
Numbers 35:31
Authorized King James Version (KJV)

Moreover ye shall take no satisfaction for the life of a

murderer, which is guilty of death: but he shall be surely put

to death. 

Analysis

God prohibits: 'ye shall take no satisfaction for the life of a murderer, which is

guilty  of  death:  but  he  shall  be  surely  put  to  death.'  The  Hebrew  'kofer'

(satisfaction/ransom)  means  payment  substituting  for  punishment.  God  forbade

accepting money instead of  executing murderers  -  human life's  value demands

ultimate penalty. This wasn't vengeance but justice protecting life's sanctity. The

phrase 'guilty of death' (rasha lamut) indicates deserving capital punishment. This

principle undergirds the gospel - our spiritual murder of God's image in ourselves

demands death penalty. Yet Christ provides the only acceptable kofer (ransom), His

life for ours (Matt 20:28, 1 Pet 1:18-19). No other payment suffices.

Historical Context

This law prevented wealthy murderers from avoiding justice through bribes -  a

common practice in ancient Near Eastern cultures. Israel's law uniquely prohibited

monetary substitution for murder, emphasizing life's infinite value as God's image-

bearers  (Gen  9:6).  Other  crimes  allowed  restitution,  but  not  murder.  This

maintained justice's integrity and prevented corruption. The law applied equally

regardless of social status - even kings (David's adultery leading to murder) faced

consequences. After exile without independent judiciary, Jewish law made capital

punishment  nearly  impossible  through  stringent  evidentiary  requirements.

Christian understanding sees this law highlighting that only Christ's  blood,  not

silver or gold, ransoms from sin's death penalty.
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Related Passages

James 2:17 — Faith and works 

Hebrews 11:1 — Definition of faith 

Study Questions

Do you understand that your sins deserve death and only Christ's blood

provides acceptable ransom?

How does the prohibition on substitutes for murder's penalty emphasize the

costliness of Christ's sacrifice for your sins?

Interlinear Text

ולְֹֽא
H3808

ּ ו תקְִח
Moreover ye shall take

H3947

פרֶ כֹ
no satisfaction

H3724

פשֶׁ ֶ לנְ
for the life

H5315

חַ רֹצֵ
of a murderer

H7523

אֲשֶׁר
H834

ואּ ה
H1931

ע רשָָׁ
which is guilty

H7563

יומָּֽת׃
but he shall be surely

H4191

כיִּ
H3588

יומָּֽת׃
but he shall be surely

H4191

יומָּֽת׃
but he shall be surely

H4191
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