. Psalm
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128:3  uses  domestic  imagery:  "Thy  children  like  olive  plants  round  about  thy

table." To be "like a green olive tree in the house of God" meant: (1) Permanent

planting—not temporary visitor but permanent resident; (2) Privileged proximity—

near God's presence; (3) Productive fruitfulness—useful to God and His people; (4)

Enduring vitality—life that continues through generations.

David's confidence in God's chesed (covenant love) reflects covenant theology. God

bound Himself to Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Moses, and David in sworn commitment.

Lamentations 3:22-23: "It  is of the LORD'S mercies that we are not consumed,

because  his  compassions  fail  not.  They  are  new  every  morning:  great  is  thy

faithfulness." Psalm 136 repeats 26 times: "for his mercy endureth for ever." This

unchanging divine faithfulness grounds believer's security.

Related Passages

1 Corinthians 13:4 — Characteristics of love 

John 15:13 — Greatest form of love 

Study Questions

What does it mean to be 'like a green olive tree in the house of God,' and how

does this imagery describe the righteous person's relationship with God?

Why is the location 'in the house of God' crucial to the metaphor—how does

proximity to God's presence enable flourishing?

How does trusting in God's covenant love (<em>chesed</em>) differ from

trusting in riches, and what makes divine mercy a more secure foundation?

In what ways does an olive tree's characteristics (longevity, fruitfulness,

valuable oil) picture the believer's life rooted in God?

How can you cultivate being 'planted in the house of the LORD' through

worship, community, and spiritual disciplines that keep you near God's

presence?
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Interlinear Text

י׀ ִ ואֲַנ
H589

יִת ַ �ְּז כ
olive tree

H2132

עֲנןָ רַ
But I am like a green

H7488

ית ב�ְּבֵ
in the house

H1004

ים לֹהִ אֱ
of God
H430

יִ חְּת� ב�טַָ
I trust
H982

בְּחֶֽסֶד
in the mercy

H2617

ים לֹהִ אֱ
of God
H430

ם עוֹלָ
for ever

H5769

ועֶָֽד׃
and ever

H5703

Additional Cross-References

Psalms 1:3 (Parallel theme):  And he shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of

water, that bringeth forth his fruit in his season; his leaf also shall not wither; and

whatsoever he doeth shall prosper.

Psalms 13:5 (Faith): But I have trusted in thy mercy; my heart shall rejoice in thy

salvation.

Jeremiah 11:16 (Parallel theme): The LORD called thy name, A green olive tree,

fair, and of goodly fruit: with the noise of a great tumult he hath kindled fire upon

it, and the branches of it are broken.

Romans 11:24 (Parallel theme): For if thou wert cut out of the olive tree which is

wild by nature, and wert graffed contrary to nature into a good olive tree: how

much more shall these, which be the natural branches, be graffed into their own

olive tree?

Psalms 147:11 (Grace): The LORD taketh pleasure in them that fear him, in those

that hope in his mercy.

Psalms 128:3 (Parallel theme): Thy wife shall be as a fruitful vine by the sides of

thine house: thy children like olive plants round about thy table.

Psalms 33:18 (Grace):  Behold, the eye of the LORD is upon them that fear him,

upon them that hope in his mercy;

From KJV Study • kjvstudy.org 

4


	Psalms 52:8
	Analysis
	Historical Context
	Related Passages
	Study Questions
	Interlinear Text
	Additional Cross-References


