
Psalms 26:8
Authorized King James Version (KJV)

LORD, I have loved the habitation of thy house, and the place

where thine honour dwelleth. 

Analysis

LORD, I have loved the habitation of thy house, and the place where thine

honour  dwelleth. This  verse  expresses  David's  devotion  to  God's  sanctuary,

revealing that his integrity includes genuine love for corporate worship and God's

manifest presence. This isn't mere religious duty but heartfelt affection for God's

dwelling place.

"LORD, I have loved" (Yahweh ahavti, ִּי ,meaning to love ,(אָהַב) uses ahav (יהְוהָ אָהַבתְ�

have affection for, delight in. The perfect tense indicates established, ongoing love

—not  momentary  sentiment  but  enduring  devotion.  Using  the  covenant  name

Yahweh emphasizes personal relationship. David loves what belongs to the God

who has bound Himself in faithful love to His people.

"The habitation of thy house" (me'on beitekha, ֵֶָּיתך� meaning ,(מָעוֹן) uses ma'on (מְעוֹן ב

dwelling, habitation, place of residence. Bayit (ב�יִַת) means house—here referring to

the tabernacle (eventually the temple). This is where God has chosen to place His

name and manifest His presence. David doesn't just love the building but what it

represents: God dwelling among His people.

"The place where thine honour dwelleth" (meqom mishkan kevodekha, ַן� מְקוֹם מִּש�ְכ

ָ �בְוֹדֶך �ןָ) intensifies the first phrase. Mishkan (כ .means dwelling place, tabernacle (מִּש�ְכ

Kavod (בָוֹד� (כ  means glory,  honor,  weightiness,  significance.  This  is  where God's

glorious  presence  dwells—the  place  where  heaven  touches  earth,  where  God

meets His people.

1



The  verse  contrasts  sharply  with  verse  5,  where  David  declares  he  hates  the

assembly of evildoers and won't sit with the wicked. David loves gathering with

God's people where God's presence dwells;  he hates gathering with those who

reject God. This reveals that love for God includes love for His people and His

worship.

Historical Context

During  David's  time,  the  tabernacle  was  Israel's  worship  center  where  God's

presence dwelled between the cherubim above the ark of the covenant. The glory

cloud (Shekinah) that led Israel through wilderness (Exodus 13:21-22) had filled

the tabernacle when completed (Exodus 40:34-35). This tangible presence of God

made the tabernacle precious to faithful Israelites.

David demonstrated his love for God's house through multiple actions. He brought

the ark to Jerusalem (2 Samuel 6). He desired to build a permanent temple for

God: "See now, I dwell in an house of cedar, but the ark of God dwelleth within

curtains" (2 Samuel 7:2). Though God prevented David from building the temple,

David  prepared  extensively  for  it—gathering  materials,  organizing  worship,

composing psalms. His son Solomon built what David planned.

Psalm 27:4 similarly expresses: "One thing have I desired of the LORD, that will I

seek after; that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life, to

behold the beauty of the LORD, and to enquire in his temple." Psalm 84:10: "a day

in thy courts is better than a thousand. I had rather be a doorkeeper in the house

of my God, than to dwell in the tents of wickedness."

For New Testament believers, God no longer dwells in buildings but in His people.

1 Corinthians 3:16: "Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit

of  God  dwelleth  in  you?"  Ephesians  2:21-22  describes  the  church  as  "an  holy

temple in the Lord." Yet the principle remains: loving God includes loving where

He dwells—now the church, His people gathered for worship.
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Related Passages

1 Corinthians 13:4 — Characteristics of love 

1 John 4:8 — God is love 

Study Questions

What does it mean to love 'the habitation of God's house,' and how does this

love express itself practically?

How does David's love for where God's presence dwells challenge modern

individualistic Christianity that downplays corporate worship?

What is the 'place where God's honor dwells' in the New Covenant age, and

how should believers relate to it?

How does loving God's dwelling place (the gathered church) relate to loving

God Himself?

In what ways do you demonstrate (or fail to demonstrate) love for God's

house and His people gathered for worship?

Interlinear Text

ה ָ יהְֽו
LORD
H3068

ִּי הַבתְ� אָ
I have loved

H157

וֹן מְע
the habitation

H4583

ָ ך �ֵּיתֶ ב
of thy house

H1004

וֹם מְק � ו
and the place

H4725

ן ַ� מִּש�ְכ
dwelleth

H4908

ך׃ָ �בְוֹדֶֽ כ
where thine honour

H3519

Additional Cross-References

Isaiah 38:22 (References Lord):  Hezekiah also had said, What is the sign that I

shall go up to the house of the LORD?

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 
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Isaiah 38:20 (References Lord):  The LORD was ready to save me: therefore we

will sing my songs to the stringed instruments all the days of our life in the house

of the LORD.

Psalms 84:10 (Parallel theme): For a day in thy courts is better than a thousand. I

had rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God, than to dwell in the tents of

wickedness.

Psalms 122:9 (References Lord): Because of the house of the LORD our God I will

seek thy good.

Luke 2:49 (Parallel theme): And he said unto them, How is it that ye sought me?

wist ye not that I must be about my Father's business?

Luke 2:46 (Parallel theme): And it came to pass, that after three days they found

him in the temple,  sitting in the midst  of  the doctors,  both hearing them, and

asking them questions.
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