
Numbers 8:9
Authorized King James Version (KJV)

And thou shalt bring the Levites before the tabernacle of the

congregation: and thou shalt gather the whole assembly of the

children of Israel together: 

Analysis

Bring the Levites before the tabernacle of the congregation (ִּם� ִּי ָּ אֶת־הַלוְ והְִּקְרבַתְ�

,vehiqravta et-haleviyyim lifney ohel mo'ed)—Qarav (to bring near ,לִּפנְיֵ אֹהֶל מוֹעֵד

present)  is  the  same verb  used  for  offering  sacrifices.  The  Levites  themselves

become living offerings, brought lifney (before, to the face of) the Tent of Meeting.

Gather the whole assembly of the children of Israel together (ָּל־� ָּ אֶת־כ והְִּקְהַלתְ�

ב�נְיֵ־יִש�ְרָּאֵל ,עֲדַת   vehiqhalta et-kol-adat beney yisra'el)—Qahal (to assemble)  makes

this a corporate, public event.

The  entire  nation  witnesses  Levitical  ordination  because  the  Levites  serve  on

Israel's behalf (v. 19). This public commissioning anticipates the church's practice

of publicly ordaining elders and deacons (1 Timothy 5:22, 'Lay hands suddenly on

no  man').  Ministry  isn't  self-appointed  but  community-recognized  and  God-

ordained.

Historical Context

The  public  nature  of  Levitical  consecration  reinforced  accountability.  Unlike

priests  ordained  privately  within  their  family  line,  Levites  were  commissioned

before the entire assembly—approximately 600,000 men plus women and children.

This  mass  witness  prevented  false  claims  to  Levitical  privilege  and  confirmed

God's choice of this tribe for sacred service.
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Related Passages

Psalm 19:1 — Heavens declare God's glory 

Colossians 1:16 — All things created through Christ 

Study Questions

Why does God ordain ministers publicly before the congregation rather than

through private divine call alone?

How does the congregation's presence at ordination create mutual

accountability between servants and those they serve?

Interlinear Text

ָּ והְִּקְרבַתְ�
And thou shalt bring

H7126

אֶת
H853

ם ִּ� ִּי הַלוְ
the Levites

H3881

י ֵ לִּפנְ
before
H6440

הֶל אֹ
the tabernacle

H168

ד מוֹעֵ
of the congregation

H4150

ָּ קְהַלתְ� והְִּ
and thou shalt gather

H6950

אֶֽת
H853

�ָּל כ
H3605

ת עֲדַ
the whole assembly

H5712

י ֵ �נְ ב
of the children

H1121

יִש�ְרָּאֵֽל׃
of Israel

H3478

Additional Cross-References

Exodus 40:12 (Temple): And thou shalt bring Aaron and his sons unto the door of

the tabernacle of the congregation, and wash them with water.

Leviticus 8:3 (Temple):  And gather thou all the congregation together unto the

door of the tabernacle of the congregation.
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