Psalms 104:4

Authorized King James Version (KJV)

Who maketh his angels spirits; his ministers a flaming fire:

Analysis

God makes His angels 'spirits' (ruchot) and His ministers 'a flaming fire.' Hebrews
1:7 quotes this verse, contrasting angels' servitude with Christ's superiority as
God's Son. Angels are created servants who take various forms to accomplish
God's will; fire suggests both their holiness and consuming power in God's service.
The Reformed understanding of angelic beings recognizes their dignity as spiritual
creatures while maintaining their subordination to Christ, who commands them for
believers' benefit (Heb 1:14).

Historical Context
Fire frequently symbolized divine presence in the Old Testament (burning bush,

pillar of fire, Sinai). Associating angels with fire emphasizes their role as agents of
God's holy presence and power.

Related Passages

Romans 1:17 — The righteous shall live by faith
James 2:17 — Faith and works

Study Questions

1. How does understanding angels as God's servants rather than independent
beings affect your spiritual perspective?



2. What comfort comes from knowing Christ commands angelic beings on your
behalf?

Interlinear Text
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Who maketh his angels spirits his ministers fire a flaming
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Additional Cross-References

Hebrews 1:7 (Spirit): And of the angels he saith, Who maketh his angels spirits,

and his ministers a flame of fire.

2 Kings 2:11 (Parallel theme): And it came to pass, as they still went on, and
talked, that, behold, there appeared a chariot of fire, and horses of fire, and parted
them both asunder; and Elijah went up by a whirlwind into heaven.

Hebrews 1:14 (Spirit): Are they not all ministering spirits, sent forth to minister
for them who shall be heirs of salvation?

2 Kings 6:17 (Parallel theme): And Elisha prayed, and said, LORD, I pray thee,
open his eyes, that he may see. And the LORD opened the eyes of the young man;
and he saw: and, behold, the mountain was full of horses and chariots of fire round
about Elisha.

Psalms 148:8 (Parallel theme): Fire, and hail; snow, and vapour; stormy wind
fulfilling his word:
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