Psalms 106:29

Authorized King James Version (KJV)

Thus they provoked him to anger with their inventions: and

the plague brake in upon them.

Analysis

This verse describes the effect of Baal-peor worship. 'Thus they provoked him to
anger with their inventions' shows their idolatry aroused God's wrath. 'Provoked'
(kaas, ov2) means to vex, anger, or provoke to jealous anger—appropriate since
idolatry is covenant adultery. 'Their inventions' (maalal, 77yn) means their deeds,
practices, or fabrications—emphasizing that idolatry is human invention, not divine
revelation. 'The plague brake in upon them' refers to the plague that killed 24,000
(Numbers 25:9). Divine judgment was swift and severe, demonstrating God's
jealous protection of His covenant relationship with Israel. The plague's 'breaking
in' suggests violent, sudden onset—God's anger manifested in immediate
judgment.

Historical Context

Numbers 25:9 records 24,000 deaths in the plague, ended only by Phinehas's
zealous action in executing the flagrant offenders (Numbers 25:7-8). Phinehas's
zeal for God's honor turned away wrath from Israel and earned him and his
descendants a perpetual priesthood (Numbers 25:10-13). This demonstrated that
righteous anger against sin and defense of God's honor can avert corporate
judgment. Paul warns Christians against similar temptation, citing this incident (1
Corinthians 10:8).



Related Passages

Romans 10:9 — Confession and belief for salvation

John 3:16 — God's love and salvation

Study Questions

1. What is the relationship between idolatry and divine jealousy/anger?
2. How does Phinehas's zeal for God's honor inform appropriate responses to
sin in the church?

3. In what ways do human 'inventions' in worship provoke God today?

Interlinear Text
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Additional Cross-References

1 Corinthians 10:8 (Parallel theme): Neither let us commit fornication, as some
of them committed, and fell in one day three and twenty thousand.
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