Numbers 9:16

Authorized King James Version (KJV)

So it was alway: the cloud covered it by day, and the

appearance of fire by night.

Analysis

The cloud covered the tabernacle by day and appeared as fire by night, providing
visible manifestation of God's presence. The Hebrew 'anan' (cloud) represents
divine glory (Ex 40:34-35), while the fire's appearance recalls Sinai's theophany
(Ex 19:18). This perpetual presence demonstrated God dwelling among His people,
guiding their travels and encampments. The pillar of cloud and fire combined
transcendence (God's otherness) with immanence (God's nearness), showing He's
both holy and accessible. This foreshadows the Holy Spirit's indwelling presence in
believers (1 Cor 3:16) and Christ's promise, 'l am with you always' (Matt 28:20).

Historical Context

From the tabernacle's erection until Canaan's conquest (approximately 40 years),
this cloud-fire pillar guided Israel's movements. When the cloud lifted, Israel
marched; when it rested, they encamped (v.17-23). This required constant
readiness and submission to divine timing. The cloud's descent prevented Moses
from entering the tabernacle when God's glory filled it (Ex 40:35), manifesting
God's weighty presence. After entering Canaan, the cloud-fire pillar's cessation
marked a transition to settled land worship, though God's presence continued in
the temple until Ezekiel's vision of its departure (Ezek 10:18).

Related Passages

1 Corinthians 13:4 — Characteristics of love



John 15:13 — Greatest form of love
Revelation 20:12 — Judgment according to deeds

Romans 2:1 — Judging others

Study Questions

1. Are you sensitive to God's guiding presence through His Spirit, or do you
forge ahead according to your own timing?

2. How do you balance recognizing God's transcendent holiness while enjoying
His immanent nearness through Christ?

Interlinear Text
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Additional Cross-References
Nehemiah 9:12 (Parallel theme): Moreover thou leddest them in the day by a

cloudy pillar; and in the night by a pillar of fire, to give them light in the way
wherein they should go.

From KJV Study ° kjvstudy.org



	Numbers 9:16
	Analysis
	Historical Context
	Related Passages
	Study Questions
	Interlinear Text
	Additional Cross-References


