Proverbs 4:18

Authorized King James Version (KJV)

But the path of the just is as the shining light, that shineth

more and more unto the perfect day.

Analysis

This beautiful simile compares the righteous person's life to the dawn. 'The path of
the just' (n'ji71¥ Nan/orach tsaddiqim) describes the righteous person's life journey
as progressively brightening 'as the shining light' (m21 Tina/ke'or nogah). The
imagery is of sunrise gradually illuminating the landscape more fully, 'unto the
perfect day' (nora D1 Tu/ad-nekhon hayom)—until full noonday brightness. This
describes spiritual growth, increasing understanding, maturing sanctification, and
eventual glorification. Unlike the wicked whose 'way is as darkness' (v.19), the
righteous experience progressive enlightenment. This anticipates the New
Testament's teaching on sanctification as progressive transformation (2
Corinthians 3:18, Philippians 1:6) and final glorification (1 John 3:2). The verse
encourages perseverance—if you're walking righteously, expect increasing light,

not perpetual darkness.

Historical Context

Written during Israel's golden age under Solomon, this metaphor of light drew

from the daily experience of sunrise illuminating the path.

Related Passages

1 Corinthians 13:4 — Characteristics of love

John 15:13 — Greatest form of love



Study Questions

1. Can you identify specific ways your spiritual understanding and maturity have
grown 'brighter' over time?

2. How does this promise of progressive enlightenment encourage you when
spiritual growth feels slow or imperceptible?

Interlinear Text
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Additional Cross-References

John 8:12 (Light): Then spake Jesus again unto them, saying, I am the light of the
world: he that followeth me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of
life.

Job 11:17 (Parallel theme): And thine age shall be clearer than the noonday; thou
shalt shine forth, thou shalt be as the morning.

Daniel 12:3 (Righteousness): And they that be wise shall shine as the brightness
of the firmament; and they that turn many to righteousness as the stars for ever
and ever.

2 Corinthians 3:18 (Parallel theme): But we all, with open face beholding as in a
glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image from glory to glory,
even as by the Spirit of the Lord.

Philippians 2:15 (Light): That ye may be blameless and harmless, the sons of
God, without rebuke, in the midst of a crooked and perverse nation, among whom
ye shine as lights in the world;



2 Peter 1:19 (Light): We have also a more sure word of prophecy; whereunto ye
do well that ye take heed, as unto a light that shineth in a dark place, until the day
dawn, and the day star arise in your hearts:

Psalms 84:7 (Parallel theme): They go from strength to strength, every one of

them in Zion appeareth before God.

Matthew 5:16 (Light): Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your

good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven.

Matthew 5:14 (Light): Ye are the light of the world. A city that is set on an hill
cannot be hid.

Isaiah 26:7 (Righteousness): The way of the just is uprightness: thou, most
upright, dost weigh the path of the just.
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