Psalms 11:4

Authorized King James Version (KJV)

The LORD is in his holy temple, the LORD'S throne is in

heaven: his eyes behold, his eyelids try, the children of men.

Analysis

The LORD is in his holy temple, the LORD'S throne is in heaven: his eyes
behold, his eyelids try, the children of men. This verse provides David's
powerful answer to the counselors' despair. While earthly foundations crumble,
God's position remains unshakeable. The verse presents three complementary
truths about God's sovereignty: His presence ("in his holy temple"), His authority
("throne in heaven"), and His knowledge ("eyes behold").

"The LORD is in his holy temple" (Yahweh behekal qodsho, 1Tz 72'n2 n1n') locates
God in His sacred dwelling place. Hekal can refer to the earthly temple or
heavenly dwelling; context suggests the heavenly. God hasn't abandoned His
position or fled His throne. He remains enthroned, present, engaged—not distant
or disinterested despite earthly chaos.

"The LORD'S throne is in heaven" (Yahweh kisse bashamayim, nomwi x93 nin')
establishes divine sovereignty above all earthly powers. Kisse (throne) symbolizes
royal authority and judicial power. Unlike earthly thrones that topple during coups,
God's throne in heaven remains eternally secure, unshakeable by human rebellion
or circumstantial chaos. No earthly power—however threatening—can dethrone
heaven's King.

"His eyes behold" (enav yechezu, 1! 11'y) indicates comprehensive observation.
God sees everything happening on earth. Nothing escapes His notice—not the
wicked's schemes, not the righteous's struggles, not the collapse of earthly



foundations. His watching isn't passive but evaluative, preparing for judgment.

"His eyelids try the children of men" (afapav yivchanu bene adam, 3 102! '9ysy
DT¥) intensifies the evaluation imagery. Bachan means to test, examine, prove,
refine. Even the flicker of God's eyelids examines humanity. The anthropomorphic
language emphasizes how thoroughly God scrutinizes human actions, motives, and
hearts. Nothing remains hidden; all stands exposed before His searching gaze.
This comprehensive divine knowledge prepares for the judgment described in
verses 5-6.

Historical Context

The imagery of God's heavenly temple and throne appears throughout Scripture,
reaching full development in apocalyptic visions. Isaiah saw "the Lord sitting upon
a throne, high and lifted up" (Isaiah 6:1). Ezekiel described elaborate throne
visions (Ezekiel 1, 10). Daniel witnessed "the Ancient of days" seated on a throne
from which judgment issued (Daniel 7:9-10). Revelation portrays the heavenly

throne room as the center of cosmic reality (Revelation 4-5).

Ancient Near Eastern kings ruled from temple-palace complexes, combining
religious and political authority. The king's throne represented not just political
power but divine authorization. When Babylon destroyed Jerusalem's temple and
removed Judah's king, it appeared God's throne had fallen. Yet prophets
maintained that earthly temples and thrones only symbolized heavenly reality.
God's true throne remained unshakeable.

The reference to God's "eyes" and "eyelids" testing humanity recalls Proverbs'
wisdom: "The eyes of the LORD are in every place, beholding the evil and the
good" (Proverbs 15:3). For Israel, divine omniscience provided both comfort (God
sees the righteous's suffering) and warning (God sees the wicked's schemes).

Nothing escapes His notice; all will face judgment.

For David, this theology proved practical during years as fugitive. When Saul's
forces hunted him, when human watchers surrounded him, when escape seemed
impossible, David trusted that God's eyes saw everything. God witnessed David's



innocence and Saul's injustice. Though earthly judges were corrupt, the heavenly
Judge remained perfectly just.

Early Christians, facing persecution under emperors who claimed divine status and
sat on earthly thrones, took courage from this truth. Rome's throne might
condemn them, but heaven's throne would vindicate them. Nero and Domitian
might claim ultimate authority, but God's throne superseded all earthly powers.
Martyrs died confident that divine eyes saw their suffering and would render just
judgment.

Related Passages

Ephesians 2:8 — Salvation by grace through faith
Romans 10:9 — Confession and belief for salvation
Matthew 25:31 — Final judgment

Revelation 20:12 — Judgment according to deeds

Study Questions

1. How does God's position in His holy temple and on His heavenly throne
provide stability when earthly structures collapse?

2. What difference does it make that God's throne is "in heaven" rather than
subject to earthly circumstances and powers?

3. How should awareness that God's eyes continuously observe and evaluate
affect daily choices and secret actions?

4. What comfort does divine omniscience provide when suffering injustice that
earthly authorities ignore or when faithful service goes unnoticed by people?

5. How does God's comprehensive knowledge prepare for the judgment
described in verses 5-6, and what should this mean for how we live?



Interlinear Text
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Additional Cross-References

Psalms 103:19 (References Lord): The LORD hath prepared his throne in the
heavens; and his kingdom ruleth over all.

Psalms 18:6 (Temple): In my distress I called upon the LORD, and cried unto my
God: he heard my voice out of his temple, and my cry came before him, even into
his ears.

Psalms 2:4 (References Lord): He that sitteth in the heavens shall laugh: the Lord
shall have them in derision.

Habakkuk 2:20 (Holy): But the LORD is in his holy temple: let all the earth keep
silence before him.

Isaiah 66:1 (References Lord): Thus saith the LORD, The heaven is my throne,
and the earth is my footstool: where is the house that ye build unto me? and where

is the place of my rest?

Psalms 33:13 (References Lord): The LORD looketh from heaven; he beholdeth
all the sons of men.

Jeremiah 23:24 (References Lord): Can any hide himself in secret places that I
shall not see him? saith the LORD. Do not I fill heaven and earth? saith the LORD.

Revelation 4:2 (Parallel theme): And immediately I was in the spirit: and, behold,
a throne was set in heaven, and one sat on the throne.



Hebrews 4:13 (Parallel theme): Neither is there any creature that is not manifest
in his sight: but all things are naked and opened unto the eyes of him with whom
we have to do.

Psalms 66:7 (Parallel theme): He ruleth by his power for ever; his eyes behold the
nations: let not the rebellious exalt themselves. Selah.
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