
Psalms 30:12
Authorized King James Version (KJV)

To the end that my glory may sing praise to thee, and not be

silent. O LORD my God, I will give thanks unto thee for ever. 

Analysis

To the end that my glory may sing praise to thee, and not be silent.  O

LORD my God, I will give thanks unto thee for ever. The psalm concludes with

purpose  statement  and  perpetual  commitment.  David  explains  why  God

transformed his mourning to joy—so he could worship. This verse reveals worship

as both gift received (enabled by deliverance) and gift given back (offered to God

eternally).

"To  the  end  that" (lema'an/למְַעַן)   expresses  purpose  or  goal.  God's  deliverance

wasn't  arbitrary  or  merely  compassionate;  it  served  specific  purpose—enabling

worship. Throughout Scripture, God saves so the saved will glorify Him. Exodus

from Egypt aimed at worship: "Let my people go, that they may serve me" (Exodus

8:1). Ephesians 1:6 states God chose believers "to the praise of the glory of his

grace."  Salvation  serves  divine  glory—not  that  God  needs  our  praise  but  that

worship fulfills our created purpose and reflects reality rightly.

"My glory  may sing praise  to  thee" �ֹּם)  יִד ולְֹּא  כבָוֹּד   ָ yezamerkha chavod velo/יזְמַ�ֶּרךְ

yiddom) raises translation question. Kavod (glory) could mean: 

my soul/inner being (parallel to nephesh/soul)

my honor/reputation

my tongue (organ of praise)

my glory given by God.
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Most  modern  translations  render  "my  soul"  or  "my  heart,"  emphasizing  inner

person.  The  point:  the  deepest,  truest  part  of  David—his  essential  being—will

praise  God.  Zamar (sing,  make  music)  indicates  musical  worship.  Deliverance

enables David's entire being to sing praise.

"And not  be  silent" �ֹּם)  יִד velo/ולְֹּא   yiddom)  emphasizes  ongoing worship.  Damam

means to be silent, still, speechless. Negated, it means "not be silent"—continually

speaking, singing, praising. Earlier (v.5) David feared going to the pit where the

dead "cannot praise thee" (v.9). Now alive, he commits to perpetual praise. Silence

would  waste  deliverance;  ongoing  worship  honors  God  rightly.  Psalm  115:17

contrasts: "The dead praise not the LORD, neither any that go down into silence.

But we will bless the LORD from this time forth and for evermore."

"O  LORD  my  God" אֱלֹּהָי)  Yahweh/יהְוהָ   Elohai)  uses  both  divine  names  with

possessive pronouns. Yahweh is the covenant name; Elohim emphasizes power and

majesty. Together with "my" they express intimate relationship with the sovereign

Creator. David doesn't address abstract deity but personal God who delivered him.

"I  will  give  thanks  unto  thee  for  ever"  (ָ� ך אוֹּדֶּ (le'olam odekka/לעְוֹּלםָ   commits  to

eternal  gratitude.  Olam means forever,  perpetuity,  eternity.  Yadah (give thanks,

praise, confess) will continue eternally. This isn't hyperbolic emotion but serious

commitment.  Deliverance  obligates  ongoing  thanksgiving.  Psalm  103:1-2

commands:  "Bless  the  LORD,  O  my  soul...and  forget  not  all  his  benefits."

Remembering benefits produces perpetual gratitude. For believers, thanksgiving

doesn't end at death but continues in heaven's eternal worship (Revelation 7:9-12).

Historical Context

The concept of purpose in deliverance pervades biblical theology. God saved Israel

from Egypt not merely from compassion but for worship—to be His people, serve

Him, bear witness to nations. The tabernacle/temple existed so God could dwell

among  His  people  and  receive  their  worship.  Sacrificial  system  enabled

maintaining right relationship with holy God, preserving ability to approach Him in

worship.
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David  organized  temple  worship  extensively—dividing  priests  and  Levites  into

divisions,  appointing  musicians,  establishing  liturgical  patterns  (1  Chronicles

23-26).  He  understood  worship  as  central  to  national  life.  Bringing  the  ark  to

Jerusalem, David "danced before the LORD with all his might" (2 Samuel 6:14).

When  criticized  by  Michal,  he  defended  his  exuberant  worship.  Psalm  30's

commitment to perpetual praise reflects David's conviction that life's purpose is

worship.

The  phrase  "not  be  silent"  echoes  prophetic  critique  of  empty  religion.  Isaiah

rebuked  Israel  for  religious  performance  without  heart  transformation.  Amos

condemned festivals lacking justice and mercy. True worship engages the whole

person—"my glory"  (inner  being)  singing  genuinely,  not  merely  external  ritual.

Post-exilic worship risked becoming mechanical; prophets like Malachi called for

authentic devotion.

For  early  church,  worship  was  central  despite  lacking  temple,  priesthood,  and

sacrificial system. Hebrews reinterprets worship christologically: Jesus is ultimate

High Priest, His death the final sacrifice, heaven the true sanctuary. Worship now

centers on Christ and occurs "in spirit and in truth" (John 4:24). Yet the psalm's

principle  continues:  God  delivers  so  the  delivered  will  worship.  Romans  12:1

urges: "Present your bodies a living sacrifice...which is your reasonable service

[worship]." Salvation enables and obligates worship.

Church  history  preserves  countless  testimonies  of  believers  experiencing

deliverance  and  devoting  themselves  to  perpetual  praise.  Converted  pagans

destroyed idols  and worshiped Christ.  Healed sick  composed hymns.  Delivered

prisoners  wrote  praise  psalms.  Modern  worship  movements—from Reformation

hymns  to  contemporary  worship—continue  expressing  gratitude  for  God's

deliverance through perpetual praise.

Related Passages

John 15:13 — Greatest form of love 

1 John 4:8 — God is love 
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Study Questions

What does it mean that God saves 'to the end that' we might praise Him, and

is it egotistical for God to desire worship?

How does understanding 'my glory' as the essential inner self shape our

concept of worship as comprehensive engagement, not merely external

performance?

What is the relationship between experiencing deliverance and committing to

perpetual thanksgiving, and how does gratitude naturally flow from grace

received?

How did Jesus's death and resurrection enable worship in new way, and how

do believers now offer 'sacrifice of praise' (Hebrews 13:15)?

What does it mean practically to give thanks 'forever,' and how can believers

cultivate perpetual gratitude rather than episodic thanksgiving?

Interlinear Text

עַן׀ למְַ
H4616

ָ רךְ יזְמַ�ֶּ
may sing

H2167

בוֹּד כָ
To the end that my glory

H3519

א ולְֹּ
H3808

ם ֹּ� יִד
praise to thee and not be silent

H1826

ה ָ יהְו
O LORD

H3068

י לֹּהַ אֱ
my God

H430

ם לעְוֹּלָ
unto thee for ever

H5769

�׃ָ ך אוֹּדֶּֽ
I will give thanks

H3034

Additional Cross-References

Psalms 145:2 (Resurrection):  Every day will I bless thee; and I will praise thy

name for ever and ever.

Psalms 16:9 (Glory): Therefore my heart is glad, and my glory rejoiceth: my flesh

also shall rest in hope.

Psalms 44:8 (Resurrection):  In God we boast  all  the day long,  and praise thy

name for ever. Selah.

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

4



Luke 19:40 (Parallel theme): And he answered and said unto them, I tell you that,

if these should hold their peace, the stones would immediately cry out.
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