Psalms 42:8

Authorized King James Version (KJV)

Yet the LORD will command his lovingkindness in the daytime,
and in the night his song shall be with me, and my prayer unto
the God of my life.

Analysis

Yet the LORD will command his lovingkindness in the daytime, and in the
night his song shall be with me, and my prayer unto the God of my life. This
verse provides theological anchor amid the psalmist's distress, declaring God's
faithful love that operates continuously—by day and by night. The verse stands in
tension with surrounding lament, creating beautiful paradox: the psalmist
simultaneously experiences God's absence (v.9: "Why hast thou forgotten me?") yet
affirms God's ongoing lovingkindness. This is faith confessing truth despite
contrary feelings.

"“Yet the LORD will command" (yetzaveh Yahweh, nin' n1¥') opens with surprising
confidence. Tzavah means to command, order, charge. The imperfect tense can be
translated as future ("will command") or as continuing present reality
("commands" or "is commanding"). God's commanding His lovingkindness
suggests sovereign initiative—God orders His chesed to come to the psalmist's aid.
This personification treats lovingkindness as God's agent, dispatched at His
command to minister to His people. The covenant name Yahweh emphasizes God's
faithful, promise-keeping character.

"His lovingkindness" (chasdo, 170n) is the possessive form of chesed (T10n), perhaps
Scripture's richest theological term. Translated variously as lovingkindness,
steadfast love, mercy, loyal love, covenant faithfulness, chesed describes God's
unwavering commitment to His covenant people. This is not sentimental affection



but covenantal loyalty that persists despite circumstances or human
unfaithfulness. Exodus 34:6-7 reveals God as "abundant in goodness [chesed] and
truth." Lamentations 3:22-23 declares: "It is of the LORD's mercies [chesed] that
we are not consumed, because his compassions fail not. They are new every
morning: great is thy faithfulness."

"In the daytime" (yomam, noni') specifies God's lovingkindness operates by day. The
parallel with night creates merism—rhetorical device using polar opposites to
indicate totality. Day and night together encompass all time. God's faithful love
isn't limited to certain hours or circumstances but operates continuously.

"And in the night his song shall be with me" (uvalailah shiro immi, my nw n'7'721)
extends God's ministry through the night. Shir means song. The possessive "his
song" can mean:

1. song God gives to the psalmist
2. song about God
3. song God Himself sings over His people (cf.

Zephaniah 3:17: "he will joy over thee with singing"). The phrase "with me" (immi)
emphasizes companionship—God's song accompanies the psalmist through dark
hours when loneliness and fear intensify. Job 35:10 speaks of "God my maker, who
giveth songs in the night."

"And my prayer unto the God of my life" (utefillah le'El chayai, »n '7x7 n75n1)
identifies prayer as response to God's song. Tefillah means prayer, supplication,
intercession. The God-given song produces prayer. "The God of my life" (El chayai)
is remarkable phrase appearing only here. El means God; chayai means "my life."
This can mean: (1) God who gives and sustains my life; (2) God who IS my life—the
source, meaning, and purpose of existence. The phrase echoes verse 2's "living
God" while personalizing it: not merely the God who lives but the God who is MY
life. This recalls Jesus's declaration: "I am...the life" (John 14:6) and Paul's "to me
to live is Christ" (Philippians 1:21).



Historical Context

The concept of God commanding His lovingkindness appears elsewhere in
Scripture, always emphasizing divine sovereignty and initiative in mercy. Psalm
133:3 speaks of "the blessing, even life for evermore" which "the LORD
commanded." Leviticus 25:21 describes God commanding His blessing. God's word
accomplishes what He commands (Isaiah 55:11). When God commands
lovingkindness, it comes—not as abstract principle but active agent of divine will
ministering to His people.

"Songs in the night" has rich biblical precedent. When Paul and Silas were
imprisoned in Philippi with feet in stocks, "at midnight Paul and Silas prayed, and
sang praises unto God: and the prisoners heard them" (Acts 16:25). Immediately
an earthquake freed them, leading to the jailer's conversion. Night songs
demonstrate faith that transcends circumstances—praising God not because
everything is well but because God remains faithful regardless of circumstances.

The imagery of God singing over His people appears most explicitly in Zephaniah
3:17: "The LORD thy God in the midst of thee is mighty; he will save, he will
rejoice over thee with joy; he will rest in his love, he will joy over thee with
singing." This stunning image reverses the typical dynamic—not merely humans
singing to God but God singing over His people with joy. The Creator delights in
His redeemed creation.

For Israel in exile or experiencing national distress, this psalm offered hope. Even
when temple worship was inaccessible (verse 4), when enemies mocked (verse 10),
when God seemed absent (verse 9), His lovingkindness continued by day and His
song accompanied by night. Faith could endure apparent abandonment by trusting
God's covenant faithfulness transcended present experience.

Christian interpretation sees Christ as ultimate expression of God's commanded
lovingkindness. John 3:16's "God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten
Son" demonstrates God commanding (decreeing, ordaining) His love toward
humanity through Christ's incarnation and atoning death. The "song in the night"
finds expression in Passion Week—]Jesus singing Hallel Psalms with disciples
before Gethsemane (Matthew 26:30), enduring crucifixion's darkness, descending



into death, then rising in resurrection victory. Believers participate in this pattern:
suffering with Christ anticipates resurrection glory (Romans 8:17).

Related Passages

1 Corinthians 13:4 — Characteristics of love

John 15:13 — Greatest form of love

Study Questions

1. What does it mean for God to ‘command’' His lovingkindness, and how does
this emphasize divine initiative rather than human merit?

2. How can believers experience God's lovingkindness 'in the daytime' and His
song 'in the night'—what do these different times symbolize?

3. What is the significance of calling God 'the God of my life' rather than merely
'my God' or 'the living God'?

4. How can praising God during 'night' seasons (suffering, loss, confusion) be
authentic rather than mere pretense?

5. In what ways has God given you 'songs in the night' during your darkest
times, and how did this sustain faith?

Interlinear Text

D v n 1! N 1N 1790 n7!'71 1

in the daytime will command Yet the LORD his lovingkindness and in the night
H3119 H6680 H3068 H2617 H3915

n Y ooy n 79 n 7 X7 N

his song H5973 shall be with me and my prayer unto the God of my life
H7892 H8605 H410 H2416



Additional Cross-References

Psalms 63:6 (Parallel theme): When I remember thee upon my bed, and meditate
on thee in the night watches.

Psalms 16:7 (References Lord): I will bless the LORD, who hath given me counsel:

my reins also instruct me in the night seasons.

Psalms 149:5 (Parallel theme): Let the saints be joyful in glory: let them sing

aloud upon their beds.

Job 35:10 (References God): But none saith, Where is God my maker, who giveth

songs in the night;

Psalms 133:3 (References Lord): As the dew of Hermon, and as the dew that
descended upon the mountains of Zion: for there the LORD commanded the

blessing, even life for evermore.

Psalms 44:4 (References God): Thou art my King, O God: command deliverances
for Jacob.

Matthew 8:8 (References Lord): The centurion answered and said, Lord, I am not
worthy that thou shouldest come under my roof: but speak the word only, and my
servant shall be healed.

Deuteronomy 28:8 (References God): The LORD shall command the blessing
upon thee in thy storehouses, and in all that thou settest thine hand unto; and he
shall bless thee in the land which the LORD thy God giveth thee.

Isaiah 30:29 (References Lord): Ye shall have a song, as in the night when a holy
solemnity is kept; and gladness of heart, as when one goeth with a pipe to come
into the mountain of the LORD, to the mighty One of Israel.

Acts 16:25 (Prayer): And at midnight Paul and Silas prayed, and sang praises unto

God: and the prisoners heard them.
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