
Psalms 119:26
Authorized King James Version (KJV)

I have declared my ways, and thou heardest me: teach me thy

statutes. 

Analysis

I have declared my ways, and thou heardest me: teach me thy statutes. This

verse from the longest chapter in Scripture demonstrates the intimate relationship

between confession, divine response, and spiritual growth. The Hebrew  sipparti

ִּי) ַּרתְ� פ� I have declared") suggests thorough, detailed recounting—not superficial" ,סִּ

acknowledgment but  honest  transparency before God about one's  life  direction

and choices.

"My ways" (derakai, �ְרכַָּי  (ד  refers to one's conduct, habits, and life patterns. The

psalmist's declaration encompasses both confession of sin and honest assessment

of spiritual condition. The response "and thou heardest me" (va-ta'aneni, ִּי  ַּעֲננֵ ַּת� (ו

uses a verb meaning to answer or respond, indicating God's active engagement

rather  than  passive  listening.  This  reveals  the  dynamic  nature  of  prayer—God

responds to honest confession with grace and guidance.

The petition "teach me thy statutes" (choqqeyka, flows naturally from this (חֻק�ֶּיךָ 

divine-human  exchange.  Having  experienced  God's  merciful  response  to

confession, the psalmist desires deeper instruction in God's law. The word choqqim

refers to God's decrees and ordinances—specific divine instructions for righteous

living.  This progression models authentic spiritual  growth:  honest confession →

divine grace → hunger  for  God's  Word → transformation through obedience.  It

demonstrates that knowledge of God's ways must follow, not precede, humility and

transparency before Him.
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Historical Context

Psalm 119 is an elaborate acrostic poem, with eight verses for each letter of the

Hebrew alphabet (176 verses total), making it the longest chapter in the Bible.

This literary structure served as a memory device, helping Israelites internalize

God's law. Each section celebrates different aspects of Torah—God's instruction,

precepts, statutes, commandments, and testimonies.

Written  during  or  after  the  Babylonian  exile  (likely  6th-5th  century  BCE),  the

psalm reflects Israel's renewed commitment to God's Word after experiencing the

devastating consequences of covenant unfaithfulness. The exile taught Israel that

prosperity and security depended not on political alliances or military strength but

on covenant obedience. The psalm's emphasis on delighting in God's law reverses

earlier attitudes of treating it as burdensome.

In Jewish tradition, Psalm 119 has been used in various liturgical contexts and

personal devotion. Its comprehensive treatment of God's Word made it central to

communities  rebuilding  their  identity  around  Torah  observance.  The  psalmist's

combination  of  confession  and  petition  for  instruction  models  the  posture

necessary for authentic covenant relationship with Yahweh.

Related Passages

Ephesians 2:8 — Salvation by grace through faith 

Romans 10:9 — Confession and belief for salvation 

1 John 4:8 — God is love 

John 15:13 — Greatest form of love 

Study Questions

What does it mean to 'declare your ways' to God, and how does this differ

from surface-level prayer?

1. 
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How does experiencing God's merciful response to our confession cultivate

hunger for His Word?

In what ways does transparency before God create the proper foundation for

spiritual learning and growth?

What obstacles prevent us from honestly examining and confessing our life

patterns to God?

How can we maintain the psalmist's passion for God's statutes in a culture

that views divine commands as restrictive rather than life-giving?

Interlinear Text

י �ְרכַָּ ד
my ways

H1870

ִּי ַּרתְ� פ� סִּ
I have declared

H5608

ִּי נ ֵ ַּעֲנ ַּתֽ� ו
and thou heardest

H6030

ִּי נ דֵ לַּמ�ְ
me teach

H3925

חֻק�ֶּֽיך׃ָ
me thy statutes

H2706

Additional Cross-References

Psalms 86:11 (Parallel  theme):  Teach me thy way, O LORD; I  will  walk in thy

truth: unite my heart to fear thy name.

Psalms 25:4 (Parallel theme): Shew me thy ways, O LORD; teach me thy paths.

Psalms 27:11 (Parallel theme): Teach me thy way, O LORD, and lead me in a plain

path, because of mine enemies.

Psalms 32:5 (Parallel theme): I acknowledged my sin unto thee, and mine iniquity

have I not hid. I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the LORD; and thou

forgavest the iniquity of my sin. Selah.

Proverbs 28:13 (Parallel theme): He that covereth his sins shall not prosper: but

whoso confesseth and forsaketh them shall have mercy.

Psalms 119:12 (Parallel theme): Blessed art thou, O LORD: teach me thy statutes.

Psalms 38:18 (Parallel theme): For I will declare mine iniquity; I will be sorry for

my sin.

1 Kings 8:36 (Parallel theme):  Then hear thou in heaven, and forgive the sin of

thy servants, and of thy people Israel, that thou teach them the good way wherein

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 
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they should walk, and give rain upon thy land, which thou hast given to thy people

for an inheritance.
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