
Psalms 119:89
Authorized King James Version (KJV)

For ever, O LORD, thy word is settled in heaven. 

Analysis

"For ever, O LORD, thy word is settled in heaven." The Hebrew  le'olam YHWH

devarekha  nitsav  bashamayim declares  God's  Word  eternally  established  in

heaven.  Le'olam means forever, perpetually,  to eternity—God's Word transcends

time.  Nitsav (settled/established/standing  firm)  pictures  something  fixed,

immovable, permanent—contrasting with earth's transience. "In heaven" indicates

divine,  not  earthly,  origin  and  authority.  While  earthly  kingdoms  rise  and  fall,

human opinions shift,  philosophies come and go,  God's  Word remains eternally

fixed. This echoes Isaiah 40:8 ("The grass withereth, the flower fadeth: but the

word of our God shall stand for ever") and Jesus's affirmation: "Heaven and earth

shall pass away, but my words shall not pass away" (Matthew 24:35). Scripture's

authority rests not in human acceptance but divine establishment.

Historical Context

Ancient Near Eastern kings issued decrees that successors often reversed. Treaty

documents  deteriorated,  requiring  renewal.  By  contrast,  Israel's  covenant  with

YHWH was eternal,  based on God's unchanging character (Malachi  3:6).  When

Israel entered Canaan, Moses commanded them to write God's law on stones and

read it regularly (Deuteronomy 27, 31:9-13). During Josiah's reform (2 Kings 22),

the rediscovered Book of  the Law demonstrated Scripture's  enduring authority

despite centuries of neglect. Post-exile, Ezra read the Law, and people responded

with repentance (Nehemiah 8), proving God's Word remained living and active.
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Related Passages

Colossians 1:16 — All things created through Christ 

Psalm 19:1 — Heavens declare God's glory 

Study Questions

How does God's Word being "settled in heaven" provide stability in a

changing world?

What difference does it make that Scripture's authority is heavenly (divine)

rather than earthly (human)?

In what ways are you tempted to treat cultural opinions or personal feelings

as more authoritative than God's Word?

Interlinear Text

ם לעְוֹלָ
LAMED For ever

H5769

ה ָ יהְו
O LORD

H3068

ָ ברָךְ ְּ ד
thy word

H1697

ב ָּ נצִ
is settled

H5324

יִם׃ בשַָּּׁמָֽ
in heaven

H8064

Additional Cross-References

1 Peter 1:25 (Word): But the word of the Lord endureth for ever. And this is the

word which by the gospel is preached unto you.

Matthew 5:18 (Word): For verily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, one

jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled.

Psalms 119:160 (Word):  Thy word is true from the beginning: and every one of

thy righteous judgments endureth for ever.

Psalms 119:152 (Parallel theme):  Concerning thy testimonies, I have known of

old that thou hast founded them for ever.

Psalms 89:2 (Parallel theme): For I have said, Mercy shall be built up for ever: thy

faithfulness shalt thou establish in the very heavens.
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