
Numbers 9:15
Authorized King James Version (KJV)

And on the day that the tabernacle was reared up the cloud

covered the tabernacle, namely, the tent of the testimony: and

at even there was upon the tabernacle as it were the

appearance of fire, until the morning. 

Analysis

This  verse  describes  the  cloud  covering  the  tabernacle  when  it  was  erected,

appearing as fire by night.  The cloud (Hebrew ''anan', (עָנןָ   and fire manifested

God's  glorious  presence  dwelling  among  His  people,  providing  both  visible

assurance and practical guidance. The phenomenon's continuous nature—cloud by

day,  fire by night—ensured Israel  always saw evidence of  God's  presence.  This

wasn't  natural  weather but supernatural  theophany,  demonstrating that  Israel's

God wasn't distant or abstract but actively present with them. The cloud's function

extended beyond symbolic presence to practical leadership—when it lifted, Israel

marched;  when  it  settled,  they  camped  (9:17-23).  This  required  constant

attentiveness and immediate obedience—Israel couldn't plan their own itinerary

but  must  follow  God's  moment-by-moment  direction.  The  cloud's  guidance

illustrates complete divine sovereignty over the journey while  requiring human

faith and responsiveness.  This visible guidance prepared Israel  for later stages

when God's presence would be less tangibly manifested, teaching them to trust

God's word even when supernatural signs diminished. Christians today follow not a

visible  cloud  but  the  Spirit's  internal  leading  through  Scripture,  prayer,  and

providential circumstances.
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Historical Context

The cloud and fire first appeared at the Exodus, guiding Israel from Egypt (Exodus

13:21-22). When the tabernacle was completed on the first day of the first month

of the second year after leaving Egypt (Exodus 40:17), the cloud covered it and

God's glory filled it (Exodus 40:34-38). This visible presence continued throughout

the wilderness wanderings and into the conquest period. Solomon's temple was

similarly filled with the cloud when dedicated (1 Kings 8:10-11),  demonstrating

continuity of God's presence. However, Ezekiel witnessed the glory departing from

the temple before Jerusalem's destruction (Ezekiel 10-11), illustrating that God's

presence  is  conditional  on  covenant  faithfulness.  The  glory  would  return  only

partially in the second temple (Haggai 2:7-9) and ultimately in Christ's incarnation

—'the Word became flesh and tabernacled among us,  and we beheld his glory'

(John 1:14). Pentecost's fire (Acts 2:3) echoed this wilderness pillar, showing God's

presence  now dwelling  in  His  people  corporately  and  individually  through  the

Spirit.

Related Passages

Revelation 20:12 — Judgment according to deeds 

Romans 2:1 — Judging others 

Colossians 1:16 — All things created through Christ 

Genesis 1:1 — Creation of heavens and earth 

Study Questions

How does the cloud's dual function (symbolic presence and practical

guidance) model how God's presence with us should direct our daily

decisions?

What does Israel's need to constantly watch the cloud and respond

immediately teach about attentiveness to God's leading?

1. 

2. 
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Interlinear Text

ובּיְוֹם
And on the day

H3117

ים הָקִ
was reared up

H6965

אֶת
H853

ן ָּ הַמִּשְׁכ
that the tabernacle

H4908

ה כסִָּּ
covered

H3680

הֶֽעָנןָ
the cloud

H6051

אֶת
H853

ן ָּ הַמִּשְׁכ
that the tabernacle

H4908

הֶל לאְֹ
namely the tent

H168

ת הָֽעֵדֻ
of the testimony

H5715

רבֶ ובּעֶָ
and at even

H6153

ה ֶ יִֽהְי
H1961

עַֽל
H5921

ן ָּ הַמִּשְׁכ
that the tabernacle

H4908

כמְַּראְֵה
as it were the appearance

H4758

שׁ אֵ
of fire
H784

עַד
H5704

ֹּֽקֶר׃ ב
until the morning

H1242

Additional Cross-References

Exodus 13:21 (Parallel theme): And the LORD went before them by day in a pillar

of a cloud, to lead them the way; and by night in a pillar of fire, to give them light;

to go by day and night:

Exodus 40:34 (Temple):  Then a cloud covered the tent of the congregation, and

the glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle.

Psalms 78:14 (Parallel theme): In the daytime also he led them with a cloud, and

all the night with a light of fire.

Nehemiah 9:19 (Parallel  theme):  Yet  thou  in  thy  manifold  mercies  forsookest

them not in the wilderness: the pillar of the cloud departed not from them by day,

to lead them in the way; neither the pillar of fire by night, to shew them light, and

the way wherein they should go.

From KJV Study • kjvstudy.org 

3


	Numbers 9:15
	Analysis
	Historical Context
	Related Passages
	Study Questions
	Interlinear Text
	Additional Cross-References


