
Psalms 26:3
Authorized King James Version (KJV)

For thy lovingkindness is before mine eyes: and I have walked

in thy truth. 

Analysis

For thy lovingkindness is before mine eyes: and I have walked in thy truth.

This  verse  provides  the  foundation  for  David's  confidence  in  inviting  divine

examination.  His  integrity  flows  not  from  self-effort  but  from  keeping  God's

covenant love in view and walking in God's revealed truth.

"For  thy  lovingkindness"  (ki  chasdekha,  ָ ך ְּ� ד �ִּי־חַסְּ (כ  uses  chesed (חֶסֶד),  the  richest

word in Hebrew—covenant love, loyal faithfulness, steadfast mercy, unfailing love.

This  is  God's  committed  love  that  maintains  covenant  despite  human  failure.

Chesed isn't  sentimental  feeling  but  faithful  action  based  on  covenant

commitment. God's chesed toward David motivates David's faithful response.

"Is before mine eyes" (leneged einai, ָלְּנגֶדֶ עֵיני) means continually in view, constantly

visible, always present to consciousness.  Neged (ֶנגֶד) means in front of, opposite,

conspicuous. David keeps God's covenant love in conscious awareness—this isn't

theoretical  doctrine  but  lived reality  that  shapes  daily  choices.  When tempted,

when threatened, when making decisions, David remembers God's faithful love.

"And  I  have  walked  in  thy  truth"  (va-ethallekh  be'amittekha,  ָ ב�אֲַמִּת�ךֶ  ְּ �ךֵ (ואֶָתְּהַל

describes the behavioral  result.  Emet (אֱמֶת),  like  chesed,  is  a rich word—truth,

faithfulness, reliability, what is genuinely real. God's truth is reality as He defines

it, what is ultimately and eternally true. To walk in God's truth means aligning life

with  divine  reality  rather  than  cultural  opinion,  temporary  circumstances,  or

personal preference.
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The causality is crucial:  BECAUSE God's lovingkindness is before David's eyes,

THEREFORE David  walks  in  God's  truth.  Obedience  flows  from gratitude  and

relationship, not from attempting to earn favor. This anticipates New Testament

theology: "We love him, because he first loved us" (1 John 4:19). God's initiating

love produces responsive obedience.

Historical Context

The concept of chesed is central to Old Testament covenant theology. God revealed

Himself to Moses as "abundant in goodness [chesed] and truth" (Exodus 34:6). The

word  appears  248  times  in  Old  Testament,  describing  both  God's  covenant

faithfulness  and  the  loyal  love  humans  should  show  in  response.  Ruth

demonstrated chesed to Naomi (Ruth 3:10). Jonathan showed chesed to David (1

Samuel 20:14-15).

David  experienced  God's  chesed repeatedly—delivered  from Goliath,  preserved

during Saul's persecution, established as king, given covenant promise of eternal

dynasty (2 Samuel 7). These experiences weren't abstract theology but concrete

demonstrations of divine faithfulness. Remembering God's chesed sustained David

through subsequent trials.

The  connection  between  God's  lovingkindness  and  human  faithfulness  reflects

covenant structure. In ancient Near Eastern treaties, the suzerain's (superior's)

loyal  protection  obligated  the  vassal's  (inferior's)  loyal  service.  But  biblical

covenant transcends legal arrangement—it's familial  relationship. God's fatherly

love inspires filial obedience. Israel failed repeatedly, but God's  chesed remained

steadfast.

Jesus perfectly embodied walking in God's truth while motivated by the Father's

love. John 8:29: "I do always those things that please him." John 14:31: "that the

world may know that I love the Father; and as the Father gave me commandment,

even so I do." Believers participate in this dynamic through union with Christ—

motivated by divine love, empowered by the Spirit, we walk in God's truth.
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Related Passages

Genesis 1:1 — Creation of heavens and earth 

Colossians 1:16 — All things created through Christ 

Study Questions

How does keeping God's lovingkindness 'before your eyes' (in conscious

awareness) affect daily decisions and responses to circumstances?

What is the relationship between receiving God's covenant love and walking

in His truth, and why can't we have one without the other?

How does walking 'in God's truth' differ from merely knowing true doctrine or

believing correct theology?

What experiences of God's faithful love (<em>chesed</em>) in your past can

you remember to strengthen present obedience?

How does understanding that obedience flows FROM God's love rather than

earning it transform your approach to Christian living?

Interlinear Text

�ִּיֽ כ
H3588

ָ ך ְּ� ד סְּ חַ
For thy lovingkindness

H2617

גדֶ ֶ לְּנ
H5048

י ָ עֵינ
is before mine eyes

H5869

ִּי כְּת� ַ� הִּתְּהַל ְּ ו
and I have walked

H1980

ת�ךֶֽ׃ָ ב�אֲַמִּ
in thy truth

H571

Additional Cross-References

1 John 1:7 (Parallel theme):  But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we

have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth

us from all sin.

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 
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2 Kings 20:3 (Truth): I beseech thee, O LORD, remember now how I have walked

before thee in truth and with a perfect heart, and have done that which is good in

thy sight. And Hezekiah wept sore.

2 John 1:4 (Truth): I rejoiced greatly that I found of thy children walking in truth,

as we have received a commandment from the Father.
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