Psalms 104:17

Authorized King James Version (KJV)

Where the birds make their nests: as for the stork, the fir

trees are her house.

Analysis

Birds make nests in the cedars, while the fir trees house the stork (chasidah).
God's provision extends to providing habitat, not just food and water. The stork
nesting in fir trees shows God's detailed care for diverse creatures' specific needs.
Each creature has its appropriate dwelling provided by God. This micro-level
providence demonstrates God's comprehensive care. Christ taught that foxes have
holes and birds have nests (Matt 8:20), though He had no earthly home. The
Reformed doctrine of providence recognizes God ordains and sustains all
creation's details.

Historical Context

Storks were large migratory birds familiar in ancient Palestine. Their nesting
habits were observable, making this another example of God's daily, visible

providence that listeners could personally verify.

Related Passages

Hebrews 11:1 — Definition of faith

Romans 1:17 — The righteous shall live by faith



Study Questions

1. How does God's provision of appropriate habitats for each creature assure
you He has prepared a place for you?

2. What does Christ's temporary homelessness teach about trusting God's
provision beyond material security?

Interlinear Text
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Additional Cross-References

Psalms 104:12 (Parallel theme): By them shall the fowls of the heaven have their
habitation, which sing among the branches.

Leviticus 11:19 (Parallel theme): And the stork, the heron after her kind, and the
lapwing, and the bat.
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