
Numbers 33:27
Authorized King James Version (KJV)

And they departed from Tahath, and pitched at Tarah. 

Analysis

And  they  departed  from Tahath,  and  pitched  at  Tarah. The  similarity  of

names (Tahath/Tarah) in successive encampments may reflect their geographical

proximity or simply coincidental Hebrew roots. The ongoing journey demonstrates

that  wilderness  discipline  didn't  mean  stagnation—Israel  kept  moving,  kept

following the cloud, kept maintaining camp structure and worship.

Tarah (ַָּרח ,ת�  Tarach—possibly  "delay"  or  "station")  could  indicate  a  prolonged

encampment or a designated stopping point. If related to roots meaning "delay," it

aptly describes Israel's entire wilderness experience—forty years of delay between

exodus  and  conquest,  between  promise  and  fulfillment,  between  calling  and

completion. The delay wasn't God's original plan but resulted from human unbelief.

Yet  even  delays  serve  divine  purposes.  The  forty-year  delay  allowed  Joshua's

generation  to  mature,  trained  them in  dependence  on  God,  and  demonstrated

God's  faithfulness  across  decades.  What  seemed  like  wasted  time  became

formative  preparation.  Similarly,  believers  often  experience  delays  in  God's

promises—waiting  periods  that  test  faith,  develop  character,  and  prepare  for

future blessing. Joseph's prison delay, Moses's Midian delay, Paul's Arabia delay—

all  served  divine  purposes.  Tarah  reminds  us  that  delays  aren't  denials;  God's

timing serves His perfect purposes even when His pace frustrates ours.

1



Historical Context

Tarah's  location  is  unknown,  situated  somewhere  along  Israel's  wilderness

wandering route. The name may indicate a designated station or stopping point,

suggesting the site had features making it suitable for extended encampment. If

the name relates to "delay," it could commemorate Israel's recognition that their

wilderness wandering constituted prolonged delay of God's promises due to their

own  unbelief.  The  thirty-eight  year  period  between  the  Kadesh  rebellion  and

Israel's return to Kadesh near the end of forty years represented massive delay in

God's redemptive plan—an entire generation had to die before the conquest could

proceed.  Yet  during  this  delay,  God  remained  faithful:  providing  manna  daily,

giving water from rocks, preserving clothes from wearing out, and protecting from

enemies.

Related Passages

Psalm 19:1 — Heavens declare God's glory 

Genesis 1:1 — Creation of heavens and earth 

Study Questions

How does the possible meaning "delay" capture the reality that unbelief

postpones (though doesn't ultimately prevent) God's promised blessings?

What does Israel's experience teach about how God uses delays to prepare

His people for future blessings they aren't yet ready to receive?

In what ways might current delays in your life serve God's purposes of

character formation and preparation for what He has promised?

Interlinear Text

� ו �סְִע ויַ
And they departed

H5265

חַת ָּ מִת�
from Tahath

H8480

� ו �חֲַנ ויַֽ
and pitched

H2583

ב�תְָּרֽחַ׃
at Tarah

H8646

1. 

2. 

3. 
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