
Psalms 148:8
Authorized King James Version (KJV)

Fire, and hail; snow, and vapour; stormy wind fulfilling his

word: 

Analysis

Fire, and hail; snow, and vapour; stormy wind fulfilling his word: This verse

catalogs  atmospheric  phenomena  as  agents  executing  divine  commands.  The

Hebrew lists five weather elements: "fire" (esh, ׁאֵש, likely lightning), "hail" (barad,

"and "stormy wind ,(fog or mist ,קִיטוֹר ,qitor) "vapour" ,(שֶׁלגֶ ,sheleg) "snow" ,(ב�רָדָ

(ruach se'arah, ָחַ סְעָרה� —tempest or whirlwind). Each represents nature's power ,רו

destructive potential under divine control.

The key phrase is  "fulfilling his word" (osah devaro, ֹעֹש�ָה דְברָו). The verb  osah

means  doing,  making,  or  accomplishing.  Weather  phenomena  don't  act

independently  but  execute  God's  spoken  word.  This  echoes  Psalm  147:15-18,

where God's word governs snow, frost, ice, and wind. What appears as impersonal

natural  process  is  actually  personal  divine  action—storms  'fulfill'  (accomplish)

God's purposes.

Scripture repeatedly shows God using weather as instrument of judgment (flood,

hail on Egypt, fire from heaven consuming Sodom) and provision (rain for crops,

quail brought by wind). Jesus demonstrated authority over nature, calming storms

(Mark 4:39),  proving His  deity—only the Creator  who commands elements  can

override  their  normal  function.  James  5:17-18 cites  Elijah's  prayers  controlling

rain, showing God responds to prayer by directing weather according to His will.
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Historical Context

Ancient  Near  Eastern  peoples  feared  weather's  destructive  power—lightning

started  fires,  hail  destroyed  crops,  floods  devastated  cities.  Pagan  religions

personified  these  forces  as  deities  requiring  appeasement  (Baal  as  storm god,

etc.). Israel's theology insisted weather phenomena are not independent powers

but  servants  of  Yahweh's  word.  This  transformed  fear  into  worship—even

devastating storms accomplish God's  sovereign purposes.  Job 37-38 extensively

explores  God's  governance  of  weather  as  evidence  of  His  wisdom  and  power

beyond human comprehension.

Related Passages

John 3:16 — God's love and salvation 

Romans 10:9 — Confession and belief for salvation 

Study Questions

How does viewing weather events as 'fulfilling His word' change your

response to natural disasters or destructive storms?

What does it mean practically that fire, hail, snow, and wind 'obey' God's

word, and how does this relate to Jesus's authority?

In what ways can both destructive and beneficial weather phenomena bring

praise to God and accomplish His purposes?

Interlinear Text

שׁ אֵ
Fire
H784

ברָדָ � ו
and hail

H1259

לגֶ שֶׁ
snow
H7950

וֹר וקְִיט
and vapour

H7008

�חַ ו ר
wind
H7307

ה עָרָ סְ
stormy
H5591

ה עֹש�ָ
fulfilling

H6213

דְברָוֹֽ׃
his word

H1697
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