
Psalms 103:21
Authorized King James Version (KJV)

Bless ye the LORD, all ye his hosts; ye ministers of his, that do

his pleasure. 

Analysis

God's 'hosts' (tsaba, meaning armies) are His ministers doing His pleasure. This

military  terminology  emphasizes  God's  power  and  sovereignty  over  spiritual

forces. 'Ministers' (sharat) suggests both worship and service. All heavenly beings

exist to accomplish God's will. The Reformed doctrine of creation recognizes that

everything exists for God's glory, not its own purposes. Christ commands these

heavenly armies and will return with them (Rev 19:14) to establish God's kingdom

fully.

Historical Context

The  title  'LORD  of  hosts'  (Yahweh  Sabaoth)  emphasized  God's  command  over

spiritual and earthly armies. This military imagery would resonate with ancient

Israelites familiar with warfare and the importance of strong armies.

Related Passages

1 John 4:8 — God is love 

1 Corinthians 13:4 — Characteristics of love 

Genesis 1:1 — Creation of heavens and earth 

Colossians 1:16 — All things created through Christ 
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Study Questions

How does understanding yourself as part of God's 'army' shape your sense of

purpose?

What does it mean practically to be a 'minister' who does God's pleasure?

Interlinear Text

ּ ו ברָּכֲ
Bless
H1288

הוהָ ְ י
ye the LORD

H3068

כלָּ
H3605

יו צבְאָָ
all ye his hosts

H6635

יו שָׁרתְָ מְ
ye ministers

H8334

י עֹשֵׂ
of his that do

H6213

רצְוֹנוֹֽ׃
his pleasure

H7522

Additional Cross-References

1 Kings 22:19 (References Lord):  And he said, Hear thou therefore the word of

the  LORD:  I  saw  the  LORD sitting  on  his  throne,  and  all  the  host  of  heaven

standing by him on his right hand and on his left.

Psalms 104:4 (Parallel  theme):  Who maketh his angels spirits;  his ministers a

flaming fire:

Nehemiah 9:6 (References Lord):  Thou, even thou, art LORD alone; thou hast

made heaven, the heaven of heavens, with all their host, the earth, and all things

that are therein, the seas, and all that is therein, and thou preservest them all; and

the host of heaven worshippeth thee.

Luke 2:13 (Parallel theme): And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of

the heavenly host praising God, and saying,

Hebrews 1:14 (Parallel theme): Are they not all ministering spirits, sent forth to

minister for them who shall be heirs of salvation?

1. 

2. 
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Joshua 5:14 (References Lord): And he said, Nay; but as captain of the host of the

LORD am I now come. And Joshua fell on his face to the earth, and did worship,

and said unto him, What saith my lord unto his servant?

Genesis 32:2 (Parallel theme):  And when Jacob saw them, he said, This is God's

host: and he called the name of that place Mahanaim.
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