
Numbers 8:18
Authorized King James Version (KJV)

And I have taken the Levites for all the firstborn of the

children of Israel. 

Analysis

I have taken the Levites for all the firstborn (ָּל־ב�ְּכוֹר� �ִּם ת�חַַת כ ִּי ָּאֶק�ַח אֶת־הַלְּו this—(ו

verse  summarizes  the  substitutionary  transaction:  one  tribe  exchanged  for

firstborn sons across all twelve tribes. The verb לָּקַח (laqach, 'to take') indicates

divine initiative and sovereign selection. The Levites didn't volunteer; God 'took'

them. The preposition ת�חַַת (tachat, 'instead of/in place of') appears repeatedly in

this chapter, hammering home the substitution theme.

This  compact  statement  encapsulates  the  gospel  pattern:  the  innocent  for  the

guilty,  the  chosen  for  the  many,  the  dedicated  for  the  common.  The  Levites'

substitutionary  role  typifies  Christ,  who  was  'taken'  by  God  as  our  substitute

(Isaiah 53:6). Their service freed firstborn sons for inheritance; Christ's sacrifice

frees us for sonship (Galatians 4:4-7).

Historical Context

The Levitical substitution (Numbers 3:12) occurred during the wilderness period

and persisted throughout Israel's history until the temple's destruction (AD 70).

The tribe  owned no  land inheritance  (Numbers  18:20)  but  received tithes  and

forty-eight cities.

Related Passages

1 Corinthians 13:4 — Characteristics of love 
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1 John 4:8 — God is love 

Study Questions

How does the concept of substitution—someone serving in your place—

deepen your gratitude for Christ's sacrifice?

What does it mean that God 'took' the Levites rather than asking for

volunteers?

How should understanding your redemption through substitution affect how

you serve others?

Interlinear Text

ח ָּאֶֽק�ַ ו
And I have taken

H3947

אֶת
H853

ם ִּ� ִּי הַלְּו
the Levites

H3881

חַת ַ ת�
H8478

�ָּל כ
H3605

וֹר ב�ְּכ
for all the firstborn

H1060

י ֵ ב�ִּבְּנ
of the children

H1121

יִשְּׂרָּאֵֽל׃
of Israel

H3478
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