Psalms 106:1

Authorized King James Version (KJV)

Praise ye the LORD. O give thanks unto the LORD; for he is

good: for his mercy endureth for ever.

Analysis

This opening verse establishes the fundamental call to worship and thanksgiving.
The imperative 'Praise ye the LORD' (Hallelujah in Hebrew) initiates a psalm of
confession and remembrance. The phrase 'O give thanks unto the LORD; for he is
good' presents God's essential character - His inherent goodness that exists
independent of human circumstances. The concluding statement 'for his mercy
endureth for ever' employs the Hebrew word '‘chesed,' signifying God's covenant
loyalty and steadfast love. This forms a theological foundation: God's goodness is
demonstrated through His eternal, unchanging mercy toward His people, even
when they prove unfaithful.

Historical Context

Psalm 106 is classified among the 'Historical Psalms' that recount Israel's journey
from Egypt through the wilderness. This verse's structure mirrors the liturgical
formulas used in temple worship, particularly echoing the refrain found in Psalm
136. The psalm was likely composed during or after the Babylonian exile, as verse
47 pleads for gathering from among the nations. The opening doxology would have
been familiar to Jewish worshippers, establishing a pattern of corporate praise
before confession. The enduring nature of God's mercy is emphasized throughout
Israel's history of rebellion and restoration, making this introduction particularly
poignant when the subsequent verses detail Israel's repeated failures.



Related Passages

Ephesians 2:8 — Salvation by grace through faith

John 3:16 — God's love and salvation

Study Questions

1. What does it mean that God's goodness is presented as intrinsic to His nature
rather than dependent on our response?

2. How does the concept of eternal mercy (‘chesed') differ from temporary
human emotions or changing circumstances?

3. Why does the psalmist begin with praise before moving to confession of sin in
the subsequent verses?

4. In what ways does this verse establish a theological framework for
understanding God's relationship with His covenant people?

5. How should the permanence of God's mercy shape our approach to worship
when we are aware of our own unfaithfulness?

Interlinear Text
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Additional Cross-References

1 Thessalonians 5:18 (Parallel theme): In every thing give thanks: for this is the
will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you.

Psalms 105:1 (References Lord): O give thanks unto the LORD; call upon his
name: make known his deeds among the people.



1 Chronicles 16:34 (Grace): O give thanks unto the LORD; for he is good; for his
mercy endureth for ever.

Psalms 136:1 (Grace): O give thanks unto the LORD; for he is good: for his mercy

endureth for ever.

Jeremiah 33:11 (Grace): The voice of joy, and the voice of gladness, the voice of
the bridegroom, and the voice of the bride, the voice of them that shall say, Praise
the LORD of hosts: for the LORD is good; for his mercy endureth for ever: and of
them that shall bring the sacrifice of praise into the house of the LORD. For I will
cause to return the captivity of the land, as at the first, saith the LORD.

Psalms 118:1 (Grace): O give thanks unto the LORD; for he is good: because his

mercy endureth for ever.

Psalms 105:45 (Resurrection): That they might observe his statutes, and keep his
laws. Praise ye the LORD.

Psalms 107:1 (Grace): O give thanks unto the LORD, for he is good: for his mercy

endureth for ever.

Ezra 3:11 (Grace): And they sang together by course in praising and giving thanks
unto the LORD; because he is good, for his mercy endureth for ever toward Israel.
And all the people shouted with a great shout, when they praised the LORD,
because the foundation of the house of the LORD was laid.

Psalms 119:68 (Good): Thou art good, and doest good; teach me thy statutes.
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