
Numbers 4:43
Authorized King James Version (KJV)

From thirty years old and upward even unto fifty years old,

every one that entereth into the service, for the work in the

tabernacle of the congregation, 

Analysis

This  verse  concludes  the  census  instructions  for  the  Kohathite  division  of  the

Levites, establishing the  age parameters for sacred service in the tabernacle.

The  Hebrew  phrase  tzava (translated  "service")  carries  military  connotations,

suggesting  that  tabernacle  work  was  viewed  as  spiritual  warfare requiring

physical and spiritual maturity.

The thirty-to-fifty age range represents the  prime years of human capability,

combining the vigor of youth with the wisdom of experience. This wasn't arbitrary;

the physical demands of transporting sacred objects,  coupled with the spiritual

weight of handling holy things, required both strength and seasoned judgment.

The upper limit of fifty prevented the exhaustion of aging servants while honoring

their contributions.

This  principle  prefigures  New  Testament  teaching  about  qualified  spiritual

leadership (1 Timothy 3:6). The requirement demonstrates that God values both

calling and capability, enthusiasm and experience. The tabernacle service was too

important to be entrusted to the immature or the infirm.

Historical Context

In  ancient  Near  Eastern  cultures,  age  thirty  marked  full  maturity  and  the

assumption of significant responsibilities. Egyptian and Babylonian records show

1



similar  age  requirements  for  temple  service  and  governmental  positions.  The

Levitical  system was unique in establishing both minimum and maximum ages,

showing concern for both the sanctity of worship and the welfare of workers.

Archaeological evidence from the tabernacle period shows that life expectancy in

the wilderness was roughly 60-70 years for those who survived childhood, making

the  thirty-to-fifty  range  roughly  equivalent  to  ages  35-60  today.  The  physical

demands  of  dismantling,  transporting,  and  reassembling  the  tabernacle  during

wilderness  wanderings  were  considerable,  as  each  sacred  object  had  specific

handling requirements and enormous spiritual significance.

Related Passages

Revelation 20:12 — Judgment according to deeds 

Romans 2:1 — Judging others 

Study Questions

How does the age requirement for Levitical service inform our understanding

of spiritual maturity and readiness for ministry?

What balance between youthful energy and mature wisdom does this passage

suggest for serving God?

In what ways might modern church leadership benefit from considering both

capability and calling when appointing workers?

How does viewing spiritual service as 'warfare' (tzava) change your

perspective on ministry commitment?

What limitations should we respect in ourselves and others when undertaking

God's work, and when does 'stepping back' honor Him?
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Interlinear Text

בןֶּ
old
H1121

ים שְׁלֹשִׁ
From thirty

H7970

ה ָ שָׁנ
years
H8141

עְלהָ ומַָ
and upward

H4605

ד ועְַ
H5704

בןֶּ
old
H1121

ים חֲמִשִּׁ
even unto fifty

H2572

ה ָ שָׁנ
years
H8141

כלָּ
H3605

הַבאָּ
every one that entereth

H935

א לצַבָָּ
into the service

H6635

ה לעֲַֽבֹדָ
for the work

H5656

הֶל באְֹּ
in the tabernacle

H168

מוֹעֵֽד׃
of the congregation

H4150

From KJV Study • kjvstudy.org 

3


	Numbers 4:43
	Analysis
	Historical Context
	Related Passages
	Study Questions
	Interlinear Text


