Psalms 106:16

Authorized King James Version (KJV)

They envied Moses also in the camp, and Aaron the saint of
the LORD.

Analysis

This verse recounts the rebellion of Korah, Dathan, and Abiram (Numbers 16).
‘They envied Moses' shows the sin was jealousy of leadership. 'Aaron the saint of
the LORD' emphasizes Aaron's consecrated status as high priest—he was the
LORD's holy one (gadosh, viTyz), set apart for sacred service. The rebels
challenged both civil (Moses) and religious (Aaron) authority, essentially
questioning God's ordained leadership structure. Envy of God-appointed leaders is
rebellion against God Himself. The description of Aaron as 'saint' highlights that
the rebels weren't just opposing a man but God's consecrated priest, making their
sin sacrilege.

Historical Context

Korah (a Levite) along with Dathan and Abiram (Reubenites) led 250 leaders in
challenging Moses and Aaron's authority (Numbers 16:1-3). They claimed all the
congregation was holy, rejecting the special priesthood. God judged them
dramatically: the earth opened and swallowed the rebels and their families, and
fire consumed the 250 incense-offerers. This demonstrated that challenging God-
ordained authority brings judgment.

Related Passages

John 15:13 — Greatest form of love



1 John 4:8 — God is love

Study Questions

1. How does envy of church leadership constitute rebellion against God?

2. What does respect for God-ordained authority look like in the New Covenant
context?

3. How can believers submit to spiritual leadership while maintaining biblical

discernment?

Interlinear Text
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